
Political and Spiritual Patterns in the Book of Mormon 

that Precede the Coming of Christ 

 
The Nephites and Lamanites each received a promise in the beginning, and each promise 

contained two parts, a promise of bliss and a promise of woe, “for this is the cursing and the 

blessing of God upon the land” (Alma 45:16). In the Dead Sea Scrolls every covenant which 

promises a blessing if kept, promises a corresponding curse if broken, for a contract in which 

either party should be bound to no conditions whatever would be meaningless (see 2 Nephi 2:5-

10). 

For the Lamanites the penalty of their backsliding is that they shall be scattered and smitten and 

driven by the Gentiles; the reward of their faith is that they are to survive all their afflictions and 

in time become the Lord’s own people again. For the Nephites the promised reward of faith is 

that nothing on earth can without their own will and action in any way ever mar their liberty, 

security, prosperity, and happiness: “And now there was nothing in all the land to hinder the 

people from prospering continually, except they should fall into transgression” (3 Nephi 6:5). 

This tremendous guarantee is matched by a promise of total extinction in case they should fail to 

comply with the conditions of the contract. 

Since they never became fully ripe in iniquity as did the Nephites, the Lamanites were allowed to 

remain in the land, paying for the privilege by taking a terrible beating: “Wherefore, if ye are 

cursed, behold, I leave my blessing upon you. . . . Because of my blessing the Lord God will not 

suffer that ye shall perish” (2 Nephi 4:6-7). It was an unconditional promise of survival (Jacob 

3:5-9; Helaman 7:24; Helaman 15:14-17). No such promise was given the Nephites, and Enos 

was told that though the Nephites might perish, still the Lamanites would survive to receive this 

record (Enos 1:13; Enos 1:16). (Hugh Nibley, Collected Works of Hugh Nibley,Volume 7, p.389-

390) 

 

Psalms 2 1-5 

 

Oath 
Alma 50:39 

39 Behold, it came to pass that the son of Nephihah was appointed to fill the judgment-seat, in 

the stead of his father; yea, he was appointed chief judge and governor over the people, with 

an oath and sacred ordinance to judge righteously, and to keep the peace and the freedom of the 

people, and to grant unto them their sacred privileges to worship the Lord their God, yea, to 

support and maintain the cause of God all his days, and to bring the wicked to justice according 

to their crime. 

 

 

Kings 
Mosiah 23:7 



7. But he said unto them: Behold, it is not expedient that we should have a king; for thus saith the 

Lord: Ye shall not esteem one flesh above another, or one man shall not think himself above 

another; therefore I say unto you it is not expedient that ye should have a king. 

Mosiah 23:8 

8. Nevertheless, if it were possible that ye could always have just men to be your kings it would 

be well for you to have a king. 

Mosiah 23:9 

9. But remember the iniquity of king Noah and his priests; and I myself was caught in a snare, 

and did many things which were abominable in the sight of the Lord, which caused me sore 

repentance; 

Mosiah 23:12 

12. And now I say unto you, ye have been oppressed by king Noah, and have been in bondage to 

him and his priests, and have been brought into iniquity by them; therefore ye were bound with 

the bands of iniquity. 

Mosiah 23:13 

13. And now as ye have been delivered by the power of God out of these bonds; yea, even out of 

the hands of king Noah and his people, and also from the bonds of iniquity, even so I desire that 

ye should stand fast in this liberty wherewith ye have been made free, and that ye trust no man to 

be a king over you. 

Mosiah 23;14 

14. And also trust no one to be your teacher nor your minister, except he be a man of God, 

walking in his ways and keeping his commandments. 

Mosiah 26:1 

Show Edit Mode 

1. Now it came to pass that there were many of the rising generation that could not understand 

the words of king Benjamin, being little children at the time he spake unto his people; and they 

did not believe the tradition of their fathers. 

Mosiah 27:2 

2. And it came to pass that king Mosiah sent a proclamation throughout the land round about that 

there should not any unbeliever persecute any of those who belonged to the church of God 

 

 

 

 

 

Judges 
Mosiah 29:11 

11. Therefore I will be your king the remainder of my days; nevertheless, let us appoint judges, 

to judge this people according to our law; and we will newly arrange the affairs of this people, 

for we will appoint wise men to be judges, that will judge this people according to the 

commandments of God. 

12. Now it is better that a man should be judged of God than of man, for the judgments of God 

are always just, but the judgments of man are not always just. 

13. Therefore, if it were possible that you could have just men to be your kings, who would 

establish the laws of God, and judge this people according to his commandments, yea, if ye 

could have men for your kings who would do even as my father Benjamin did for this people—I 



say unto you, if this could always be the case then it would be expedient that ye should always 

have kings to rule over you. 

14. And even I myself have labored with all the power and faculties which I have possessed, to 

teach you the commandments of God, and to establish peace throughout the land, that there 

should be no wars nor contentions, no stealing, nor plundering, nor murdering, nor any manner 

of iniquity; 

15. And whosoever has committed iniquity, him have I punished according to the crime which 

he has committed, according to the law which has been given to us by our fathers. 

 

 

Mosiah 29:25 

25. Therefore, choose you by the voice of this people, judges, that ye may be judged according to 

the laws which have been given you by our fathers, which are correct, and which were given 

them by the hand of the Lord. 

Mosiah 29:28 

28. And now if ye have judges, and they do not judge you according to the law which has been 

given, ye can cause that they may be judged of a higher judge. 

Mosiah 29:29 

29. If your higher judges do not judge righteous judgments, ye shall cause that a small number of 

your lower judges should be gathered together, and they shall judge your higher judges, 

according to the voice of the people. 

Mosiah 29:39 

39. Therefore, it came to pass that they assembled themselves together in bodies throughout the 

land, to cast in their voices concerning who should be their judges, to judge them according to 

the law which had been given them; and they were exceedingly rejoiced because of the liberty 

which had been granted unto them. 

Mosiah 29:41 

41. And it came to pass that they did appoint judges to rule over them, or to judge them 

according to the law; and this they did throughout all the land. 

. 

Alma 1:1 

1. Now it came to pass that in the first year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, 

from this time forward, king Mosiah having gone the way of all the earth, having warred a good 

warfare, walking uprightly before God, leaving none to reign in his stead; nevertheless he had 

established laws, and they were acknowledged by the people; therefore they were obliged to 

abide by the laws which he had made. 

Alma 1:33 

33. And it came to pass that by thus exercising the law upon them, every man suffering 

according to that which he had done, they became more still, and durst not commit any 

wickedness if it were known; therefore, there was much peace among the people of Nephi until 

the fifth year of the reign of the judges. 

Alma 2:6 

6. And thus they did assemble themselves together to cast in their voices concerning the matter; 

and they were laid before the judges. 

Alma 3:25 



25. Now all these things were done, yea, all these wars and contentions were commenced and 

ended in the fifth year of the reign of the judges. 

Alma 4:6 

6. And it came to pass in the eighth year of the reign of the judges, that the people of the church 

began to wax proud, because of their exceeding riches, and their fine silks, and their fine-twined 

linen, and because of their many flocks and herds, and their gold and their silver, and all manner 

of precious things, which they had obtained by their industry; and in all these things were they 

lifted up in the pride of their eyes, for they began to wear very costly apparel. 

Alma 4:9 

9. And thus, in this eighth year of the reign of the judges, there began to be great contentions 

among the people of the church; yea, there were envyings, and strife, and malice, and 

persecutions, and pride, even to exceed the pride of those who did not belong to the church of 

God. 

Alma 4:10 

10. And thus ended the eighth year of the reign of the judges; and the wickedness of the church 

was a great stumbling-block to those who did not belong to the church; and thus the church 

began to fail in its progress. 

Alma 4:20 

20. And thus in the commencement of the ninth year of the reign of the judges over the people of 

Nephi, Alma delivered up the judgment-seat to Nephihah, and confined himself wholly to the 

high priesthood of the holy order of God, to the testimony of the word, according to the spirit of 

revelation and prophecy. 

Alma 10:13 

13. Nevertheless, there were some among them who thought to question them, that by their 

cunning devices they might catch them in their words, that they might find witness against them, 

that they might deliver them to their judges that they might be judged according to the law, and 

that they might be slain or cast into prison, according to the crime which they could make appear 

or witness against them. 

Alma 10:14 

14. Now it was those men who sought to destroy them, who were lawyers, who were hired or 

appointed by the people to administer the law at their times of trials, or at the trials of the crimes 

of the people before the judges. 

Alma 10:27 

27. And now behold, I say unto you, that the foundation of the destruction of this people is 

beginning to be laid by the unrighteousness of your lawyers and your judges. 

Alma 10:29 

29. And again, he has reviled against our lawyers, and our judges. 

Alma 11:1 

1. Now it was in the law of Mosiah that every man who was a judge of the law, or those who 

were appointed to be judges, should receive wages according to the time which they labored to 

judge those who were brought before them to be judged. 

Alma 11:4 

4. Now these are the names of the different pieces of their gold, and of their silver, according to 

their value. And the names are given by the Nephites, for they did not reckon after the manner of 

the Jews who were at Jerusalem; neither did they measure after the manner of the Jews; but they 

altered their reckoning and their measure, according to the minds and the circumstances of the 



people, in every generation, until the reign of the judges, they having been established by king 

Mosiah. 

Alma 14:2 

2. But the more part of them were desirous that they might destroy Alma and Amulek; for they 

were angry with Alma, because of the plainness of his words unto Zeezrom; and they also said 

that Amulek had lied unto them, and had reviled against their law and also against their lawyers 

and judges. 

Alma 14:5 

5. And the people went forth and witnessed against them—testifying that they had reviled 

against the law, and their lawyers and judges of the land, and also of all the people that were in 

the land; and also testified that there was but one God, and that he should send his Son among 

the people, but he should not save them; and many such things did the people testify against 

Alma and Amulek. Now this was done before the chief judge of the land. 

Alma 14:18 

18. And when they had been cast into prison three days, there came many lawyers, and judges, 

and priests, and teachers, who were of the profession of Nehor; and they came in unto the prison 

to see them, and they questioned them about many words; but they answered them nothing. 

Alma 14:23 

23. And it came to pass after they had thus suffered for many days, (and it was on the twelfth 

day, in the tenth month, in the tenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi) that 

the chief judge over the land of Ammonihah and many of their teachers and their lawyers went in 

unto the prison where Alma and Amulek were bound with cords. 

Alma 15:19 

19. And thus ended the tenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 16:1 

1. And it came to pass in the eleventh year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, on 

the fifth day of the second month, there having been much peace in the land of Zarahemla, there 

having been no wars nor contentions for a certain number of years, even until the fifth day of the 

second month in the eleventh year, there was a cry of war heard throughout the land. 

Alma 16:9 

9. And thus ended the eleventh year of the judges, the Lamanites having been driven out of the 

land, and the people of Ammonihah were destroyed; yea, every living soul of the 

Ammonihahites was destroyed, and also their great city, which they said God could not destroy, 

because of its greatness. 

Alma 16:12 

12. And the Lamanites did not come again to war against the Nephites until the fourteenth year 

of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. And thus for three years did the people of 

Nephi have continual peace in all the land. 

Alma 16:21 

21. And now after the church had been established throughout all the land—having got the 

victory over the devil, and the word of God being preached in its purity in all the land, and the 

Lord pouring out his blessings upon the people—thus ended the fourteenth year of the reign of 

the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 17:6 



6. Now these were their journeyings: Having taken leave of their father, Mosiah, in the first year 

of the judges; having refused the kingdom which their father was desirous to confer upon them, 

and also this was the minds of the people; 

Alma 28:7 

7. And thus endeth the fifteenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi; 

Alma 28:9 

9. And this is the account of the wars and contentions among the Nephites, and also the wars 

between the Nephites and the Lamanites; and the fifteenth year of the reign of the judges is 

ended. 

Alma 30:2 

2. Now their dead were not numbered because of the greatness of their numbers; neither were the 

dead of the Nephites numbered—but it came to pass after they had buried their dead, and also 

after the days of fasting, and mourning, and prayer, (and it was in the sixteenth year of the reign 

of the judges over the people of Nephi) there began to be continual peace throughout all the land. 

Alma 30:4 

4. And thus the people did have no disturbance in all the sixteenth year of the reign of the judges 

over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 30:5 

5. And it came to pass that in the commencement of the seventeenth year of the reign of the 

judges, there was continual peace. 

Alma 30:32 

32. Now Alma said unto him: Thou knowest that we do not glut ourselves upon the labors of this 

people; for behold I have labored even from the commencement of the reign of the judges until 

now, with mine own hands for my support, notwithstanding my many travels round about the 

land to declare the word of God unto my people. 

Alma 35:12 

12. And thus ended the seventeenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 35:13 

13. And the people of Ammon departed out of the land of Jershon, and came over into the land 

of Melek, and gave place in the land of Jershon for the armies of the Nephites, that they might 

contend with the armies of the Lamanites and the armies of the Zoramites; and thus commenced 

a war betwixt the Lamanites and the Nephites, in the eighteenth year of the reign of the judges; 

and an account shall be given of their wars hereafter. 

Alma 41:7 

7. These are they that are redeemed of the Lord; yea, these are they that are taken out, that are 

delivered from that endless night of darkness; and thus they stand or fall; for behold, they are 

their own judges, whether to do good or do evil. 

Alma 43:3 

3. And now I return to an account of the wars between the Nephites and the Lamanites, in the 

eighteenth year of the reign of the judges. 

Alma 44:24 

24. And thus ended the eighteenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. And 

thus ended the record of Alma, which was written upon the plates of Nephi. 

Alma 45:2 



2. And it came to pass in the nineteenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, 

that Alma came unto his son Helaman and said unto him: Believest thou the words which I spake 

unto thee concerning those records which have been kept? 

Alma 45:20 

20. And now it came to pass in the commencement of the nineteenth year of the reign of the 

judges over the people of Nephi, that Helaman went forth among the people to declare the word 

unto them. 

Alma 46:4 

4. And Amalickiah was desirous to be a king; and those people who were wroth were also 

desirous that he should be their king; and they were the greater part of them the lower judges of 

the land, and they were seeking for power. 

Alma 46:34 

34. Now, Moroni being a man who was appointed by the chief judges and the voice of the 

people, therefore he had power according to his will with the armies of the Nephites, to establish 

and to exercise authority over them. 

Alma 46:37 

37. And they began to have peace again in the land; and thus they did maintain peace in the land 

until nearly the end of the nineteenth year of the reign of the judges. 

Alma 48:2 

2. And thus he did inspire their hearts against the Nephites, insomuch that in the latter end of the 

nineteenth year of the reign of the judges, he having accomplished his designs thus far, yea, 

having been made king over the Lamanites, he sought also to reign over all the land, yea, and all 

the people who were in the land, the Nephites as well as the Lamanites. 

Alma 49:29 

29. And thus ended the nineteenth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 50:1 

1. And now it came to pass that Moroni did not stop making preparations for war, or to defend 

his people against the Lamanites; for he caused that his armies should commence in the 

commencement of the twentieth year of the reign of the judges, that they should commence in 

digging up heaps of earth round about all the cities, throughout all the land which was possessed 

by the Nephites. 

Alma 50:17 

17. And in these prosperous circumstances were the people of Nephi in the commencement of 

the twenty and first year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 50:23 

23. But behold there never was a happier time among the people of Nephi, since the days of 

Nephi, than in the days of Moroni, yea, even at this time, in the twenty and first year of the reign 

of the judges. 

Alma 50:24 

24. And it came to pass that the twenty and second year of the reign of the judges also ended in 

peace; yea, and also the twenty and third year. 

Alma 50:25 

25. And it came to pass that in the commencement of the twenty and fourth year of the reign of 

the judges, there would also have been peace among the people of Nephi had it not been for a 

contention which took place among them concerning the land of Lehi, and the land of 



Morianton, which joined upon the borders of Lehi; both of which were on the borders by the 

seashore. 

Alma 50:35 

35. And it came to pass that the army which was sent by Moroni, which was led by a man whose 

name was Teancum, did meet the people of Morianton; and so stubborn were the people of 

Morianton, (being inspired by his wickedness and his flattering words) that a battle commenced 

between them, in the which Teancum did slay Morianton and defeat his army, and took them 

prisoners, and returned to the camp of Moroni. And thus ended the twenty and fourth year of the 

reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 51:1 

1. And now it came to pass in the commencement of the twenty and fifth year of the reign of the 

judges over the people of Nephi, they having established peace between the people of Lehi and 

the people of Morianton concerning their lands, and having commenced the twenty and fifth year 

in peace; 

Alma 51:12 

12. Yea, even Amalickiah did himself come down, at the head of the Lamanites. And it was in 

the twenty and fifth year of the reign of the judges; and it was at the same time that they had 

begun to settle the affairs of their contentions concerning the chief judge, Pahoran. 

Alma 51:37 

37. And thus endeth the twenty and fifth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi; 

and thus endeth the days of Amalickiah. 

Alma 52:1 

1. And now, it came to pass in the twenty and sixth year of the reign of the judges over the 

people of Nephi, behold, when the Lamanites awoke on the first morning of the first month, 

behold, they found Amalickiah was dead in his own tent; and they also saw that Teancum was 

ready to give them battle on that day. 

Alma 52:14 

14. And thus were the Nephites in those dangerous circumstances in the ending of the twenty and 

sixth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 52:15 

15. But behold, it came to pass in the twenty and seventh year of the reign of the judges, that 

Teancum, by the command of Moroni—who had established armies to protect the south and the 

west borders of the land, and had begun his march towards the land Bountiful, that he might 

assist Teancum with his men in retaking the cities which they had lost— 

Alma 52:18 

18. And it came to pass that Moroni did arrive with his army at the land of Bountiful, in the latter 

end of the twenty and seventh year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 53:23 

23. And thus ended the twenty and eighth year of the reign of the judges over the people of 

Nephi. 

Alma 54:1 

1. And now it came to pass in the commencement of the twenty and ninth year of the judges, that 

Ammoron sent unto Moroni desiring that he would exchange prisoners. 

Alma 55:35 

35. And thus ended the twenty and ninth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 56:1 



1. And now it came to pass in the commencement of the thirtieth year of the reign of the judges, 

on the second day in the first month, Moroni received an epistle from Helaman, stating the 

affairs of the people in that quarter of the land. 

Alma 57:5 

5. And thus ended the twenty and eighth year of the reign of the judges. 

Alma 59:1 

1. Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, 

after Moroni had received and had read Helaman’s epistle, he was exceedingly rejoiced because 

of the welfare, yea, the exceeding success which Helaman had had, in obtaining those lands 

which were lost. 

Alma 62:11 

11. And thus ended the thirtieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi; Moroni 

and Pahoran having restored peace to the land of Zarahemla, among their own people, having 

inflicted death upon all those who were not true to the cause of freedom. 

Alma 62:12 

12. And it came to pass in the commencement of the thirty and first year of the reign of the 

judges over the people of Nephi, Moroni immediately caused that provisions should be sent, and 

also an army of six thousand men should be sent unto Helaman, to assist him in preserving that 

part of the land. 

Alma 62:39 

39. And thus ended the thirty and first year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi; 

and thus they had had wars, and bloodsheds, and famine, and affliction, for the space of many 

years. 

Alma 62:47 

47. Yea, and regulations were made concerning the law. And their judges, and their chief judges 

were chosen. 

Alma 62:52 

52. And it came to pass that all these things were done. And Helaman died, in the thirty and fifth 

year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Alma 63:1 

1. And it came to pass in the commencement of the thirty and sixth year of the reign of the 

judges over the people of Nephi, that Shiblon took possession of those sacred things which had 

been delivered unto Helaman by Alma. 

Alma 63:3 

3. And it came to pass that Moroni died also. And thus ended the thirty and sixth year of the 

reign of the judges. 

Alma 63:4 

4. And it came to pass that in the thirty and seventh year of the reign of the judges, there was a 

large company of men, even to the amount of five thousand and four hundred men, with their 

wives and their children, departed out of the land of Zarahemla into the land which was 

northward. 

Alma 63:10 

10. And it came to pass in the thirty and ninth year of the reign of the judges, Shiblon died also, 

and Corianton had gone forth to the land northward in a ship, to carry forth provisions unto the 

people who had gone forth into that land. 

Alma 63:16 



16. And thus ended the thirty and ninth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 1:1 

1. And now behold, it came to pass in the commencement of the fortieth year of the reign of the 

judges over the people of Nephi, there began to be a serious difficulty among the people of the 

Nephites. 

Helaman 1:13 

13. And now behold, Pacumeni was appointed, according to the voice of the people, to be a chief 

judge and a governor over the people, to reign in the stead of his brother Pahoran; and it was 

according to his right. And all this was done in the fortieth year of the reign of the judges; and it 

had an end. 

Helaman 1:14 

14. And it came to pass in the forty and first year of the reign of the judges, that the Lamanites 

had gathered together an innumerable army of men, and armed them with swords, and with 

cimeters and with bows, and with arrows, and with head-plates, and with breastplates, and with 

all manner of shields of every kind. 

Helaman 1:34 

34. And thus ended the forty and first year of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 2:1 

1. And it came to pass in the forty and second year of the reign of the judges, after Moronihah 

had established again peace between the Nephites and the Lamanites, behold there was no one to 

fill the judgment-seat; therefore there began to be a contention again among the people 

concerning who should fill the judgment-seat. 

Helaman 2:12 

12. And more of this Gadianton shall be spoken hereafter. And thus ended the forty and second 

year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 3:1 

1. And now it came to pass in the forty and third year of the reign of the judges, there was no 

contention among the people of Nephi save it were a little pride which was in the church, which 

did cause some little dissensions among the people, which affairs were settled in the ending of 

the forty and third year. 

Helaman 3:18 

18. The forty and sixth year of the reign of the judges ended; 

Helaman 3:22 

22. And it came to pass that the wars and contentions began to cease, in a small degree, among 

the people of the Nephites, in the latter end of the forty and eighth year of the reign of the judges 

over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 3:23 

23. And it came to pass in the forty and ninth year of the reign of the judges, there was continual 

peace established in the land, all save it were the secret combinations which Gadianton the 

robber had established in the more settled parts of the land, which at that time were not known 

unto those who were at the head of government; therefore they were not destroyed out of the 

land. 

Helaman 3:32 

32. And it came to pass that there was peace and exceedingly great joy in the remainder of the 

forty and ninth year; yea, and also there was continual peace and great joy in the fiftieth year of 

the reign of the judges. 



Helaman 3:33 

33. And in the fifty and first year of the reign of the judges there was peace also, save it were the 

pride which began to enter into the church—not into the church of God, but into the hearts of the 

people who professed to belong to the church of God— 

Helaman 3:37 

37. And it came to pass in the fifty and third year of the reign of the judges, Helaman died, and 

his eldest son Nephi began to reign in his stead. And it came to pass that he did fill the judgment-

seat with justice and equity; yea, he did keep the commandments of God, and did walk in the 

ways of his father. 

Helaman 4:4 

4. But it came to pass in the fifty and sixth year of the reign of the judges, there were dissenters 

who went up from the Nephites unto the Lamanites; and they succeeded with those others in 

stirring them up to anger against the Nephites; and they were all that year preparing for war. 

Helaman 4:5 

5. And in the fifty and seventh year they did come down against the Nephites to battle, and they 

did commence the work of death; yea, insomuch that in the fifty and eighth year of the reign of 

the judges they succeeded in obtaining possession of the land of Zarahemla; yea, and also all the 

lands, even unto the land which was near the land Bountiful. 

Helaman 4:8 

8. And thus those dissenters of the Nephites, with the help of a numerous army of the Lamanites, 

had obtained all the possession of the Nephites which was in the land southward. And all this 

was done in the fifty and eighth and ninth years of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 4:9 

9. And it came to pass in the sixtieth year of the reign of the judges, Moronihah did succeed with 

his armies in obtaining many parts of the land; yea, they regained many cities which had fallen 

into the hands of the Lamanites. 

Helaman 4:10 

10. And it came to pass in the sixty and first year of the reign of the judges they succeeded in 

regaining even the half of all their possessions. 

Helaman 4:17 

17. And thus ended the sixty and first year of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 4:18 

18. And it came to pass in the sixty and second year of the reign of the judges, that Moronihah 

could obtain no more possessions over the Lamanites. 

Helaman 6:1 

1. And it came to pass that when the sixty and second year of the reign of the judges had ended, 

all these things had happened and the Lamanites had become, the more part of them, a righteous 

people, insomuch that their righteousness did exceed that of the Nephites, because of their 

firmness and their steadiness in the faith. 

Helaman 6:15 

15. And it came to pass that in the sixty and sixth year of the reign of the judges, behold, 

Cezoram was murdered by an unknown hand as he sat upon the judgment-seat. And it came to 

pass that in the same year, that his son, who had been appointed by the people in his stead, was 

also murdered. And thus ended the sixty and sixth year. 

Helaman 6:32 



32. And it came to pass that all these iniquities did come unto them in the space of not many 

years, insomuch that a more part of it had come unto them in the sixty and seventh year of the 

reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 6:41 

41. And it came to pass that thus ended the sixty and eighth year of the reign of the judges over 

the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 7:1 

1. Behold, now it came to pass in the sixty and ninth year of the reign of the judges over the 

people of the Nephites, that Nephi, the son of Helaman, returned to the land of Zarahemla from 

the land northward. 

Helaman 8:1 

1. And now it came to pass that when Nephi had said these words, behold, there were men who 

were judges, who also belonged to the secret band of Gadianton, and they were angry, and they 

cried out against him, saying unto the people: Why do ye not seize upon this man and bring him 

forth, that he may be condemned according to the crime which he has done? 

Helaman 8:4 

4. And those judges were angry with him because he spake plainly unto them concerning their 

secret works of darkness; nevertheless, they durst not lay their own hands upon him, for they 

feared the people lest they should cry out against them. 

Helaman 9:11 

11. And thus also those judges who were at the garden of Nephi, and heard his words, were also 

gathered together at the burial. 

Helaman 9:13 

13. And it came to pass that the judges desired that they should be brought; and they were 

brought, and behold they were the five who were sent; and behold the judges inquired of them to 

know concerning the matter, and they told them all that they had done, saying: 

Helaman 9:16 

16. And now it came to pass that the judges did expound the matter unto the people, and did cry 

out against Nephi, saying: Behold, we know that this Nephi must have agreed with some one to 

slay the judge, and then he might declare it unto us, that he might convert us unto his faith, that 

he might raise himself to be a great man, chosen of God, and a prophet. 

Helaman 9:18 

18. And it came to pass that the five were liberated on the day of the burial. Nevertheless, they 

did rebuke the judges in the words which they had spoken against Nephi, and did contend with 

them one by one, insomuch that they did confound them. 

Helaman 10:19 

19. And thus ended the seventy and first year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 11:1 

1. And now it came to pass in the seventy and second year of the reign of the judges that the 

contentions did increase, insomuch that there were wars throughout all the land among all the 

people of Nephi. 

Helaman 11:8 

8. And the people began to plead with their chief judges and their leaders, that they would say 

unto Nephi: Behold, we know that thou art a man of God, and therefore cry unto the Lord our 

God that he turn away from us this famine, lest all the words which thou hast spoken concerning 

our destruction be fulfilled. 



Helaman 11:9 

9. And it came to pass that the judges did say unto Nephi, according to the words which had been 

desired. And it came to pass that when Nephi saw that the people had repented and did humble 

themselves in sackcloth, he cried again unto the Lord, saying: 

Helaman 11:24 

24. And it came to pass that in the eightieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of 

Nephi, there were a certain number of the dissenters from the people of Nephi, who had some 

years before gone over unto the Lamanites, and taken upon themselves the name of Lamanites, 

and also a certain number who were real descendants of the Lamanites, being stirred up to anger 

by them, or by those dissenters, therefore they commenced a war with their brethren. 

Helaman 11:29 

29. But behold, it came to pass that in that same year they were driven back even into their own 

lands. And thus ended the eightieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 11:35 

35. And thus ended the eighty and first year of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 16:9 

9. And thus ended the eighty and sixth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 16:10 

10. And thus ended also the eighty and seventh year of the reign of the judges, the more part of 

the people remaining in their pride and wickedness, and the lesser part walking more 

circumspectly before God. 

Helaman 16:11 

11. And these were the conditions also, in the eighty and eighth year of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 16:12 

12. And there was but little alteration in the affairs of the people, save it were the people began 

to be more hardened in iniquity, and do more and more of that which was contrary to the 

commandments of God, in the eighty and ninth year of the reign of the judges. 

Helaman 16:13 

13. But it came to pass in the ninetieth year of the reign of the judges, there were great signs 

given unto the people, and wonders; and the words of the prophets began to be fulfilled. 

Helaman 16:24 

24. And thus ended the ninetieth year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

3 Nephi 6:21 

21. Now there were many of the people who were exceedingly angry because of those who 

testified of these things; and those who were angry were chiefly the chief judges, and they who 

had been high priests and lawyers; yea, all those who were lawyers were angry with those who 

testified of these things. 

3 Nephi 6:23 

23. Now there were many of those who testified of the things pertaining to Christ who testified 

boldly, who were taken and put to death secretly by the judges, that the knowledge of their death 

came not unto the governor of the land until after their death. 

3 Nephi 6:25 

25. Therefore a complaint came up unto the land of Zarahemla, to the governor of the land, 

against these judges who had condemned the prophets of the Lord unto death, not according to 

the law. 

3 Nephi 6:27 



27. Now it came to pass that those judges had many friends and kindreds; and the remainder, 

yea, even almost all the lawyers and the high priests, did gather themselves together, and unite 

with the kindreds of those judges who were to be tried according to the law. 

 

 

Anti-Christ 

Alma 30: 

1. Behold, now it came to pass that after the people of Ammon were established in the land of 

Jershon, yea, and also after the Lamanites were driven out of the land, and their dead were buried 

by the people of the land— 

2. Now their dead were not numbered because of the greatness of their numbers; neither were the 

dead of the Nephites numbered—but it came to pass after they had buried their dead, and also 

after the days of fasting, and mourning, and prayer, (and it was in the sixteenth year of the reign 

of the judges over the people of Nephi) there began to be continual peace throughout all the land. 

3. Yea, and the people did observe to keep the commandments of the Lord; and they were strict 

in observing the ordinances of God, according to the law of Moses; for they were taught to keep 

the law of Moses until it should be fulfilled. 

4. And thus the people did have no disturbance in all the sixteenth year of the reign of the judges 

over the people of Nephi. 

5. And it came to pass that in the commencement of the seventeenth year of the reign of the 

judges, there was continual peace. 

6. But it came to pass in the latter end of the seventeenth year, there came a man into the land of 

Zarahemla, and he was Anti-Christ, for he began to preach unto the people against the 

prophecies which had been spoken by the prophets, concerning the coming of Christ. 

7. Now there was no law against a man’s belief; for it was strictly contrary to the commands of 

God that there should be a law which should bring men on to unequal grounds. 

8. For thus saith the scripture: Choose ye this day, whom ye will serve. 

9. Now if a man desired to serve God, it was his privilege; or rather, if he believed in God it was 

his privilege to serve him; but if he did not believe in him there was no law to punish him. 

10. But if he murdered he was punished unto death; and if he robbed he was also punished; and if 

he stole he was also punished; and if he committed adultery he was also punished; yea, for all 

this wickedness they were punished. 

11. For there was a law that men should be judged according to their crimes. Nevertheless, there 

was no law against a man’s belief; therefore, a man was punished only for the crimes which he 

had done; therefore all men were on equal grounds. 

12. And this Anti-Christ, whose name was Korihor, (and the law could have no hold upon him) 

began to preach unto the people that there should be no Christ. And after this manner did he 

preach, saying: 

13. O ye that are bound down under a foolish and a vain hope, why do ye yoke yourselves with 

such foolish things? Why do ye look for a Christ? For no man can know of anything which is to 

come. 



14. Behold, these things which ye call prophecies, which ye say are handed down by holy 

prophets, behold, they are foolish traditions of your fathers. 

15. How do ye know of their surety? Behold, ye cannot know of things which ye do not see; 

therefore ye cannot know that there shall be a Christ. 

16. Ye look forward and say that ye see a remission of your sins. But behold, it is the effect of a 

frenzied mind; and this derangement of your minds comes because of the traditions of your 

fathers, which lead you away into a belief of things which are not so. 

17. And many more such things did he say unto them, telling them that there could be no 

atonement made for the sins of men, but every man fared in this life according to the 

management of the creature; therefore every man prospered according to his genius, and that 

every man conquered according to his strength; and whatsoever a man did was no crime. 

18. And thus he did preach unto them, leading away the hearts of many, causing them to lift up 

their heads in their wickedness, yea, leading away many women, and also men, to commit 

whoredoms—telling them that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof. 

19. Now this man went over to the land of Jershon also, to preach these things among the people 

of Ammon, who were once the people of the Lamanites. 

20. But behold they were more wise than many of the Nephites; for they took him, and bound 

him, and carried him before Ammon, who was a high priest over that people. 

21. And it came to pass that he caused that he should be carried out of the land. And he came 

over into the land of Gideon, and began to preach unto them also; and here he did not have much 

success, for he was taken and bound and carried before the high priest, and also the chief judge 

over the land. 

22. And it came to pass that the high priest said unto him: Why do ye go about perverting the 

ways of the Lord? Why do ye teach this people that there shall be no Christ, to interrupt their 

rejoicings? Why do ye speak against all the prophecies of the holy prophets? 

23. Now the high priest’s name was Giddonah. And Korihor said unto him: Because I do not 

teach the foolish traditions of your fathers, and because I do not teach this people to bind 

themselves down under the foolish ordinances and performances which are laid down by ancient 

priests, to usurp power and authority over them, to keep them in ignorance, that they may not lift 

up their heads, but be brought down according to thy words. 

24. Ye say that this people is a free people. Behold, I say they are in bondage. Ye say that those 

ancient prophecies are true. Behold, I say that ye do not know that they are true. 

25. Ye say that this people is a guilty and a fallen people, because of the transgression of a 

parent. Behold, I say that a child is not guilty because of its parents. 

26. And ye also say that Christ shall come. But behold, I say that ye do not know that there shall 

be a Christ. And ye say also that he shall be slain for the sins of the world— 

27. And thus ye lead away this people after the foolish traditions of your fathers, and according 

to your own desires; and ye keep them down, even as it were in bondage, that ye may glut 

yourselves with the labors of their hands, that they durst not look up with boldness, and that they 

durst not enjoy their rights and privileges. 

28. Yea, they durst not make use of that which is their own lest they should offend their priests, 

who do yoke them according to their desires, and have brought them to believe, by their 

traditions and their dreams and their whims and their visions and their pretended mysteries, that 



they should, if they did not do according to their words, offend some unknown being, who they 

say is God—a being who never has been seen or known, who never was nor ever will be. 

29. Now when the high priest and the chief judge saw the hardness of his heart, yea, when they 

saw that he would revile even against God, they would not make any reply to his words; but they 

caused that he should be bound; and they delivered him up into the hands of the officers, and 

sent him to the land of Zarahemla, that he might be brought before Alma, and the chief judge 

who was governor over all the land. 

30. And it came to pass that when he was brought before Alma and the chief judge, he did go on 

in the same manner as he did in the land of Gideon; yea, he went on to blaspheme. 

31. And he did rise up in great swelling words before Alma, and did revile against the priests and 

teachers, accusing them of leading away the people after the silly traditions of their fathers, for 

the sake of glutting on the labors of the people. 

32. Now Alma said unto him: Thou knowest that we do not glut ourselves upon the labors of this 

people; for behold I have labored even from the commencement of the reign of the judges until 

now, with mine own hands for my support, notwithstanding my many travels round about the 

land to declare the word of God unto my people. 

33. And notwithstanding the many labors which I have performed in the church, I have never 

received so much as even one senine for my labor; neither has any of my brethren, save it were 

in the judgment-seat; and then we have received only according to law for our time. 

34. And now, if we do not receive anything for our labors in the church, what doth it profit us to 

labor in the church save it were to declare the truth, that we may have rejoicings in the joy of our 

brethren? 

35. Then why sayest thou that we preach unto this people to get gain, when thou, of thyself, 

knowest that we receive no gain? And now, believest thou that we deceive this people, that 

causes such joy in their hearts? 

36. And Korihor answered him, Yea. 

37. And then Alma said unto him: Believest thou that there is a God? 

38. And he answered, Nay. 

39. Now Alma said unto him: Will ye deny again that there is a God, and also deny the Christ? 

For behold, I say unto you, I know there is a God, and also that Christ shall come. 

40. And now what evidence have ye that there is no God, or that Christ cometh not? I say unto 

you that ye have none, save it be your word only. 

41. But, behold, I have all things as a testimony that these things are true; and ye also have all 

things as a testimony unto you that they are true; and will ye deny them? Believest thou that 

these things are true? 

42. Behold, I know that thou believest, but thou art possessed with a lying spirit, and ye have put 

off the Spirit of God that it may have no place in you; but the devil has power over you, and he 

doth carry you about, working devices that he may destroy the children of God. 

43. And now Korihor said unto Alma: If thou wilt show me a sign, that I may be convinced that 

there is a God, yea, show unto me that he hath power, and then will I be convinced of the truth of 

thy words. 

44. But Alma said unto him: Thou hast had signs enough; will ye tempt your God? Will ye say, 

Show unto me a sign, when ye have the testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all the holy 



prophets? The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things denote there is a God; yea, even 

the earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the 

planets which move in their regular form do witness that there is a Supreme Creator. 

45. And yet do ye go about, leading away the hearts of this people, testifying unto them there is 

no God? And yet will ye deny against all these witnesses? And he said: Yea, I will deny, except 

ye shall show me a sign. 

46. And now it came to pass that Alma said unto him: Behold, I am grieved because of the 

hardness of your heart, yea, that ye will still resist the spirit of the truth, that thy soul may be 

destroyed. 

47. But behold, it is better that thy soul should be lost than that thou shouldst be the means of 

bringing many souls down to destruction, by thy lying and by thy flattering words; therefore if 

thou shalt deny again, behold God shall smite thee, that thou shalt become dumb, that thou shalt 

never open thy mouth any more, that thou shalt not deceive this people any more. 

48. Now Korihor said unto him: I do not deny the existence of a God, but I do not believe that 

there is a God; and I say also, that ye do not know that there is a God; and except ye show me a 

sign, I will not believe. 

49. Now Alma said unto him: This will I give unto thee for a sign, that thou shalt be struck 

dumb, according to my words; and I say, that in the name of God, ye shall be struck dumb, that 

ye shall no more have utterance. 

50. Now when Alma had said these words, Korihor was struck dumb, that he could not have 

utterance, according to the words of Alma. 

51. And now when the chief judge saw this, he put forth his hand and wrote unto Korihor, 

saying: Art thou convinced of the power of God? In whom did ye desire that Alma should show 

forth his sign? Would ye that he should afflict others, to show unto thee a sign? Behold, he has 

showed unto you a sign; and now will ye dispute more? 

 

 

King-men 
Alma 51:5 

5. And it came to pass that those who were desirous that Pahoran should be dethroned from the 

judgment-seat were called king-men, for they were desirous that the law should be altered in a 

manner to overthrow the free government and to establish a king over the land. 

Alma 51:7 

7. And it came to pass that this matter of their contention was settled by the voice of the people. 

And it came to pass that the voice of the people came in favor of the freemen, and Pahoran 

retained the judgment-seat, which caused much rejoicing among the brethren of Pahoran and also 

many of the people of liberty, who also put the king-men to silence, that they durst not oppose 

but were obliged to maintain the cause of freedom. 

Alma 51:13 

13. And it came to pass that when the men who were called king-men had heard that the 

Lamanites were coming down to battle against them, they were glad in their hearts; and they 



refused to take up arms, for they were so wroth with the chief judge, and also with the people of 

liberty, that they would not take up arms to defend their country. 

Alma 51:17 

17. And it came to pass that Moroni commanded that his army should go against those king-men, 

to pull down their pride and their nobility and level them with the earth, or they should take up 

arms and support the cause of liberty. 

Alma 51:21 

21. And thus Moroni put an end to those king-men, that there were not any known by the 

appellation of king-men; and thus he put an end to the stubbornness and the pride of those people 

who professed the blood of nobility; but they were brought down to humble themselves like unto 

their brethren, and to fight valiantly for their freedom from bondage. 

Alma 60:16 

16. Yea, had it not been for the war which broke out among ourselves; yea, were it not for these 

king-men, who caused so much bloodshed among ourselves; yea, at the time we were contending 

among ourselves, if we had united our strength as we hitherto have done; yea, had it not been for 

the desire of power and authority which those king-men had over us; had they been true to the 

cause of our freedom, and united with us, and gone forth against our enemies, instead of taking 

up their swords against us, which was the cause of so much bloodshed among ourselves; yea, if 

we had gone forth against them in the strength of the Lord, we should have dispersed our 

enemies, for it would have been done, according to the fulfilling of his word. 

Alma 60:17 

17. But behold, now the Lamanites are coming upon us, taking possession of our lands, and they 

are murdering our people with the sword, yea, our women and our children, and also carrying 

them away captive, causing them that they should suffer all manner of afflictions, and this 

because of the great wickedness of those who are seeking for power and authority, yea, even 

those king-men. 

Alma 62:9 

9. And the men of Pachus received their trial, according to the law, and also those king-men who 

had been taken and cast into prison; and they were executed according to the law; yea, those men 

of Pachus and those king-men, whosoever would not take up arms in the defence of their 

country, but would fight against it, were put to death. 

 

Free-men 
Alma 51:6 

6. And those who were desirous that Pahoran should remain chief judge over the land took upon 

them the name of freemen; and thus was the division among them, for the freemen had sworn or 

covenanted to maintain their rights and the privileges of their religion by a free government. 

Alma 51:7 

7. And it came to pass that this matter of their contention was settled by the voice of the people. 

And it came to pass that the voice of the people came in favor of the freemen, and Pahoran 

retained the judgment-seat, which caused much rejoicing among the brethren of Pahoran and also 



many of the people of liberty, who also put the king-men to silence, that they durst not oppose 

but were obliged to maintain the cause of freedom. 

Alma 60:25 

25. And except ye grant mine epistle, and come out and show unto me a true spirit of freedom, 

and strive to strengthen and fortify our armies, and grant unto them food for their support, behold 

I will leave a part of my freemen to maintain this part of our land, and I will leave the strength 

and the blessings of God upon them, that none other power can operate against them— 

Alma 61:3 

3. But behold, there are those who do joy in your afflictions, yea, insomuch that they have risen 

up in rebellion against me, and also those of my people who are freemen, yea, and those who 

have risen up are exceedingly numerous. 

Alma 61:4 

4. And it is those who have sought to take away the judgment-seat from me that have been the 

cause of this great iniquity; for they have used great flattery, and they have led away the hearts of 

many people, which will be the cause of sore affliction among us; they have withheld our 

provisions, and have daunted our freemen that they have not come unto you. 

Alma 62:6 

6. And thus, when Moroni had gathered together whatsoever men he could in all his march, he 

came to the land of Gideon; and uniting his forces with those of Pahoran they became 

exceedingly strong, even stronger than the men of Pachus, who was the king of those dissenters 

who had driven the freemen out of the land of Zarahemla and had taken possession of the land. 

 

 

Government (s) 
Alma 46:35 

35. And it came to pass that whomsoever of the Amalickiahites that would not enter into a 

covenant to support the cause of freedom, that they might maintain a free government, he caused 

to be put to death; and there were but few who denied the covenant of freedom. 

Alma 51:5 

5. And it came to pass that those who were desirous that Pahoran should be dethroned from the 

judgment-seat were called king-men, for they were desirous that the law should be altered in a 

manner to overthrow the free government and to establish a king over the land. 

Alma 51:6 

6. And those who were desirous that Pahoran should remain chief judge over the land took upon 

them the name of freemen; and thus was the division among them, for the freemen had sworn or 

covenanted to maintain their rights and the privileges of their religion by a free government. 

Alma 54:17 

17. For behold, your fathers did wrong their brethren, insomuch that they did rob them of their 

right to the government when it rightly belonged unto them. 

Alma 54:18 



18. And now behold, if ye will lay down your arms, and subject yourselves to be governed by 

those to whom the government doth rightly belong, then will I cause that my people shall lay 

down their weapons and shall be at war no more. 

Alma 54:24 

24. And behold now, I am a bold Lamanite; behold, this war hath been waged to avenge their 

wrongs, and to maintain and to obtain their rights to the government; and I close my epistle to 

Moroni. 

Alma 58:34 

34. Now we do not know the cause that the government does not grant us more strength; neither 

do those men who came up unto us know why we have not received greater strength. 

Alma 58:36 

36. And if it is not so, behold, we fear that there is some faction in the government, that they do 

not send more men to our assistance; for we know that they are more numerous than that which 

they have sent. 

Alma 59:13 

13. And it came to pass that Moroni was angry with the government, because of their 

indifference concerning the freedom of their country. 

Alma 60:14 

14. And now behold, I say unto you, I fear exceedingly that the judgments of God will come 

upon this people, because of their exceeding slothfulness, yea, even the slothfulness of our 

government, and their exceedingly great neglect towards their brethren, yea, towards those who 

have been slain. 

Alma 60:24 

24. And now, except ye do repent of that which ye have done, and begin to be up and doing, and 

send forth food and men unto us, and also unto Helaman, that he may support those parts of our 

country which he has regained, and that we may also recover the remainder of our possessions in 

these parts, behold it will be expedient that we contend no more with the Lamanites until we 

have first cleansed our inward vessel, yea, even the great head of our government. 

Helaman 1:18 

18. And it came to pass that because of so much contention and so much difficulty in the 

government, that they had not kept sufficient guards in the land of Zarahemla; for they had 

supposed that the Lamanites durst not come into the heart of their lands to attack that great city 

Zarahemla. 

Helaman 3:23 

23. And it came to pass in the forty and ninth year of the reign of the judges, there was continual 

peace established in the land, all save it were the secret combinations which Gadianton the 

robber had established in the more settled parts of the land, which at that time were not known 

unto those who were at the head of government; therefore they were not destroyed out of the 

land. 

Helaman 5:2 



2. For as their laws and their governments were established by the voice of the people, and they 

who chose evil were more numerous than they who chose good, therefore they were ripening for 

destruction, for the laws had become corrupted. 

Helaman 6:39 

39. And thus they did obtain the sole management of the government, insomuch that they did 

trample under their feet and smite and rend and turn their backs upon the poor and the meek, and 

the humble followers of God. 

Helaman 7:5 

5. Condemning the righteous because of their righteousness; letting the guilty and the wicked go 

unpunished because of their money; and moreover to be held in office at the head of government, 

to rule and do according to their wills, that they might get gain and glory of the world, and, 

moreover, that they might the more easily commit adultery, and steal, and kill, and do according 

to their own wills— 

3 Nephi 3:10 

10. And I write this epistle unto you, Lachoneus, and I hope that ye will deliver up your lands 

and your possessions, without the shedding of blood, that this my people may recover their rights 

and government, who have dissented away from you because of your wickedness in retaining 

from them their rights of government, and except ye do this, I will avenge their wrongs. I am 

Giddianhi. 

3 Nephi 7:2 

2. And the people were divided one against another; and they did separate one from another into 

tribes, every man according to his family and his kindred and friends; and thus they did destroy 

the government of the land. 

3 Nephi 7:6 

6. And the regulations of the government were destroyed, because of the secret combination of 

the friends and kindreds of those who murdered the prophets. 

3 Nephi 7:11 

11. And it came to pass that they were not so strong in number as the tribes of the people, who 

were united together save it were their leaders did establish their laws, every one according to his 

tribe; nevertheless they were enemies; notwithstanding they were not a righteous people, yet they 

were united in the hatred of those who had entered into a covenant to destroy the government. 

3 Nephi 7:14 

14. And it came to pass in the thirty and first year that they were divided into tribes, every man 

according to his family, kindred and friends; nevertheless they had come to an agreement that 

they would not go to war one with another; but they were not united as to their laws, and their 

manner of government, for they were established according to the minds of those who were their 

chiefs and their leaders. But they did establish very strict laws that one tribe should not trespass 

against another, insomuch that in some degree they had peace in the land; nevertheless, their 

hearts were turned from the Lord their God, and they did stone the prophets and did cast them 

out from among them. 

3 Nephi 9:9 



9. And behold, that great city Jacobugath, which was inhabited by the people of king Jacob, have 

I caused to be burned with fire because of their sins and their wickedness, which was above all 

the wickedness of the whole earth, because of their secret murders and combinations; for it was 

they that did destroy the peace of my people and the government of the land; therefore I did 

cause them to be burned, to destroy them from before my face, that the blood of the prophets and 

the saints should not come up unto me any more against them. 

 

 

Tribes and Families 
3 Nephi 7:2 

2. And the people were divided one against another; and they did separate one from another into 

tribes, every man according to his family and his kindred and friends; and thus they did destroy 

the government of the land. 

3 Nephi 7:3 

Show Edit Mode 

3. And every tribe did appoint a chief or a leader over them; and thus they became tribes and 

leaders of tribes. 

3 Nephi 7:4 

Show Edit Mode 

4. Now behold, there was no man among them save he had much family and many kindreds and 

friends; therefore their tribes became exceedingly great. 

3 Nephi 7:11 

Show Edit Mode 

11. And it came to pass that they were not so strong in number as the tribes of the people, who 

were united together save it were their leaders did establish their laws, every one according to his 

tribe; nevertheless they were enemies; notwithstanding they were not a righteous people, yet they 

were united in the hatred of those who had entered into a covenant to destroy the government. 

3 Nephi 7:12 

Show Edit Mode 

12. Therefore, Jacob seeing that their enemies were more numerous than they, he being the king 

of the band, therefore he commanded his people that they should take their flight into the 

northernmost part of the land, and there build up unto themselves a kingdom, until they were 

joined by dissenters, (for he flattered them that there would be many dissenters) and they become 

sufficiently strong to contend with the tribes of the people; and they did so. 

3 Nephi 7:14 

Show Edit Mode 

14. And it came to pass in the thirty and first year that they were divided into tribes, every man 

according to his family, kindred and friends; nevertheless they had come to an agreement that 

they would not go to war one with another; but they were not united as to their laws, and their 

manner of government, for they were established according to the minds of those who were their 

chiefs and their leaders. But they did establish very strict laws that one tribe should not trespass 

against another, insomuch that in some degree they had peace in the land; nevertheless, their 

hearts were turned from the Lord their God, and they did stone the prophets and did cast them 

out from among them. 



 

 

Gadianton 
Helaman 2:4 

4. For there was one Gadianton, who was exceedingly expert in many words, and also in his 

craft, to carry on the secret work of murder and of robbery; therefore he became the leader of the 

band of Kishkumen. 

Helaman 2:11 

11. But behold, when Gadianton had found that Kishkumen did not return he feared lest that he 

should be destroyed; therefore he caused that his band should follow him. And they took their 

flight out of the land, by a secret way, into the wilderness; and thus when Helaman sent forth to 

take them they could nowhere be found. 

Helaman 2:12 

12. And more of this Gadianton shall be spoken hereafter. And thus ended the forty and second 

year of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 2:13 

13. And behold, in the end of this book ye shall see that this Gadianton did prove the overthrow, 

yea, almost the entire destruction of the people of Nephi. 

Helaman 3:23 

23. And it came to pass in the forty and ninth year of the reign of the judges, there was continual 

peace established in the land, all save it were the secret combinations which Gadianton the 

robber had established in the more settled parts of the land, which at that time were not known 

unto those who were at the head of government; therefore they were not destroyed out of the 

land. 

Helaman 6:18 

18. And now behold, those murderers and plunderers were a band who had been formed by 

Kishkumen and Gadianton. And now it had come to pass that there were many, even among the 

Nephites, of Gadianton’s band. But behold, they were more numerous among the more wicked 

part of the Lamanites. And they were called Gadianton’s robbers and murderers. 

Helaman 6:24 

24. And whosoever of those who belonged to their band should reveal unto the world of their 

wickedness and their abominations, should be tried, not according to the laws of their country, 

but according to the laws of their wickedness, which had been given by Gadianton and 

Kishkumen. 

Helaman 6:26 

26. Now behold, those secret oaths and covenants did not come forth unto Gadianton from the 

records which were delivered unto Helaman; but behold, they were put into the heart of 

Gadianton by that same being who did entice our first parents to partake of the forbidden fruit— 

Helaman 6:29 



29. Yea, it is that same being who put it into the heart of Gadianton to still carry on the work of 

darkness, and of secret murder; and he has brought it forth from the beginning of man even down 

to this time. 

Helaman 6:37 

37. And it came to pass that the Lamanites did hunt the band of robbers of Gadianton; and they 

did preach the word of God among the more wicked part of them, insomuch that this band of 

robbers was utterly destroyed from among the Lamanites. 

Helaman 7:4 

4. And seeing the people in a state of such awful wickedness, and those Gadianton robbers filling 

the judgment-seats—having usurped the power and authority of the land; laying aside the 

commandments of God, and not in the least aright before him; doing no justice unto the children 

of men; 

Helaman 7:25 

25. Yea, wo be unto you because of that great abomination which has come among you; and ye 

have united yourselves unto it, yea, to that secret band which was established by Gadianton! 

Helaman 8:1 

1. And now it came to pass that when Nephi had said these words, behold, there were men who 

were judges, who also belonged to the secret band of Gadianton, and they were angry, and they 

cried out against him, saying unto the people: Why do ye not seize upon this man and bring him 

forth, that he may be condemned according to the crime which he has done? 

Helaman 8:28 

28. And behold, they both belong to your secret band, whose author is Gadianton and the evil 

one who seeketh to destroy the souls of men. 

Helaman 11:10 

10. O Lord, behold this people repenteth; and they have swept away the band of Gadianton from 

amongst them insomuch that they have become extinct, and they have concealed their secret 

plans in the earth. 

Helaman 11:26 

26. And thus in time, yea, even in the space of not many years, they became an exceedingly great 

band of robbers; and they did search out all the secret plans of Gadianton; and thus they became 

robbers of Gadianton. 

3 Nephi 1:27 

27. And it came to pass that the ninety and third year did also pass away in peace, save it were 

for the Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon the mountains, who did infest the land; for so strong 

were their holds and their secret places that the people could not overpower them; therefore they 

did commit many murders, and did do much slaughter among the people. 

3 Nephi 1:29 

29. And there was also a cause of much sorrow among the Lamanites; for behold, they had many 

children who did grow up and began to wax strong in years, that they became for themselves, 

and were led away by some who were Zoramites, by their lyings and their flattering words, to 

join those Gadianton robbers. 

3 Nephi 2:11 



11. And it came to pass in the thirteenth year there began to be wars and contentions throughout 

all the land; for the Gadianton robbers had become so numerous, and did slay so many of the 

people, and did lay waste so many cities, and did spread so much death and carnage throughout 

the land, that it became expedient that all the people, both the Nephites and the Lamanites, 

should take up arms against them. 

3 Nephi 2:12 

12. Therefore, all the Lamanites who had become converted unto the Lord did unite with their 

brethren, the Nephites, and were compelled, for the safety of their lives and their women and 

their children, to take up arms against those Gadianton robbers, yea, and also to maintain their 

rights, and the privileges of their church and of their worship, and their freedom and their liberty. 

3 Nephi 2:18 

18. And thus ended the fourteenth year. And in the fifteenth year they did come forth against the 

people of Nephi; and because of the wickedness of the people of Nephi, and their many 

contentions and dissensions, the Gadianton robbers did gain many advantages over them. 

3 Nephi 3:9 

9. And behold, I am Giddianhi; and I am the governor of this the secret society of Gadianton; 

which society and the works thereof I know to be good; and they are of ancient date and they 

have been handed down unto us. 

3 Nephi 3:15 

15. Yea, he said unto them: As the Lord liveth, except ye repent of all your iniquities, and cry 

unto the Lord, ye will in nowise be delivered out of the hands of those Gadianton robbers. 

4 Nephi 1:42 

42. And it came to pass that the wicked part of the people began again to build up the secret 

oaths and combinations of Gadianton. 

4 Nephi 1:46 

46. And it came to pass that the robbers of Gadianton did spread over all the face of the land; and 

there were none that were righteous save it were the disciples of Jesus. And gold and silver did 

they lay up in store in abundance, and did traffic in all manner of traffic. 

Mormon 1:18 

18. And these Gadianton robbers, who were among the Lamanites, did infest the land, insomuch 

that the inhabitants thereof began to hide up their treasures in the earth; and they became 

slippery, because the Lord had cursed the land, that they could not hold them, nor retain them 

again. 

Mormon 2:27 

27. And my heart did sorrow because of this the great calamity of my people, because of their 

wickedness and their abominations. But behold, we did go forth against the Lamanites and the 

robbers of Gadianton, until we had again taken possession of the lands of our inheritance. 

Mormon 2:28 

28. And the three hundred and forty and ninth year had passed away. And in the three hundred 

and fiftieth year we made a treaty with the Lamanites and the robbers of Gadianton, in which we 

did get the lands of our inheritance divided. 

 



 

Bands 
Helaman 6:21 

21. But behold, Satan did stir up the hearts of the more part of the Nephites, insomuch that they 

did unite with those bands of robbers, and did enter into their covenants and their oaths, that they 

would protect and preserve one another in whatsoever difficult circumstances they should be 

placed, that they should not suffer for their murders, and their plunderings, and their stealings. 

 

 

 

Band 
Helaman 1:12 

12. Therefore, Kishkumen was not known among the people of Nephi, for he was in disguise at 

the time that he murdered Pahoran. And Kishkumen and his band, who had covenanted with him, 

did mingle themselves among the people, in a manner that they all could not be found; but as 

many as were found were condemned unto death. 

Helaman 2:3 

3. But behold, Kishkumen, who had murdered Pahoran, did lay wait to destroy Helaman also; 

and he was upheld by his band, who had entered into a covenant that no one should know his 

wickedness. 

Helaman 2:4 

4. For there was one Gadianton, who was exceedingly expert in many words, and also in his 

craft, to carry on the secret work of murder and of robbery; therefore he became the leader of the 

band of Kishkumen. 

Helaman 2:5 

5. Therefore he did flatter them, and also Kishkumen, that if they would place him in the 

judgment-seat he would grant unto those who belonged to his band that they should be placed in 

power and authority among the people; therefore Kishkumen sought to destroy Helaman. 

Helaman 2:6 

6. And it came to pass as he went forth towards the judgment-seat to destroy Helaman, behold 

one of the servants of Helaman, having been out by night, and having obtained, through disguise, 

a knowledge of those plans which had been laid by this band to destroy Helaman— 

Helaman 2:8 

8. And when the servant of Helaman had known all the heart of Kishkumen, and how that it was 

his object to murder, and also that it was the object of all those who belonged to his band to 

murder, and to rob, and to gain power, (and this was their secret plan, and their combination) the 

servant of Helaman said unto Kishkumen: Let us go forth unto the judgment-seat. 

Helaman 2:10 

10. And it came to pass that Helaman did send forth to take this band of robbers and secret 

murderers, that they might be executed according to the law. 

Helaman 2:11 



11. But behold, when Gadianton had found that Kishkumen did not return he feared lest that he 

should be destroyed; therefore he caused that his band should follow him. And they took their 

flight out of the land, by a secret way, into the wilderness; and thus when Helaman sent forth to 

take them they could nowhere be found. 

Helaman 6:18 

18. And now behold, those murderers and plunderers were a band who had been formed by 

Kishkumen and Gadianton. And now it had come to pass that there were many, even among the 

Nephites, of Gadianton’s band. But behold, they were more numerous among the more wicked 

part of the Lamanites. And they were called Gadianton’s robbers and murderers. 

Helaman 6:22 

22. And it came to pass that they did have their signs, yea, their secret signs, and their secret 

words; and this that they might distinguish a brother who had entered into the covenant, that 

whatsoever wickedness his brother should do he should not be injured by his brother, nor by 

those who did belong to his band, who had taken this covenant. 

Helaman 6:24 

24. And whosoever of those who belonged to their band should reveal unto the world of their 

wickedness and their abominations, should be tried, not according to the laws of their country, 

but according to the laws of their wickedness, which had been given by Gadianton and 

Kishkumen. 

Helaman 6:37 

37. And it came to pass that the Lamanites did hunt the band of robbers of Gadianton; and they 

did preach the word of God among the more wicked part of them, insomuch that this band of 

robbers was utterly destroyed from among the Lamanites. 

Helaman 7:25 

25. Yea, wo be unto you because of that great abomination which has come among you; and ye 

have united yourselves unto it, yea, to that secret band which was established by Gadianton! 

Helaman 8:1 

1. And now it came to pass that when Nephi had said these words, behold, there were men who 

were judges, who also belonged to the secret band of Gadianton, and they were angry, and they 

cried out against him, saying unto the people: Why do ye not seize upon this man and bring him 

forth, that he may be condemned according to the crime which he has done? 

Helaman 8:28 

28. And behold, they both belong to your secret band, whose author is Gadianton and the evil 

one who seeketh to destroy the souls of men. 

Helaman 11:2 

2. And it was this secret band of robbers who did carry on this work of destruction and 

wickedness. And this war did last all that year; and in the seventy and third year it did also last. 

Helaman 11:10 

10. O Lord, behold this people repenteth; and they have swept away the band of Gadianton from 

amongst them insomuch that they have become extinct, and they have concealed their secret 

plans in the earth. 

Helaman 11:26 



26. And thus in time, yea, even in the space of not many years, they became an exceedingly great 

band of robbers; and they did search out all the secret plans of Gadianton; and thus they became 

robbers of Gadianton. 

Helaman 11:28 

28. And it came to pass that it was expedient that there should be a stop put to this work of 

destruction; therefore they sent an army of strong men into the wilderness and upon the 

mountains to search out this band of robbers, and to destroy them. 

Helaman 11:30 

30. And it came to pass in the commencement of the eighty and first year they did go forth again 

against this band of robbers, and did destroy many; and they were also visited with much 

destruction. 

3 Nephi 3:1 

1. And now it came to pass that in the sixteenth year from the coming of Christ, Lachoneus, the 

governor of the land, received an epistle from the leader and the governor of this band of 

robbers; and these were the words which were written, saying: 

3 Nephi 7:10 

10. And they did call him their king; therefore he became a king over this wicked band; and he 

was one of the chiefest who had given his voice against the prophets who testified of Jesus. 

3 Nephi 7:12 

12. Therefore, Jacob seeing that their enemies were more numerous than they, he being the king 

of the band, therefore he commanded his people that they should take their flight into the 

northernmost part of the land, and there build up unto themselves a kingdom, until they were 

joined by dissenters, (for he flattered them that there would be many dissenters) and they become 

sufficiently strong to contend with the tribes of the people; and they did so. 
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1 Nephi 4:14 

14. And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I remembered the words of the Lord which 

he spake unto me in the wilderness, saying that: Inasmuch as thy seed shall keep my 

commandments, they shall prosper in the land of promise. 

1 Nephi 13:20 

20. And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that they did prosper in the land; and I beheld a 

book, and it was carried forth among them. 

2 Nephi 1:20 

20. And he hath said that: Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments ye shall prosper in the 

land; but inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments ye shall be cut off from my presence. 

2 Nephi 4:4 

4. For the Lord God hath said that: Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments ye shall 

prosper in the land; and inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments ye shall be cut off from 

my presence. 

2 Nephi 5:13 

13. And it came to pass that we began to prosper exceedingly, and to multiply in the land. 

Jarom 1:9 

9. And thus being prepared to meet the Lamanites, they did not prosper against us. But the word 

of the Lord was verified, which he spake unto our fathers, saying that: Inasmuch as ye will keep 

my commandments ye shall prosper in the land. 

Omni 1:6 

6. For the Lord would not suffer, after he had led them out of the land of Jerusalem and kept and 

preserved them from falling into the hands of their enemies, yea, he would not suffer that the 

words should not be verified, which he spake unto our fathers, saying that: Inasmuch as ye will 

not keep my commandments ye shall not prosper in the land. 

Mosiah 1:7 

7. And now, my sons, I would that ye should remember to search them diligently, that ye may 

profit thereby; and I would that ye should keep the commandments of God, that ye may prosper 

in the land according to the promises which the Lord made unto our fathers. 

Mosiah 2:22 

22. And behold, all that he requires of you is to keep his commandments; and he has promised 

you that if ye would keep his commandments ye should prosper in the land; and he never doth 

vary from that which he hath said; therefore, if ye do keep his commandments he doth bless you 

and prosper you. 



Mosiah 2:31 

31. And now, my brethren, I would that ye should do as ye have hitherto done. As ye have kept 

my commandments, and also the commandments of my father, and have prospered, and have 

been kept from falling into the hands of your enemies, even so if ye shall keep the 

commandments of my son, or the commandments of God which shall be delivered unto you by 

him, ye shall prosper in the land, and your enemies shall have no power over you. 

Mosiah 9:9 

9. And we began to till the ground, yea, even with all manner of seeds, with seeds of corn, and of 

wheat, and of barley, and with neas, and with sheum, and with seeds of all manner of fruits; and 

we did begin to multiply and prosper in the land. 

Mosiah 10:5 

5. And I did cause that the women should spin, and toil, and work, and work all manner of fine 

linen, yea, and cloth of every kind, that we might clothe our nakedness; and thus we did prosper 

in the land—thus we did have continual peace in the land for the space of twenty and two years. 

Mosiah 12:15 

15. And behold, we are strong, we shall not come into bondage, or be taken captive by our 

enemies; yea, and thou hast prospered in the land, and thou shalt also prosper. 

Mosiah 21:16 

16. And it came to pass that they began to prosper by degrees in the land, and began to raise 

grain more abundantly, and flocks, and herds, that they did not suffer with hunger. 

Mosiah 23:19 

19. And it came to pass that they began to prosper exceedingly in the land; and they called the 

land Helam. 

Mosiah 23:20 

20. And it came to pass that they did multiply and prosper exceedingly in the land of Helam; and 

they built a city, which they called the city of Helam. 

Alma 9:13 

13. Behold, do ye not remember the words which he spake unto Lehi, saying that: Inasmuch as 

ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper in the land? And again it is said that: 

Inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments ye shall be cut off from the presence of the 

Lord. 

Alma 36:1 

1. My son, give ear to my words; for I swear unto you, that inasmuch as ye shall keep the 

commandments of God ye shall prosper in the land. 

Alma 36:30 

30. But behold, my son, this is not all; for ye ought to know as I do know, that inasmuch as ye 

shall keep the commandments of God ye shall prosper in the land; and ye ought to know also, 

that inasmuch as ye will not keep the commandments of God ye shall be cut off from his 

presence. Now this is according to his word. 

Alma 37:13 



13. O remember, remember, my son Helaman, how strict are the commandments of God. And he 

said: If ye will keep my commandments ye shall prosper in the land—but if ye keep not his 

commandments ye shall be cut off from his presence. 

Alma 38:1 

1. My son, give ear to my words, for I say unto you, even as I said unto Helaman, that inasmuch 

as ye shall keep the commandments of God ye shall prosper in the land; and inasmuch as ye will 

not keep the commandments of God ye shall be cut off from his presence. 

Alma 45:8 

8. Then Alma said unto him: Blessed art thou; and the Lord shall prosper thee in this land. 

Alma 48:15 

15. And this was their faith, that by so doing God would prosper them in the land, or in other 

words, if they were faithful in keeping the commandments of God that he would prosper them in 

the land; yea, warn them to flee, or to prepare for war, according to their danger; 

Alma 48:25 

25. Yea, they could not bear that their brethren should rejoice over the blood of the Nephites, so 

long as there were any who should keep the commandments of God, for the promise of the Lord 

was, if they should keep his commandments they should prosper in the land. 

Alma 50:18 

18. And they did prosper exceedingly, and they became exceedingly rich; yea, and they did 

multiply and wax strong in the land. 

Alma 50:20 

20. Blessed art thou and thy children; and they shall be blessed, inasmuch as they shall keep my 

commandments they shall prosper in the land. But remember, inasmuch as they will not keep my 

commandments they shall be cut off from the presence of the Lord. 

Alma 62:48 

48. And the people of Nephi began to prosper again in the land, and began to multiply and to 

wax exceedingly strong again in the land. And they began to grow exceedingly rich. 

Alma 62:51 

51. And they did pray unto the Lord their God continually, insomuch that the Lord did bless 

them, according to his word, so that they did wax strong and prosper in the land. 

Helaman 3:20 

20. Nevertheless Helaman did fill the judgment-seat with justice and equity; yea, he did observe 

to keep the statutes, and the judgments, and the commandments of God; and he did do that which 

was right in the sight of God continually; and he did walk after the ways of his father, insomuch 

that he did prosper in the land. 

Helaman 11:20 

20. And thus it did come to pass that the people of Nephi began to prosper again in the land, and 

began to build up their waste places, and began to multiply and spread, even until they did cover 

the whole face of the land, both on the northward and on the southward, from the sea west to the 

sea east. 

3 Nephi 6:4 



4. And they began again to prosper and to wax great; and the twenty and sixth and seventh years 

passed away, and there was great order in the land; and they had formed their laws according to 

equity and justice. 

4 Nephi 1:7 

7. And the Lord did prosper them exceedingly in the land; yea, insomuch that they did build 

cities again where there had been cities burned. 

Ether 7:26 

26. And because the people did repent of their iniquities and idolatries the Lord did spare them, 

and they began to prosper again in the land. And it came to pass that Shule begat sons and 

daughters in his old age. 

Ether 9:16 

16. And the Lord began again to take the curse from off the land, and the house of Emer did 

prosper exceedingly under the reign of Emer; and in the space of sixty and two years they had 

become exceedingly strong, insomuch that they became exceedingly rich— 

Ether 10:16 

16. And after he had obtained unto himself the kingdom he did that which was right in the sight 

of the Lord; and the people did prosper in the land; and he did live to a good old age, and begat 

sons and daughters; and he also begat Corom, whom he anointed king in his stead. 
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