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The information, organization, and presentation of these materials are compiled as class notes by 

students and were taken during the discussion and presentation of class materials. As with all personal 

notes there may be misunderstandings, misinterpretations, omissions which may lead to incomplete 

thoughts and conclusions.  These notes are not reviewed by, nor prepared and distributed by the 

instructor.  These class notes are prepared by the students and distributed by the students to assist those 

who may have missed classes or would like to combine them with their personal notes.  Any personal 

interpretation or conclusion derived from these notes are the sole responsibility of the student/reader 

and may or may not be the intended conclusion by the instructor.   

 
The concepts presented in these notes are not to be considered official doctrine or policy of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  The instructor does not represent the Church, nor is considered a 

priesthood leader or authority in the presentation of these materials and class information and 

instruction.  These notes are not meant to correct any one individual, priesthood leader or collective 

entity.  Copyrighted material that may have been presented is used for sources and reference material 

only.  These notes are to be used only as class and personal study aids, where instructional notes may 

be read and studied for individual understanding and clarity.  These class notes are not to be used for, or 

to be considered as a doctrinal source, nor should they be used for any financial gain.  
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Class Notes 3/13/12 

King Follett Discourse   Introduction (Part 1) 

BH Porter 

 
BP: This was Joseph's last conference address...given on Sunday, April 7, 1844 just a few months  before 

his death...this is one of the best preserved sermons ever recorded of his teachings...it summarizes many 

important truths, doctrines and principles he had learned from the time of the 1st vision until this time. It is 

almost as though he realized this may be his most important talk on doctrine and opened the flood gates. 

 

 Before we get into the text...let me remind you of that principle we discussed previously, namely the 3 

M's of the Gospel:  Milk, Meat and Mysteries...and somewhere we ought to slip in the fourth “M” our 

“manuals”.   

 

 As you know the 15 year old's and the adults have the same manual for Gospel Doctrine Class...Thus, 

our correlation department provides instruction to the lowest common  denominator.  Mostly “Milk” is taught 

in our general Gospel educational classes...and if you  want “meat”, you will have to search for it on your 

own...and, along the way if you discover or receive further understanding in the domain of the mysteries, then 

those things  become personal for yourselves...they are not to be broadcast like pearls before swine, nor 

 are you to correct your Gospel doctrine teacher during class...just sit in the back of the class  and 

keep your mouth shut . . . like I do!!  (Laughter in class!) 
 

BP: Let's look at a few scriptures for the next few minutes...We are not discussing mysteries in this 

 class...we are discovering the meat...but, remember that the very first commandment given to  the 

church in this dispensation is found in D&C 6: 7 

 
  7 Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you,                

 and then shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich.  

 
 D&C 121: 26-32  (These are the types of mysteries to contemplate, our relationship with our Creator our 

created environment, and our salvaion) 

 
26 God shall give unto you knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, by the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost, that has not been revealed since the world was 

until now;           

27 Which our forefathers have awaited with anxious expectation to be revealed in the last times, which their minds were pointed to by the angels, as held in 

reserve for the fulness of their glory;       

28 A time to come in the which nothing shall be withheld, whether there be one God or many gods, they shall be manifest.    
29 All thrones and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all who have endured valiantly for the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.           

30 And also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars— 

31 All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, 

and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times—         
32 According to that which was ordained in the midst of the Council of the Eternal God of all other gods before this world was, that should be 

reserved unto the finishing and the end thereof, when every man shall enter into his eternal presence and into his immortal rest. 

 
 D&C 42: 61, 65  (These things can be received by our own personal quest for light and truth) 

 
   61 If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou   

 mayest know the mysteries and peaceable things—that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal.  

  65 Behold, thou shalt observe all these things, and great shall be thy reward; for unto you it is given to know   the 

mysteries of the kingdom, but unto the world it is not given to know them.  

 
BP: Turn to D&C 76: 5-10, 116-118  (Become prepared to remain in the presence of the Lord) 

 
5 For thus saith the Lord—I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in 

truth unto the end.         

6 Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their glory.  
7 And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto 

them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom.        

8 Yea, even the wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to come will I show them, even the things of  many generations.  

9 And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of 



 

 3 

the prudent shall come to naught.  

10 For by my Spirit will I enlighten them, and by my power will I make known unto them the secrets of my will—yea, even those things which eye 

has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man. 
 

 (BP: We cannot even imagine what things will be like in the next phase of our existence) 
 

116 Neither is man capable to make them known, for they are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on 

those who love him, and purify themselves before him;   

117 To whom he grants this privilege of seeing and knowing for themselves;  
118 That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to bear his presence in the world of glory.   (BP: Scary, 

huh?) 

 
BP: One more scripture...turn to Alma 12: 9  (It's OK to discuss these things with those on the same   

 level as you...otherwise keep your mouth shut.) Truth and knowledge must be built upon a foundation that is 

carefully laid ‘line upon line and precept upon precept’ or the truths taught will be rejected. You must be as 

prepared to ask the question as you are prepared to receive and be obedient to the answer (D&C 132) 

 
9 It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God; nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that they shall not impart only according to the 

portion of his word which he doth grant unto the children of men,  according to the heed and diligence which they give unto him. 

 
BP: Joseph made the statement, “I believe all that God ever revealed, and I never hear of a man 

  being damned for believing too much; but they are damned for unbelief.” (TPJS p. 374)   

 
In other words...we are held more accountable for what we do not believe than for what we do  believe!!  Don't 

lock yourself in the “Dairy Section” of the scriptures!!  Remember what we  read...”eye hath not seen...”  

there is more to discover in the scriptures... that why they are Living Scriptures 

 
Since we have a lay ministry in our church, everyone is an expert on our Mormon theology, even the member 

who has been in-active for the last 15 years believing that they know just as much about the church and doctrine 

as the member  who remained active  

 
Our “Great Thinkers” always have to tackle the “terrible questions”...'why am I really here?' Or...'what really 

happens after I die?'  These questions are based on fear...fear of the unknown.  We all know that one day we will 

die...our death is the ultimate sacrifice...we all will have to “give up the ghost” ... Death is our supreme sacrifice.  

Seeking answers to such questions is the reason for all other religions in the world... the answer, for example, to 

the question of what  occurs after we die is found in the concept of reincarnation... 

 
BP:   We have laid a flimsy foundation before we get into Joseph's sermon...do not be surprised if you   

 hear something that you have not ever heard before... his talk has no fat whatsoever... it is not found in 

the dairy section... it by-passes the vegetables, the crackers, the soda and candy sections, and makes a bee-line 

directly into the “Meat” Section of the scriptures, so hold on and don't get upset!!   

 
 I am reading from the Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, beginning on page 342.  We  will see 

how far we can get tonight, and then continue next week. 

             
 “THE KING FOLLETT DISCOURSE” 

The Being and Kind of Being God Is; 

The Immortality of the Intelligence of Man 

By Joseph Smith the Prophet 

President Joseph Smith delivered the following discourse before about twenty thousand Saints at the April conference of the 

Church, 1844, being the funeral sermon of Elder King Follett. Reported by Willard Richards, Wilford Woodruff, Thomas 

Bullock and William Clayton. This discourse was first published in the Times and Seasons of August 15, 1844: 

 

 

Beloved Saints, I will call the attention of this congregation 

while I address you on the subject of the dead. The decease 

of our beloved brother, Elder King Follett, who was crushed 

in a well by the falling of a tub of rock, has more 

immediately led me to that subject. I have been requested 

to speak by his friends and relatives, but inasmuch as there 

are a great many in this congregation who live in this city 

as well as elsewhere, who have lost friends, I feel disposed 
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to speak on the subject in general, and offer you my ideas, 

so far as I have ability, and so far as I shall be inspired by 

the Holy Spirit to dwell on this subject. 
 

I want your prayers and faith that I may have the instruction 

of Almighty God and the gift of the Holy Ghost, so that I 

may set forth things that are true and which can be 

easily comprehended by you, and that the testimony may 

carry conviction to your hearts and minds of the truth of 

what I shall say. Pray that the Lord may strengthen my 

lungs, stay the winds, and let the prayers of the Saints to 

heaven appear, that they may enter into the ears of the Lord 

of Sabaoth, for the effectual prayers of the righteous avail 

much. There is strength here, and I verily believe that your 

prayers will be heard. 

 

Before I enter fully into the investigation of the subject 

which is lying before me, I wish to pave the way and bring 

up the subject from the beginning, that you may understand 

it. I will make a few preliminaries, in order that you may 

understand the subject when I come to it. I do not intend to 

please your ears with superfluity of words or oratory, or 

with much learning; but I intend to edify you with the 

simple truths from heaven. 
 

The Character of God 

In the first place, I wish to go back to the beginning—to 

the morn of creation. There is the starting point for us to 

look to, in order to understand and be fully acquainted with 

the mind, purposes and decrees of the Great Elohim, 

who sits in yonder heavens as he did at the creation of this 

world. It is necessary for us to have an  understanding of 

God himself in the beginning. If we start right, it is easy to 

go right all the time; but if we start wrong, we may go 

wrong, and it be a hard matter to get right. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It was estimated that over 20,000 were in the congregation 

 

As we read before...it is by the power of the Holy Ghost 

that we can understand these truths 

 

 

 

These truths can be comprehended easily when the Holy 

Ghost is present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The principle and the power of effectual prayers 

 

 

 

 

Joseph's method of teaching was to pave a foundation for 

his remarks 

 

He is not going to mince words...he is going straight to the 

heart of the matter!! 

 

Edifying the hearts of his listeners . .  everyone  . . . 

member and non-member...is his intention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beginning is our starting point to become acquainted 

with the Character of God. 

 

A foundation must be established...if a correct foundation 

is not paved, then the remaining concepts will be wrong 

and will fall. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

There are but a very few beings in the world who 

understand rightly the character of God. The great majority 

of mankind do not comprehend anything, either that which 

is past, or that which is to come, as it respects their 

relationship to God. They do not know, neither do they 

understand the nature of 

that relationship; and consequently they know but little 

above the brute beast, or more than to eat, drink and 

sleep. This is all man knows about God or his existence, 

unless it is given by the  inspiration of the Almighty. 
 

 

 

 

If a man learns nothing more than to eat, drink and sleep, 

and does not comprehend any of the designs of God, the 

beast comprehends the same things. It eats, drinks, sleeps, 

and knows nothing more about God; yet it knows as much 

as we, unless we are able to comprehend by the inspiration 

of Almighty God. If men do not comprehend the 

character of God, they do not comprehend themselves. I 

want to go back to the beginning, and so lift your minds 

into a more lofty sphere and a more exalted understanding 

than what the human mind generally aspires to. 
 

 

What Kind of Being Is God? 
I want to ask this congregation, every man, woman and 

child, to answer the question in their own heart, what kind 

of a being God is? Ask yourselves; turn your thoughts into 
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your hearts, and say if any of you have seen, heard, or 

communed with him. This is a question that may occupy 

your attention for a long time. I again repeat the 

question—What kind of a being is God? Does any man 

or woman know? Have any of you seen him, heard him, 

or communed with him? Here is the question that will, 

peradventure, from this time hence-forth occupy your 

attention. The Scriptures inform us that “This is life eternal 

that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom thou hast sent.”   

 

If any man does not know God, and inquires what kind of a 

being he is,—if he will search diligently his own heart—if 

the declaration of Jesus and the apostles be true, he will 

realize that he has not eternal life; for there can be eternal  

life on no other principle. 

 

My first object is to find out the character of the only wise 

and true God, and what kind of a being he is; and if I am so 

fortunate as to be the man to comprehend God, and explain 

or convey the principles to your hearts, so that the Spirit 

seals them upon you, then let every man and woman 

henceforth sit in silence, put their hands on their 

mouths, and never lift their hands or voices, or say 

anything against the man of God or the servants of God 

again. But if I fail to do it, it becomes my duty to renounce 

all further pretensions to revelations and inspirations, or to 

be a prophet; and I should be like the rest of the world—a 

false teacher, be hailed as a friend, and no man would seek 

my life.  

 

 

 

 

As we will see later in this discourse...to be like God, we 

must have the “Character of God”...to be able to dwell with 

God, we must have His same character. 

 

See D&C 101:77-78   Being able to “act in futurity” is what  

separates a man from the brute beast...it is also what separates a 

son of man from a son of God...and a son of 
God from a son of Perdition....All because man has “agency” and 

can decide and choose rather than just react to his created 

environment as does the beast.                                                                                                               
 

 

 
Our Character development during this earth life is the key.  

Satan's two goals or the main tenets of his counterfeit religion...is 

to (1) distort the true nature of God  (thus preventing mankind 

from seeking to understand their creator or how to become like 

Him; and (2) to do away with the necessity of the Atonement.  In 

all of the major Christian religions...all one has to do is either pay 

a lot of money for their forgiveness or just say, “I believe”, thus 

erasing the need to exercise faith, repent, or receive the ordinances 

of salvation or exaltation.  Satan has been quite effective in this!! 

 

 

 

 

Now...we are getting into the heart of the matter...the meat 

or core doctrines of the Gospel...Joseph asks the question: 

“What kind of Being is God?”  it is a scary question, isn't 

it? 

 

 

 

He asserts that eternal life is founded on the premise of 

knowing God...being acquainted with His character and 

also that of His son, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

This is a scary thought!  He now has every one's 

attention! 

 

 

 

Joseph says in so many words:  I am going to explain these 

things to you.   

 

 

 

So Sit Down, Shut Up and Listen!! 

 
Question was asked:  Is his talk related to the concept of our 

capacity to search for further light and truth and the capacity of 

our intelligence? 
 

BP: Yes...turn to D&C 50: 21-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But if all religious teachers were honest enough to 

renounce their pretensions to godliness when their 

ignorance of the knowledge of God is made manifest, they 

will all be as badly off as I am, at any rate; and you might 

as well take the lives of other false teachers as that of mine, 

if I am false. If any man is authorized to take away my life 

because he thinks and says I am a false teacher, then, upon 

the same principle, we should be justified in taking away 

the life of every false teacher, and where would be the end 

of blood? And who would not be the sufferer? 

 

The Privilege of Religious Freedom 

But meddle not with any man for his religion: and all 

govern-ments ought to permit every man to enjoy his 

religion unmolested. No man is authorized to take away 

life in consequence of difference of religion, which all laws 

and governments ought to tolerate and protect, right or 

wrong. 

Every man has a natural, and, in our country, a 

constitutional right to be a false prophet, as well as a true 

prophet. If I show, verily, that I have the truth of God, and 

show that ninety-nine out of every hundred professing 

religious If I show, verily, that I have the truth of God, 
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and show that ninety-nine out of every hundred professing 

religious ministers are false teachers having no authority, 

while they pretend to hold the keys of God’s kingdom on 

earth, and was to kill them because they are false teachers, 

it would deluge the whole world with blood.   

 

I will prove that the world is wrong, by showing what God 

is. I am going to inquire after God; for I want you all to 

know him, and to be familiar with him, and if I am bringing 

you to a knowledge of him, all persecutions against me 

ought to cease. You will then know that I am his servant; 

for I speak as one having authority. (not as a scribe.) 

 

 

God an Exalted Man 

I will go back to the beginning before the world was, to 

show what kind of being God is. What sort of a being was 

God in the beginning? Open your ears and hear, all ye ends 

of the earth, for I am going to prove it to you by the Bible, 

and to tell you the designs of God in relation to the human 

race, and why He interferes with the affairs of man. 

 

God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted 

man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the 

great secret. If the veil were rent15 today, and the great God 

who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all 

worlds and all things by his power, was to make himself 

visible,—I say, if you were to see him today, you would see 

him like a man in form—like yourselves in all the person, 

image, and very form as a man; for Adam was created in 

the very fashion, image and likeness of God, and received 

instruction from, and walked, talked and conversed with 

him, as one man talks and communes with another. 

 

 

 

 
             

 

 

 

 

 
21 Therefore, why is it that ye cannot understand and know, that he that receiveth the 

word by the Spirit of truth receiveth it as it is preached by the Spirit of truth?   

22 Wherefore, he that preacheth and he that receiveth, understand one another, and 

both are edified and rejoice together.  

23 And that which doth not edify is not of God, and is darkness.  

24 That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, 

receiveth more light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.  

 
Obedience precedes Knowledge, and then knowledge demands 

obedience...the more obedient we are the more knowledge we 

receive...our capacity for obtaining further light and truth is 

expanded. 
 

 

Joseph is a true teacher and Prophet!! 

 

 

There was gossip, and allegations that Joseph was a 

fallen prophet. 

 

 

Joseph was not a fallen prophet...he knows what he is 

talking about... 

 

 

 

 

He is not teaching upon another man's foundation 

 

 

He desires that his listeners become knowledge-able of 

these sacred truths 

 

In other words, Joseph is saying that He knows!! 

 

 

He begins now to answer the question of what kind of 

Being is God? 

 

 

 

He begins to teach “the True Nature of God”. 

 

 

God is an exalted Man! 

 

 

He has a physical body! 

 

The man, Adam, was created in his image...Adam walked 

and talked with God...he knew of His true nature and 

attributes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to understand the subject of the dead, for consola-

tion of those who mourn for the loss of their friends, it is 

necessary we should understand the character and being of 

God and how he came to be so; for I am going to tell you 

how God came to be God. We have imagined and 

supposed 

that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, 

and take away the veil, so that you may see.  

 

These are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are 

simple.   It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for 

a certainty the Character of God, and to know that we may 

converse with him as one man converses with another, and 

that he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the 

Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus 

Christ himself did; and I will show it from the Bible. 

 

Power of the Father and the Son 

I wish I was in a suitable place to tell it, and that I had the 
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trump of an archangel, so that I could tell the story in such a 

manner that persecution would cease for ever. What did 

Jesus say? (Mark it, Elder Rigdon!) The Scriptures inform 

us that Jesus said, As the Father hath power in Himself, 

even so hath the Son power—to do what? Why, what the 

Father did. The  

answer is obvious—in a manner to lay down His body and 

take it up again. Jesus, what are you going to do? To lay 

down 

my life as my Father did, and take it up again. Do we 

believe it? I you do not believe it, you do not believe the 

Bible. The Scriptures say it, and I defy all the learning and 

wisdom and all the combined powers of earth and hell 

together to refute it. 

 

Here, then, is eternal life—to know the only wise and true 

God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, 

and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods 

have done before you, namely, by going from one small  

degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one; 

from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you 

attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell 

in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who 

sit enthroned in everlasting power.  And I want you to know 

that God, in the last days, while certain individuals are 

proclaiming his name, is not trifling with you or me. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph is going to teach from the Scriptures how God got to 

be God... 

 

 

 

 

The religious traditions then existing prevented men from 

even questioning or searching or discovering the true 

nature of God, as we discussed previously 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph wishes he was like Alma, in Alma 29:1-2, but he 

says he was going to put forth these concepts from what is 

contained in the Bible. 

 

Jesus was and is only following in the footsteps of His 

Father…thus Jesus receives all power to do what His 

Father has done before Him. 

 

 

Joseph relies on the scriptures to say what they mean and 

mean what they say. 

 

 

 

 

It is necessary for us to change our characters…to become 

Kings and Priests unto God 

 

 

The resurrection is necessary for us to be able enter the 

presence of God. 

 

 

 

 

Question:  So…when I am praying fervently, pleading with my Heavenly Father, is it a good idea to ask Him to take 

away the temptations that confront me so that I will not yield to them, and thus enhance my character? 

 

BP:   IF God answered such a prayer, He would then become a respecter of persons, and would cease to be God…as you 

know, we are faced with both good and evil in this world…the one on one hand and the other on the other 

hand…with our own agency, we choose (of our own free will) to yield to these temptations or to withstand them.  

To become like God, to develop a like character as God, we must become obedient to the light and knowledge we 

have and to strive for further light and knowledge.  Teach your kids…not to shy away from evil, but rather choose 

righteousness in the very presence of evil!!  That is our task during our probationary state. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

See D&C 93: 27-28, 31-32, 36-37 

 

27 And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments.   

28 He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and knoweth 

all things.    

 

31 Behold, here is the agency of man, and here is the condemnation of man; because that which was 
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from the beginning is plainly manifest unto them, and they receive not the light.   

32 And every man whose spirit receiveth not the light is under condemnation.  

 

36 The glory of God is intelligence, or, in other words, light and truth.   

37 Light and truth forsake that evil one.  

 

BP: We got this far tonight…we will continue next week on Joseph’s discourse…Joseph is the prophet of our 

dispensation…he knows what he is talking about. He said he wanted his listeners to become acquainted with God 

and His Son Jesus Christ.  The scriptures are before you…this discourse contains the very meat many of you are 

searching for…and this meat is not to be found in the dairy section!
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Class Notes 

King Follett Discourse  Part 2 

BH Porter  3-20-12 

 
BP: As we have discussed in previous classes, studying, searching, and pondering the scriptures opens them up and 

prepares one to receive further light and knowledge...nowhere in the scriptures are we to just “read” the scriptures. 

 

 These latter-day scriptures are for US (LDS Members)...we are the only people reading them, studying them 

 and pondering them...remember that Joseph said we are held more accountable for what we do not believe than 

 for what we do believe!!  Don’t lock yourself in the “Dairy Section” of the scriptures!! 

 

Question:  Who do you feel will actually qualify to enter the presence of God? 

BP: What do the scriptures say?  Turn to D&C 88: 22 
  For he who is not able to abide the law of a celestial kingdom cannot abide a celestial glory.  

 
BP: Remember...there will be no “Gospel Victims”.  All progression is a function of our own agency...or our own 

 desires, and choices.  Our covenants point the way to Christ...we can exercise our faith (our belief and confidence) 

in Christ and His atonement.  To become exalted requires mercy...mercy is the time needed to become exalted.  

Mercy is time given to us to repent...to change our character. 

 

 The manifestation of deity is no greater than your knowledge of deity.  D&C 130:18-19 tells us very plainly:   

   
18 Whatever principle of intelligence we attain unto in this life, it will rise with us in the   

 resurrection.  19 And if a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in this life through his   diligence 

and obedience than another, he will have so much the advantage in the world to   come.  

 
 Joseph taught also that is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance (D&C 131:6) Ignorance is the lack of 

 knowledge of God and Jesus Christ who was sent.  This whole discourse is given so that his listeners could 

 become acquainted with God and His Son...to know Them; To Believe in Them and to have confidence in 

 Them, and to learn of Their True Nature. 

 

 Truth is what we are after...it was revealed to Joseph in D&C 93: 24 that truth is knowledge of things as  they 

 are, and as they were, and as they are to come.  Joseph also taught earlier: 

 
   Men are Saved Through Obedience to Knowledge (TPJS p 217) 
 

If God should speak from heaven, he would command you not to steal, not to commit adultery, not to 

 covet, nor deceive, but be faithful over a few things. As far as we degenerate from God, we descend to 

 the devil and lose knowledge, and without knowledge we cannot be saved, and while our hearts are 

 filled with evil, and we are studying evil, there is no room in our hearts for good, or studying good. Is 

 not God good? Then you be good; if He is faithful, then you be faithful.  Add to your faith virtue, to 

 virtue knowledge, and seek for every good thing. 

 

  The Church must be cleansed, and I proclaim against all iniquity. A man is saved no faster than he  

  gets knowledge, for if he does not get knowledge, he will be brought into captivity by some evil power  

  in the other world, as evil spirits will have more knowledge, and consequently more power than many  

  men who are on the earth. Hence it needs revelation to assist us, and give us knowledge of the things of  

  God. 

 
BP: Our understanding of our pre-earth life, for instance, is dependent on our understanding of faith, and faith is 

 a function of learning the things of God...being prepared to see and to understand the things of eternity.  A 

 good example of what we are discussing is found in Abraham’s record, where he explains: 

  Abr 1: 2  And, finding there was greater happiness and peace and rest for me, I sought for the blessings   

  of the fathers, and the right whereunto I should be ordained to administer the same; having been myself a   

  follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one who possessed great knowledge, and to be a  greater   

  follower of righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and to be a father of many nations, a prince of  

  peace, and desiring to receive instructions, and to keep the commandments of God, became a rightful heir, a High  

  Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers.  
BP: We can see, even though Abraham received many things and understood great things, he desired to know more.. 



 

 10 

 “to be a greater follower of righteousness”, and “to possess a greater knowledge”...and he desired to “receive 

 instructions”.  He was not satisfied with just what the manuals taught or what the commentaries said...he wanted 

 to receive the blessings of the early fathers, even that which Adam received...(see v. 3) 

 
BP: To introduce the continuation for tonight's class, let's look at the last section we read last week: 

              Here, then, is eternal life—to know the only wise and 

              true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods  

              yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the 

              same as all Gods have done before you, namely, by  

              going from one small degree to another, and from a 

              small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, 

              from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the 

              resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in 

              everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those 

              who sit enthroned in everlasting power.  And I want 

              you to know that God, in the last days, while certain 

              individuals are proclaiming his name, is not trifling 

              with you or me. 

   Joseph is teaching us that we have to learn how to be 

Gods...this is an eternal truth...we have to learn to develop 

the same character as God...develop the same love He 

possesses. (This is important concept to grasp!) 

 
  We have to receive a resurrection in order to stand in His 

Presence...or to dwell in everlasting burnings. . . which is the same 

as celestial glory. 

 

 
  The Lord is serious about our exaltation 

  
  The Righteous Dwell in Everlasting Burnings      Everlasting Burnings = Celestial Glory = Presence of God 

 
These are the first principles of consolation.  How consoling to the 

mourners when they are called to part with a husband, wife, father, 

mother, child, or dear relative, to know that, although the earthly 

tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, they shall rise again to 

dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal glory, not to sorrow, 

suffer, or die any more; but they shall be heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Jesus Christ.  What is it? To inherit the same power, 

the same glory and the same exaltation, until you arrive at the 

station of a God, and ascend the throne of eternal power, the same 

as those who have gone before. What did Jesus do? Why; I do the 

things I saw my Father do when worlds come rolling into existence. 

My Father worked out his kingdom with fear and trembling, and I 

must do the same; and when I get my kingdom, I shall present it to 

my Father, so that he may obtain kingdom upon kingdom, and it 

will exalt him in glory. He will then take a higher exaltation, and I 

will take his place, and thereby become exalted myself.  So that 

Jesus treads in the tracks of his Father, and inherits what God did 

before; and God is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation and 

exaltation of all his children.  It is plain beyond disputation, and you 

thus learn some of the first principles of the Gospel, about which 

so much hath been said. 

 
These are things we have to learn...to know how to 

become a joint-heir, or in other words...a son/daughter of 

God. This is accomplished by our own agency, desire and seeking 

for further light and knowledge. 

 
Joseph asks what does it mean to become a joint-heir? 

Joseph answers the question: We can prepare ourselves 

to receive the same power, the same glory, and the same 

exaltation as those who have gone before. 

 

 
Jesus only did that what He had seen His Father do.  He will do 

the same and point the way for us...has He not said that “I am 

the way?” 

 

 
 Jesus is only treading in the tracks of His Father 

 
Question: Who are the righteous offspring of God? 

Answer: Those who participate in the Gospel and receive all 

of the ordinances of Salvation and Exaltation and remain valiant. 

(see D&C 76:79; 58: 26-30) 

 
BP:   To inherit  “the same as those who have gone before”  we need to understand just who these Gods were...  those like 

Abraham...turn to D&C 132: 28-31 

 
 28 I am the Lord thy God, and will give unto thee the law of my Holy Priesthood, as was ordained by me and my Father 

 before the world was. 29 Abraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by revelation and commandment, by my 

 word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltation and sitteth upon his throne. 30 Abraham received promises 

 concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins— from whose loins ye are, namely, my servant Joseph—which were to 

 continue so long as they were in the world; and as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the world they should continue; 

 both in the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable as the stars; or, if ye were to count the sand 

 upon the seashore ye could not number them. 31 This promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham, and the promise 

 was made unto Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth himself.  

 
 

 

BP: The Law of the Holy Priesthood are the promises given to Abraham....it is the endowment, or ordinances of the  Firstborn, 
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or in other words, the ordinances of exaltation.  We can receive these same blessings as we  participate in the ordinances of the 

Firstborn...they are a preparation for the real thing as we qualify by our  obedience.       

            Abraham 

has reached Godhood!              

Abraham is promised Priesthood, Posterity and Inheritance .. worlds without end...(see Abr 2: 9-11) 

Joseph received the same blessing as did Abraham, and we can receive the same...our exaltation can  become a reality!!  

These are among the first principles of the Gospel that Joseph talked about. 

  

The Discourse Continues... 

When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and 

ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the 

principles of the Gospel—you must begin with the first, and go on 

until you learn all the principles of exaltation. But it will be a 

great while after you have passed through the veil before you will 

have learned them. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it 

will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation even 

beyond the grave. I suppose I am not allowed to go into an 

investigation of anything that is not contained in the Bible. If I do, I 

think there are so many over-wise men here, that they would cry 

“treason” and put me to death. So I will go to the old Bible and turn 

commentator today. 

BP:   There has to be a starting place...and we have have to 

learn ALL of the principles of exaltation. To do so, we cannot 

remain in the “dairy section”; We have to break out of it...as 

did Abraham.  

     Please do not misunderstand what I am saying, Milk is a good 

thing...it nourishes and strengthens, but there is other Gospel food. 

Joseph is giving us a goodly amount in this discourse.  

     The whole plan centers around our salvation and exaltation  … 

D&C 76:24 tells us that all the worlds ever 

created or organized are to be inhabited by the “begotten 

sons and daughters unto God”. We can qualify to become a 

son or daughter by our obedience and knowledge and 

understanding and by seeking for more light and knowledge. 

 
BP:  On June 16, 1844, Joseph continued his thoughts concerning the exaltation of man...he began by discussing the 

 Plurality of Gods … starting on p 370-371. 

 

“I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus 

Christ a separate and distinct personage from God the Father, 

and the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and 

these three constitute three distinct personages and three 

Gods. If this is in accordance with the New Testament, lo and 

behold! we have three Gods anyhow, and they are plural; 

and who can contradict it?” 

 

 

 

 

“Our text says, “And hath made us kings and priests unto God and 

His Father.” The Apostles have discovered that there were Gods 

above, for Paul says God was the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. My object was to preach the scrip-tures, and preach the 

doctrine they contain, there being a God above the Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. I am bold to declare I have taught all the 

strong doctrines publicly, and always teach stronger doctrines in 

public than in private. 

Question:  So, are we to understand that Eloheim is the 

plural for of the Hebrew word, El ? 

 

In Hebrew, the word for God is EL. 

In Caaninite, the word is written Ba'al; 

In the Caldean it is written Bel; 

In the Arabic, it is written AL (Allah) 

 
“Eloheim is from the word Eloi, God, in the singular number; 

and by adding the word heim, it renders it Gods. It read first, “In the 

beginning the head of the Gods brought forth the Gods,” or, as 

others have translated it, “The head of the Gods called the Gods 

together.” (TPJS p. 371) 

 

 
BP: Did you hear what Joseph is teaching? There is a God above 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

 
[Joseph has learned many things during the translation of the book of 

Abraham.] 

Continuing... 

“John was one of the men, and apostles declare they were 

made kings and priests unto God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus 

Christ. It reads just so in the Revelation, Hence the doctrine 

of a plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any 

other doctrine. It is all over the face of the Bible. It stands 

beyond the power of controversy. A wayfaring man, though a 

fool, need not err therein.”(p 372) 

 
In the very beginning the Bible shows there is a plurality 

of Gods beyond the power of refutation. It is a great subject 

I am dwelling on. The word Eloheim ought to be in the plural 

all the way through—Gods.     

 
BP:  Joseph is teaching us about this very important topic … when 

we understand how to read the scriptures, then these truths become 

very plain to understand, “beyond the power of controversy”. 

 
BP: Joseph teaches very strong doctrine regarding the 

Plurality of Gods... 

 

 

 

 

notice the next level of understanding when he teaches that the 

“heads of the Gods appointed one God for us”...he alludes to this 

These are all the 
same word, in 
the different 
languages 
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The heads of the Gods appointed one God for us; and when you 

take [that] view of the subject, its sets one free to see all the beauty, 

holiness and perfection of the Gods. All I want is to get the simple, 

naked truth, and the whole truth.                                                                

topic earlier in the King Follett Discourse. 

      

  Here we will compare Joseph's April 7th Sermon      and                              his June 18th sermon 

I shall comment on the very first Hebrew word in the Bible;  I will 

make a comment on the very first sentence of the history of the 

creation in the Bible—Berosheit. I want to analyze the word.  

Baith—in, by, through, and everything else. Rosh—the head. 

Sheit—grammatical termination. When the inspired man wrote it, 

he did not put the baith there. An old Jew without any authority 

added the word; he thought it too bad to begin to talk about the 

head!  It read first, “The head one of the Gods brought forth the 

Gods.”  That is the true meaning of the words. Baurau signifies to 

bring forth. If you do not believe it, you do not believe the learned 

man of God.  Learned men can teach you no more than what I have 

told you. “Thus the head God brought forth the Gods in the 

grand council.”  

 I want to analyze the word Berosheit. Rosh, the head; 

Sheit, a grammatical termination; the Baith was not 

originally put there when the inspired man wrote it, but 

it has been since added by an old Jew. Baurau signifies 

to bring forth; Eloheim is from the word Eloi, God, in 

the singular number; and by adding the word heim, it 

renders it Gods. It read first, “In the beginning the 

head of the Gods brought forth the Gods,” or, as 

others have translated it, “The head of the Gods called 

the Gods together.” 

 

Joseph Continues Expounding the meaning of the Hebrew Scriptures 

 

“I will transpose and simplify it in the English language. Oh, ye 

lawyers, ye doctors, and ye priests, who have persecuted me, I want 

to let you know that the Holy Ghost knows something as well as 

you do. 

 

 “The head God called together the Gods and sat in grand 

council to bring forth the world. The grand councilors sat at the 

head in yonder heavens and contemplated the creation of the 

worlds which were created at the time. – 

 

Come here, ye learned men, and read, if you can. I should not have 

introduced this testimony, were it not to back up the word rosh —

the head, the Father of the Gods. I should not have brought it 

up, only to show that I am right. 

BP:  Now... look in Abraham 5: 2-5 (This, of course, is from 

Abraham's viewpoint) 

2 And the Gods said among themselves: On the seventh time we 

will end our work, which we have counseled; and we will rest on 

the seventh time from all our work which we have counseled. 

3 And the Gods concluded upon the seventh time, because that on 

the seventh time they would rest from all their works which they 

(the Gods) counseled among themselves to form; and sanctified it. 

And thus were their decisions at the time that they counseled 

among themselves to form the heavens and the earth. 

4 And the Gods came down and formed these the generations of the 

heavens and of the earth, when they were formed in the day that the 

Gods formed the earth and the heavens, 

5 According to all that which they had said concerning every plant 

of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field 

before it grew; for the Gods had not caused it to rain upon the 

earth when they counseled to do them, and had not formed a man 

to till the ground. 

 

BP:   Joseph taught us a very important truth in this section:  He said, “Learned men can teach you no more  than 

what I have told you. “Thus the head God brought forth the Gods in the grand council.”  To  further  understand this 

“Grand Council”, let’s turn to JST John 1 

 
 1 In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son. 

 And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the 

 Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God. 

 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not 

 anything made which was made. 

 4 In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and 

 the life was the light of men; 

 

 
BP: It was this “council” that Joseph is bringing to our attention.   

 Look at JST John 1: 14,16 (John the Apostle explains...) 

   

  

  

14 And the same word was made flesh, and dwelt among 

 us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten 

BP: The Gospel is Faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Repentance of sins, Baptism, and the 

reception of the Holy Ghost... so in other words, 
in the beginning was the Gospel, which was the 
Word, which was with God, in the beginning...  

 
(re: “the Word”, see Alma 33: 22-23; 34: 4-6) 

 
“Word”, in Greek, means Logos, or 

discussion... or Council. Thus, in the beginning 
was the council... 

       
   In this council, these things were decided 

 
       (D&C 93: 23 says we ' were also in the   

                beginning with the Father'...) 

 
John said a Fullness can be received … 
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 of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 16 For in the beginning was the Word, even the Son, who 

 is made flesh, and sent unto us by the will of the Father, And 

 as many as believe on his name shall receive of his fulness. 

 And of his fullness have all we received, even immortality 

 and eternal life, through his grace. 

 
BP: Joseph continues to teach his understanding of the things he has learned 

 A Council of the Gods 

In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to 

create the world and people it. When we begin to learn this way, we begin to learn the only true God, and what kind of a being 

we have got to worship. Having a knowledge of God, we begin to know how to approach him, and how to ask so as to receive 

an answer.  When we understand the character of God, and how to come to him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, 

and to tell us all about it.  When we are ready to come to him, he is ready to come to us.  (D&C 88: 63-64) 

 
Question:     Did Joseph ever teach anywhere about a Mother in Heaven? 

 

BP: As we know from D&C 131:2 that in the highest degree of the celestial kingdom, a man must enter into  an order 

of the priesthood, or the everlasting covenant of marriage.  A man is not single in this highest level of the CK, nor 

is the woman single...thus God...is 2 exalted people, a man and woman, in the everlasting covenant of marriage or 

that order of the Priesthood.  And God, this exalted couple, has chosen to be called “Father”.  All 'Exalted Women' 

do not attend the eternal Relief Society Meetings and learn how to make doilies, nor do they attend eternal 

Homemaking and discuss the complexities of turning Pinto Beans into FUDGE!!   (class laughter)  Of course Eliza 

R Snow penned her hymn alluding to a mother, but from the scriptures, we can conclude that the whole plan 

centers around the eternal marriage covenant.  Adam partook of the fruit in order to stay married...the whole plan 

centers around the exaltation of man and his wife. 

 

 Turn to D&C 49: 15-17 

 
  And again, verily I say unto you, that whoso forbiddeth to marry is not ordained of God, for   marriage 

is ordained of God unto man.  Wherefore, it is lawful that he should have one wife,   and they twain shall be one flesh, and 

all this that the earth might answer the end of its    creation; And that it might be filled with the measure of man, 

according to his creation before   the world was made.  

 

BP: I have a question for you think about...this is for your “Gee Whiz” file...it is only a question...I am not saying 

 this is what is...I am only asking. 

 

What if exaltation begins with you on that council?  (see D&C 93: 23)   

 

The Holy Ghost ratifies all covenants, and the The Holy Ghost leads us to all truth; thus, the next step after 

receiving the ordinances of salvation are the ordinances of exaltation...or that which is received in the Temple.  

Thus the Holy Ghost gets us to the Temple.  In the Temple we participate in the ordinances of the Firstborn or of 

Christ and His atonement.  The 2 main facets of Christ’s mission was to complete the atoning sacrifice and to 

become resurrected...because of these two successful events by the Only Begotten or The Firstborn, we can 

progress towards becoming like Him, if we choose to do so. 

 

  Abr 3: 26 says:   
And they who keep their first estate shall be added upon; and they who keep not their first estate shall not have glory 

in the same kingdom with those who keep their first estate; and they who keep their second estate shall have glory 

added upon their heads for ever and ever.  
 

BP: Ponder these things. This discourse is exciting...The scriptures are exciting...the Pearl of Great Price contains 

 answers to all the questions.  Joseph knew and understood the scriptures.  He was teaching what they contain and 

 what they meant.  This discourse is full of meat, and can open your understanding of the true nature of God and His 

 Son Jesus Christ.  We can obtain what Abraham has received, what Isaac has received and what Jacob has 

 received!!  It doesn't matter whether it is Jehovah God, Abraham God, Isaac God or Jacob God...God is God is 

 God.  Keep in mind what President Hinckley taught: 

   

“If I were a bishop or stake president today, what would I do? I think that I would try to put my major efforts on 
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building  the spirituality of the people. I would work as hard as I knew how to work in building their faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, in God our Eternal Father, in the Prophet Joseph Smith and the Restoration of this 

work and what it means and what it is all about. I would encourage my people to read the scriptures, to read the 

Book of Mormon, to read the New Testament. I would urge them with all the capacity I have to read quietly and 

thoughtfully and introspectively, if you please. I would urge them to read the teachings of the Prophet Joseph 

Smith.”             (Ensign, 

Oct 2003, 2–5) 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Notes 

King Follett Discourse - Part 3  

BH Porter  Mar 27, 2012 

 

 
Question:    What did you mean last week about the manifestation of God is a function of our understanding of               

God? 

 

BP: You can't understand God in any greater terms than what your knowledge will allow.  Joseph said one  cannot 

be saved any faster that a person gains knowledge...remember, “This is life eternal, to know  God and Jesus Christ 

whom He hath sent.”  You cannot understand your exaltation until you  understand that God is an exalted man...thus 

the manifestation of deity cannot be any greater than the  knowledge of deity that you have.  

  

 Knowing God is a function of our agency...we can choose a path of enlargement (which we will get to  in this 

discourse) until we can become a source of light and truth...look in D&C 93: 27-28; 36-37. 

 
  27 And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments.  

  28 He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light,       

 until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all things. 

  . . . 

  36 The glory of God is intelligence, or, in other words, light and truth.  
  37 Light and truth forsake that evil one.  
   
 Thus, we can come to know and understand God as we choose to know God.  Even the slightest or  smallest 

insight can open wide our understanding.  By keeping His commandments we can receive  further light and 

truth...D&C 50: 24 also provides added insight to this verse. 

 
  24 That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light;   
 and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.  

  25 And again, verily I say unto you, and I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase darkness   

 from among you;             

 
Question:  Please distinguish the relationship of Grace and Mercy.  (Justice is not addressed) 

 
BP: Mercy requires that we “exercise our faith unto repentance”, which then mercy gives us the time  needed to repent 

and change our character.  

 
 Grace means that everyone is going to be resurrected—everyone is going to be brought back into the  presence 

of God.  The Fall of Adam has already been reversed by virtue of the Atonement, (Moses 6:54)  thus everyone will be 

resurrected and brought back into the presence of God.  BUT...if you have not  exercised your faith unto repentance under 

the Gospel plan, then you will shrink before the presence  

 of God (Mosiah 2: 38) and would if you could, command the rocks and the mountains to fall down upon  

 you. (Alma 12: 14)   

You will go with that group or aspire to that level where you will feel most comfortable, like it says in section 

88:32.     

 

 If you have exercised your faith unto repentance, then mercy steps in, and your confidence will wax  strong in 

the presence of God (D&C 121: 45), and you are given the time to develop the same character  that makes God, God.  

This concept is explained all throughout the scriptures.   
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Question:   Don't you think there will be a whole lot more succeed than not?  It seems to me that if one  

 truly understands the Gospel plan, he would strive to be there. 

 

BP: You would think that, I agree...but remember that there was a third part that truly understood the  Gospel  plan, and 

that third part truly chose to leave the presence of God.  Did not Christ say, “... strait  is the gate, and narrow is the way, 

which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it”? (3 Ne 14: 14) 

 
 For some there may come a point in life when one says, “That's enough for me, I do not want  anymore.”  Such 

was the case with the Children of Israel...Moses took the Children of Israel to Mt  Sinai, all 2 million of them, and 

was going to give them their endowment and bring them all into the  presence of God, or the fullness of His glory...and 

what happened?  That's right, they all refused.  

 
 They did not want to live up to the higher law required to enter again into the presence of God, and thus  they all 

lost the right to the higher law. (see D&C 84: 23-24) They saw the miracles, they heard the voice  of God...and they rejected 

it...it  was probably fear that kept them from progressing.  My G-grandfather  once told me that if he ever saw an 

angel that he would leave only trail of dust behind him... 

 
Question:  But don't we return to the presence of God when we die? 

 
BP: Yes, but it will be for the judgment...remember, one has to be resurrected to stand in the presence of 

 God..Joseph told us, as we discussed last week, that if we do not have the character of God, we will  not be 

able to dwell with God.  His statement is very interesting...his words can be projected backwards, and we can ask 

ourselves, “did we possess the character of God in our pre-earth life?  If not, then did we really dwell in His 

presence in our pre-earth life existence?  Or...did God come to those spirits, (that we are going to talk about), and 

tell us what the Plan was going to be?” 

 
 The celestial kingdom (CK) is a kingdom of Glory and Judgment...not the place where God necessarily  resides.  

If the CK is the place where God resides and we were with Him in our pre-earth life, then  were we in the CK before 

we were there? Or before we came here?  These are questions one has to  ask him/her self when you begin to think 

about these things. 

  
BP: My goal as a teacher is to help you think that there might be something more than what you have  thought!  

That's when real learning begins...when one realize just how little one knows.  It's when the  windows and the doors of 

Heaven begin to open, and you realize, “I don't know it all.”  That's when you  begin to learn, to see and to understand the 

ways of God. 

 
BP:   We have a lot of material to cover tonight...I won't ask if there are any more questions...we ended last  week 

with Joseph explaining about the Council of the Gods...let's go back and see what he had to say: 

 

 A Council of the Gods 

 In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came together and  

 concocted a plan to create the world and people it. When we begin to learn this way, we begin to learn  

 the only true God, and what kind of a being we have got to worship. Having a knowledge of God, we  

 begin to know how to approach him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer.  When we understand 

 the character of God, and how to come to him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell  

 us all about it.  When we are ready to come to him, he is ready to come to us.   
 

BP: Let's look at what Joseph is saying: 

    

  the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came together and  

  concocted a plan to create the world and people it 
 

BP: As we discussed, the whole plan centers around the marriage covenant, and for the earth to be  populated and 

inhabited (see D&C 49: 15-17; 76: 24 and 1 Ne 17:36) 

   

  When we begin to learn this way, we begin to learn the only true God, and what kind of  

  a being we have got to worship. 
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 This is interesting...Joseph was teaching us how to know God and to understand God and His  ways...remember 

he said, “when we begin to learn this way we begin to learn the only true God, and  what kind of a being we have got to 

worship.”  The reason for D&C 93: 19 explains this very concept: 

 
  19 I give unto you these sayings that you may understand and know how to worship, and  

  know what you worship, that you may come unto the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his   

 fulness.   

 
Question:    When Joseph says in relation to “what kind of a being we have got to worship”...is he saying  

 that He is the only God there is to worship, or this is the only way to worship this God? 

 
BP: Both...we really have to know what God is before we can even understand how to approach Him with a  question 

and to receive an answer.   

 

BP:   In discussing the beginning in John Ch 1...which we have talked about before, I have mentioned that a  long 

time ago, Br. Hugh Nibley called me over to his house one evening and asked if I'd like to have  his word by word 

commentary of the Gospel of John...I said, “sure”...Even though most of his files  have been placed in the Special 

Collections Dept at BYU, I am the only one, that I am aware of, who  he gave a copy of this commentary.  Here is what Br 

Nibley has to say about the first few verses of  John 1: 1-3.    

  It concerns this council. 

 
 He asks:  In “A” beginning?  Why not the definite article “the”?  In the Greek, the definite article is not  in the 

manuscript...In A Beginning...Why?  There is multiple answers to that question...mainly the text  is talking about this earth, 

and not the beginning of the beginning of the beginning. There are many  earths and every earth has its own 

beginning...thus is “A” beginning.  There is a supreme authority... in  or with...either, in “A” beginning or “with” a 

beginning.  And the beginning is the supreme authority or  the council of the Gods.  Then he puts a footnote in relation to 

Joseph in our discourse...”Beroshith”   The Head of the Gods or the King of the Gods... 

 
BP: Then he talks about the Logos.   Let's turn to the Inspired Version of John...p 807 in the back of your  Bibles... 

   
  1 In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son.  

  And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the Son, and  
  the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.  

  2 The same was in the beginning with God.  

  4 In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and         

  the life was the light of men;  

 
 

BP:   Now this is what Nibley was talking about in his commentary:  Logos is the Greek word for “word”, and  this is 

what Logos can mean:  word, discussion, Gospel or Council or Plan.  That is what Joseph was  saying that “in the 

beginning was the word, the discussion, the Council or the Plan. OK? It was all of  it.  He goes on and mentions in all 

of the great fundamental texts, the story begins with the Prologue in  Heaven, with God presiding.  The rest of the 

sentence seems to bear this out...” and The Logos or the  “word” was in the presence of (not with) but standing before 

or facing God. 

 

The Gospel preached by Christ was the 

word = Gospel. 

It's talking about the Gospel 
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BP:  Now he goes on to Verse 2... 

 
BP: An he goes on with v 3: 

 
BP: Everything happened thru IT or the Council  and...God  was  the  Logos  or the Council. 

     

BP:   Nibley makes a footnote here and says: 

BP: These are Nibley's comments which are coinciding with Joseph's explanation. 

   

   In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they came together  

  and concocted a plan to create the world and people it. 

 
Question:    What are we to learn from the different creation accounts, or why to do we have the different   

 ones in  the scriptures? 

 

BP: First of all...anytime we read about the creation in any culture, in any ancient culture...all of their texts,  are 

meant to establish a relationship between God and  Man and to orient themselves and relate  themselves with his 

environment, or the environment in which man is going to exist.  In our case, this  earth.  The Nauvoo saints, for 

example, used the first four chapters of Moses as their Temple  narrative... 

 

BP: These creation accounts, like in Genesis, are not there to tell us how long it took God to create the  world... 

it's not there for that reason...Whether it took 6 days or 6 thousand years...that's not the reason  for the account.  If you 

look in Abr. 4: 11, it says, “the Gods prepared the earth” to bring forth plants  and animals.  Anything that happened prior 

to Adam existing on the earth, doesn't really matter in the  Moses  account.  All of the plants and animals talked about 

in Moses and Abraham are the plants and  animals that are going to be on the earth when mankind is on it. The reason for 

this is that these  accounts are not trying to establish a relationship between God, Man, and an environment in which 

 man is never going to exist. So the accounts are not going to discuss dinosaurs, or cave dwellers... 

 

 The Moses account doesn't care about the preparation period. We know that in Abraham, the Gods  prepared 

the earth for man when man is going to be on it.  That preparation could have taken millions  of years, and could have 

included the dinosaurs and the cave dwellers. What is important to  understand is that Adam was the first being who had 

the potential to become like God...the first one  who could become a “son” of God.  Everything less than Adam...those 

that could have lived years and  years before Adam, were less than Adam when he was going to be on the earth. These 

other  creatures still had to come to earth and reach their full potential—and they did.   

 

 Again, these creation accounts are there to understand the relationship between God, Man (the  offspring of 

Adam) and the environment in which the offspring of Adam are going to live.  [The plants,  animals, trees, herbs, fish, 

fowl---those that are going to be there when mankind is there] They are  there to tell us  that the heavens and the 

earth were formed and created for MAN.  This is what  Joseph  is teaching us...”The council created the heavens and 

the earth, and the council put one God in charge  of it all.”      

 

Question: So, when the sons of God shouted for joy...where does that fit in? 

BP: That's the pre-earth council---that's when the plan that was prepared was presented to us and we were  asked, 
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“so, do you want to participate and take part in this program?”  What was happening was (and  we'll see this later on), the 

spirits progressed to a point that they wanted further light and truth and  further  progression.  That progression 

requires a temporal existence!  By our being ready...it could be  said we initiated that pre-earth council...this is what 

is meant by “intelligence”...a spirit's ability to want  and to seek for further light and truth. 

 

Question:  When Job talks about the “morning stars”, do we know who they were? 

BP: They were the early ones prepared...just like after death, there will be those prepared for resurrection  at 

different times.  There will be those prepared for exaltation at different times before others.  Satan or  Lucifer, was 

called the Son of the Morning.  He was one of those who had prepared himself, spiritually  and in all other aspects...he 

would have been among the first to come to this earth, and become one of  the early leaders.  Joseph said he was an 

angel in power and authority in the presence of God,  righteous at one time.  Nearly all of the ancient texts imply, if 

he had remained faithful, he would have  been the first Patriarch to the earth.  But because of his pride, a younger one 

was chosen before him.   This established the pattern we see in all of our scriptures pertaining to the younger being chosen 

 instead of the elder. 

 

BP: Getting back to these creation accounts...establishing man's relationship with God and his  environment, not 

worrying about the geologic periods or the time before mankind was on the earth.   We have: 

 
• Genesis or Moses (which is the inspired version of Genesis) speaks from a historical point of view. 

• In our Temple narrative, we learn from the present tense point of view...we are part of the creation, we are 

witnessing all facets of the creation as it relates to finding ourselves in and on this world as Adam or Eve. 

• In Abraham we see the creation and Man's relationship with the Gods (council) from a future, a point of 

view that is describing what is or will take place as the “Gods counseled among themselves”.  (see Abr 

5:3;  also Abr 4: 3-31) 

 

 So, the creation narratives give us knowledge of things as they were [Moses], as they are [Temple],  and as 

they are to come [Abraham]...which is the great, definition of eternal Truth!  (see D&C 93:24) 

 

 Moses is writing to the Israelites about God, as something that already happened in the past... “I God,  created 

this earth for you...this is what I  have done for you”.  Abraham is writing from the point of view  of a spirit that 

will be coming to the earth, and what is going to take place.  As someone on that council,  seeing what will be taking 

place in the future of mankind.  When you are in the Temple, you are there.   You are the man, Adam and the woman, 

Eve.  It is taking place right now!  It is giving you a point of view  from all aspects...because TRUTH is a knowledge of 

things as they were, as they are, and as they will be. 

 

Question:   Why doesn't the temple then show children or the family of Adam/Eve? 

 
BP: They did not have any children until after the Fall.  They had children before they learned the law of  sacrifice 

and before they received the full understanding of the Gospel.   If you will remember, the  existence of their children 

is implied during the conversation of Adam/Eve wanting “religion”.  Satan  said he was having great success among all 

these people except for Adam/Eve. 

 

BP: If there are no more questions, then let's get back to the middle of that paragraph: 

 

  Having a knowledge of God, we begin to know how to approach him, and how to ask  

  so as to receive an answer.. 

 
BP: This is the beginning of the true order of prayer...how it really works.  The perfect order of prayer is  knowing 

and understanding God.   

 
  When we understand the character of God, and how to come to him, he begins to  

  unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us all about it.  When we are ready to come to him,  

  he is ready to come to us.  (see D&C 88: 63-64) 

  

 When we are ready to understand him, He is ready to open the doors and windows to heaven and tell  us all 

about it.  These are not for blessings that are temporal but for blessings that are spiritual...those  that are seeking for further 

light and truth.  That is what is predicated upon our obedience.  Remember  that great scripture in the D&C 130: 20-21. 

 
  20 There is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundations of this world,  

  upon which all blessings are predicated—  
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  21 And when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law  

  upon which it is predicated.  

 

BP: If you go thru the scriptures and try to find that blessing you received, you will find that law upon which  that 

blessing was predicated...and you will find it is knowledge or it is always light and truth.  Thus,  according to that scripture, 

we do not receive any blessing from God, unless we obey that law upon  which that blessing is predicated.  The Lord 

gives no temporal commandments, therefore, there are no  temporal blessings, for all things are spiritual. 

 

 You can site the word of wisdom where it says you will run and not be weary...that doesn't work by the  way...but 

it does say: D&C 89: 18-19 
  18 And all saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, walking in obedience to the    
 commandments, shall receive health in their navel and marrow to their bones;  

  19 And shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden treasures;  

 

BP: As Joseph has been teaching us, when we begin to understand the concept of the Council of the  Gods, and that 

Eloheim should be translated in the plural throughout the scriptures, then we begin to  have the windows and doors of 

heaven open up and our understanding begins to increase.  That's  when you begin to understand John Chapter 1 & 

Genesis Chapter 1.  It comes line upon line and  precept upon precept...when you consistently and diligently read and 

study the scriptures, then the  more you begin to understand the scriptures.  It becomes a domino effect or a never 

ending effect. 

 

BP: Next Paragraph... 

 

  Now, I ask all who hear me, why the learned men who are preaching salvation, say that God created the  

  heavens and the earth out of nothing? [ in other words, ex nihilo, from or out of nothing?] The reason is, that  

  they are unlearned in the things of God, and have not the gift of the Holy Ghost; they account it   

  blasphemy in any one to contradict their idea. If you tell them that God made the world out of something,  

  they will call you a fool. But I am learned, and know more than all the world put together. The Holy Ghost 

   does, anyhow, and He is within me, and comprehends more than all the world: and I will 

associate myself    with Him. 

 

 This is a very predominant doctrine found in the world or universal church...that God is so powerful  that He 

can do anything He wants to do just by thinking about it.  But Joseph tell us that he knows  things by the Holy Ghost, 

and he will associate himself with Him.  This is one of those important  concepts to grasp...to not trust in one's own 

learning, but to trust in the Holy Ghost, which is a source  of all truth, and  can lead one to all truth...things that were 

past, that are present, and things that are to  come.  Nephi gives us a great warning in 2 Ne 9 about the vainness and the 

foolishness of men when  they are learned they think they are wise.  (see 2 Ne 9: 28-29)... 

 

 As we often do, we equate what we think we know and try to move our learning in to the world of the  Gods, 

and declare “that's how it is”...but as Paul tells us, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard the things  of God...” We really have 

no idea of how things are...but we often persist and continue to think that we  do. 

 

BP: Joseph goes on:  

  Meaning of the Word Create (p 350) 
 

  You ask the learned doctors why they say the world was made out of nothing; and they will answer,  

  “Doesn’t the Bible say He created the world?” And they infer, from the word create, that it must have  

  been made out of nothing. Now, the word create came from the word baurau which does not mean to  

  create out of nothing; it means to organize; the same as a man would organize materials and build a ship.  

   

BP: Joseph begins to expound on the meaning of the word, create.  It does not mean “from nothing”...in  the 

Hebrew, the same words used to describe the creation of the earth, are the same words used to  describe the creation or the 

formation of Man “from the dust of the earth”, which is certainly not “from  nothing”.  (See Moses 3:7 and Abraham 

5:7) 

 

            Moses 3: 7                          Abraham 5: 7 

7 And I, the Lord God, formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul, . . . (see Gen 2: 7 and the 

Discourse on the Abbaton) 

7 And the Gods formed man from the dust of the ground, and took his spirit (that 

is, the man’s spirit), and put it into him; and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 

and man became a living soul.  

 
  Hence, we infer that God had materials to organize the world out of chaos—chaotic matter, which is  



 

 20 

  element, and in which dwells all the glory. Element (matter) had an existence from the time he had.  

  The pure principles of element are principles which can never be1destroyed; they may be organized  

  and reorganized, but not destroyed. They had no beginning, and can have no end. 

 

BP: Joseph is saying that matter or element are the same.  They have always existed...they can never be 

 destroyed---they never had a beginning, and they will not have an end.  My great-great grandfather, 

 Benjamin F Johnson, heard the prophet teach these similar truths while Joseph was staying on his  farm in 

May of 1843.  See D&C 131: 7-8. 

 
  7 There is no such thing as immaterial matter. All spirit is matter, but it is more fine or pure, and    

 can only be discerned by purer eyes;          

 8 We cannot see it; but when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is all matter.   

 

BP: Now that he has set the stage...we now can understand that all spirit is matter...all matter is spirit and  cannot 

be destroyed...since it (spirit) had no beginning, it (spirit) will have no end.  We move onto the  next paragraph. 

 
 The Immortal Spirit (p 352) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

 

   
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

I have another subject to dwell upon, which is 
calculated to exalt man; but it is impossible for me 
to say much on this subject. I shall therefore just 
touch upon it, for time will not permit me to say 
all. It is associated with the subject of  the 
resurrection of  the dead,—namely, the soul—the 
mind of man—the immortal spirit. Where did 
it come from? All learned men and doctors of  
divinity say that God created it in the beginning.  
but it is not so: the very idea lessens man in my 
estimation. I do not believe the doctrine; I know 
better. Hear it, all ye ends of  the world; for God 
has told me so; and if  you don’t believe me, it 
will not make the truth without effect. I will make 
a man appear a fool before I get through; if  he 
does not believe it. I am going to tell of  things 
more noble.                     

I hope you are ready for this...it is a subject 
that can make most of us fret...It is a subject 
that is calculated to exalt man.   
 
 
The Soul—the Mind—the Immortal Spirit. 
 
 
 Where did it come from...notice the it...it is 
the same thing according to Joseph.  (The 
3rd person singular pronoun.)    
 
If you do not want to believe this doctrine, 
you don't have to, but it still won't change 
the fact.  It is still true.  What Joseph is now 
saying is that we are moving out of the dairy 
section and moving down to the meat 
section...where there is a big Bar-B-Q going 
on...you can stay behind and eat yogurt if 
you want to. 

We say that God himself  is a self-existent being. 
Who told you so? It is correct enough; but how 
did it get into your heads? Who told you that 
man did not exist in like manner upon the same 
principles? Man does exist upon the same 
principles. God made a tabernacle and put a 
spirit into it, and it became a living soul. (Refers 
to the old Bible.) How does it read in the 
Hebrew?   It does not say in the Hebrew that 
God created the spirit of  man. It says “God 
made man out of  the earth and put into him 
Adam’s spirit, and so became a living body” 

That's what it says...it does not say anywhere 
in our scriptures that God created our spirits.. 
It (spirit) is matter and cannot be created or 
destroyed. 

I am dwelling on the immortality of  the spirit of  
man. Is it logical to say that the intelligence of  
spirits is immortal, and yet that it had a 
beginning? The intelligence of  spirits had no 
beginning, neither will it have an end. That is 
good logic. That which has a beginning may 
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BP: Go to D&C 93: 23  (see also v 29) 

 

23 Ye were also in the beginning with the Father; that which is Spirit, even the Spirit of 

truth; (29 Man was also in the beginning with God.  Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not 

created or made, neither indeed can be.) 

 

 See, that's where we were...in the beginning with the Father.   This section continues:  

 

24 And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come;   25 And 

whatsoever is more or less than this is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning.  

26 The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth, and John bore record of me, saying: He received a 

fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth;  

27 And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments.  

28 He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all 

things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What he is saying is that our spirit has been 
existing as long as God's spirit. . They are 
co-equal or co-eternal if you will.  Even 
though God has existed on an earth and 
has been exalted, our spirits have existed 
as long as God's spirit has existed.   
 
They are the same...God never had power 
to create spirits at all. 

The mind or the intelligence which man 
possesses is co-equal with God himself. I 
know that my testimony is true; hence, when 
I talk to these mourners, what have they lost? 
Their relatives and friends are only separated 
from their bodies for a short season: their 
spirits which existed with God have left the 
tabernacle of  clay only for a little moment, as 
it were; and they now exist in a place where 
they converse together the same as we do on 
the earth. 

What he is saying is that these spirits that 
have existed with God before are in a place, 
not with God, but in a place where they can 
converse with one another. 
 
This is a comforting doctrine that we will 
meet others who have passed on... 

As the Lord liveth, if  it had a beginning, it will 
have an end. All the fools and learned and wise 
men from the beginning of  creation, who say that 
the spirit of  man had a beginning, prove that it 
must have an end; and if  that doctrine is true, then 
the doctrine of  annihilation would be true. But if  I 
am right, I might with boldness proclaim from the 
house-tops that God never had the power to 
create the spirit of  man at all. God himself  
could not create himself. 

D&C 93: 29  
Man was also in the beginning with God.  
Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not 
created or made, neither indeed can be.) 

 

I want to reason more on the spirit of  man; for I 
am dwelling on the body and spirit of  man—on the 
subject of  the dead. I take my ring from my finger 
and liken it unto the mind of  man—the immortal 
part, because it has no beginning. Suppose you 
cut it in two; then it has a beginning and an end; 

Let's go to Abraham 3: 18  

18 Howbeit that he made the greater star; as, 

also, (like a pattern)  if there be two spirits, 

and one shall be more intelligent than the 

other, [intelligence of spirits, or the ability to 

receive and be obedient to light and truth]  

yet these two spirits, notwithstanding one is 

more intelligent than the other, have no 
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BP: In sec 93 we learn that we can receive a fulness of light truth as we are obedient to light and truth, and we can 

 chase the darkness from us.  When we begin to understand these concepts, we then can begin to understand the 

deity of Jesus Christ... “for this is life eternal to know God and Jesus Christ whom I have sent.”  

  

Again, intelligence means our ability to seek for, be obedient to and receive light and truth... 

 
 D&C 50:24-25 tells us how to chase the darkness from our minds... 

 
24 That which is of God  is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light; and that 

light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.  

  25 And again, verily I say unto you, and I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase   

 darkness from among you;  

 

 We will stop here tonight...we're out of time.   

 
 There is so much information that Joseph is giving us.  He tells us that he is going to explain things  more 

noble...which means greater or more important. These are the things he is talking about.  He is  saying that if you will let 

yourself understand them, they will assist you in rising above what is   traditionally being taught, and enable you to learn 

and understand how to come unto God. These  teachings are wonderful. 

 

 Remember what Pres Hinckley said, “put away the commentaries, read the scriptures and study the 

 Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith...that's what he said to do.  Using the scriptures and the  teachings of the 

Prophet is the best way to get out of the dairy dept.  The Church has to teach the milk  because the people are not ready 

for the meat.  The milk is the foundation...all of our classes are built  upon it...but you do not have to remain in the dairy 

section of your understanding. (unless you want to.) 

 

  

 Joseph taught that our progression is like climbing a ladder, one rung at a time...we have to first start  on that 

bottom rung, remain obedient to the light and truth we have received before we can have  more...here a little, there a 

little, precept upon precept, until you can climb the fence out of the dairy  section.  But, you have to be willing to ask 

for more..to search and ask and pay the price...it will not be  for free. 

 

 It is really up to you...like Jesus said toward the last of His sermon on the Mount, we have to Seek,  Knock 

and Ask.  You have to even Knock at the Veil, and when it parts, you have to ask for further  light and truth...it is not for 

free. 

 

 As you read and study the scriptures and this material, your understanding will increase...you will be  able to 

see and understand if you are looking for it, working for it, and paying the price...This I say in  the name of Jesus Christ, 

Amen. 
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to be considered as a doctrinal source, nor should they be used for any financial gain.  
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Class Notes  April 3, 2012 

King Follett Discourse  Part 4   The Plan Reviewed 

BH Porter 

 
BP: We're going to review just bit from where we left off last week...let’s go quickly to the heading: The  Immortal 

Spirit. 

 

The Immortal Spirit (p 352 in the TPJS) 

 

I have another subject to dwell upon, which is calculated to exalt man; but it is impossible for 

me to say much on this subject. I shall therefore just touch upon it, for time will not permit me 

to say all. It is associated with the subject of the resurrection of the dead,—namely, the soul—

the mind of man—the immortal spirit.  Where did it come from? All learned men and doctors of 

divinity say that God created it in the beginning; but it is not so: the very idea lessens man in 

my estimation. I do not believe the doctrine; I know better. Hear it, all ye ends of the world; for 

God has told me so; and if you don’t believe me, it will not make the truth without effect. I will 

make a man appear a fool before I get through; if he does not believe it. I am going to tell of 

things more noble. 

 
BP: Joseph is explaining that the soul---the mind of man---the immortal spirit are all the same thing...he  refers to 

these three as “it”...He asks, “Where did “it” come from?  He doesn't agree with the  traditions of men and the 

understanding of the doctors of divinity...why? “for God had told me so.”   That's how he knows!!  God has told him. 

 
 Then at the end of the paragraph, he tells, “I am going to tell of things more noble”...of what we are  used to 

hearing...something greater, something more important!  He is moving out of the dairy  department and into the meat 

department so we can begin to understand more fully the Plan of  Salvation. This is the section that was quoted in our 

Priesthood and Relief Manual 4 years ago...in  Chapter 17. 

 
BP: He goes on... 

 

We say that God himself is a self-existent being. Who told you so? It is correct enough; but how 

did it get into your heads? Who told you that man did not exist in like manner upon the same 

principles? Man does exist upon the same principles. God made a tabernacle and put a spirit 

into it, and it became a living soul.  

 
BP: What he is saying is that God did not create the spirit of Man, rather he formed or made the  'tabernacle' of 

man, and put into him his spirit.  It reads further: 

 

How does it read in the Hebrew?   It does not say in the Hebrew that God created the spirit of 

man. It says “God made man out of the earth and put into him Adam’s spirit, and so became a 

living body.” 

 
BP: As we were discussing, and we need to go review again in Abraham 3:18.  Remember, this is during  the time 

that Abraham had finished translating the Book of Abraham and the Book of Joseph and was  preparing them for 

publication in The Times and Seasons...he has been learning a few things during  this time.  It is in the Book of 

Abraham where we read about the Gods coming together and counseling  with each other.  Just as he is talking about 

in this particular sermon.  And this is where we are reading  about the spirits...in Abr 3: 18. 

 
  18 Howbeit that he made the greater star; as, also, [showing a pattern here, as in many    things]  if 

there be two spirits, and one shall be more intelligent than the other, yet these two   spirits, notwithstanding one is more 

intelligent than the other, have no beginning; they existed   before, they shall have no end, they shall exist after, for they are 

gnolaum, or eternal.  

 
 

BP: What Abraham is telling us is that these spirits have always existed... they are eternal.  There was no  creation 



 

 25 

about them, just as JS is teaching in this discourse.. 

 

Question: These spirits, did they look like Jesus and the body He was going to have when He came to   

 earth?  Or did they look like what we are going to look like when we become resurrected? 

 

BP: Well, everyone is created in the image of God...but that does not necessarily mean that every feature  looks 

exactly like God.   

 

 In Sect 77: 2 we read, and the answer is given by the Lord to Joseph: 

 

2 Q. What are we to understand by the four beasts, spoken of in the same verse? 

A. They are figurative expressions, used by the Revelator, John, in describing heaven, the paradise of God, 

the happiness of man, and of beasts, and of creeping things, and of the fowls of the air; that which is 

spiritual being in the likeness of that which is temporal; and that which is temporal in the likeness of that 

which is spiritual; the spirit of man in the likeness of his person, as also the spirit of the beast, and every 

other creature which God has created.  

 

BP: It doesn't mean that you might have had the exact same features.  Just by taking one look at Brother 

 Lawrence here, proves that there has been many genetic mutations in his line...it doesn't mean that  his spirit 

came from the state of Mississippi !!  (Class Laughter!!)  Think about it...What is God's  image?   Two arms, two eyes, two 

ears...the image of everyman.  You remember the old Arabic  saying?  “there  were a hundred beautiful women, each one 

more beautiful than the other.”  Now, how is that possible?   The answer lies in their differences...beauty is in the 

differences...'great rivers and small streams, mountains and valleys'...beauty is in variety.  So, it does not mean that our 

spirits looked exactly  like our  body we have here...at least I hope not! 

 

 Now, our resurrected bodies will be perfect...without any genetic imperfections or impurities...whatever  that is or 

looks like.  OK..Let's get back to Abraham and the intelligences. 

 

Question:   Why are there different intelligences? 

 

BP: As we read in Abr 3: 18: notwithstanding one is more intelligent than the other...and verse 19:  

And the Lord said unto me: These two facts do exist, that there are two spirits, one being more intelligent 

than the other; there shall be another more intelligent than they; I am the Lord thy God, I am more 

intelligent than they all. . 

  
 Let's jump back to Sec 93...we've been here more than once already, but we're going to look at it  again.   

23 Ye were also in the beginning with the Father; that which is Spirit, even the Spirit of truth;  

24 And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come;  

25 And whatsoever is more or less than this is the spirit of that wicked one ...verse  

26 The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth (i.e., more intelligent than they all), and John bore record of 

me, saying: He received a fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth; 27 And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth 

his commandments  

 
(refer to D&C 50:23-24)  

28 He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and 

knoweth all things.   

 
BP: Now we are coming back to the main concept...he tells us that we were also in the beginning with the  father in 

V 23, even the Spirit of truth...now he is talking about Truth...because truth is a knowledge of  things as they are, as they 

were, and as they are to come...it's an understanding, it's a comprehension,  an understanding of eternal truths.   

 
 Then, he says in order to receive this fulness of truth, we have to be obedient, and keep those 

 commandments...unless we keep the commandments, we cannot receive a fulness of truth.   

 Then in 28...He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth  and 

knoweth all things.  What he is talking about is intelligence...he says,  

 
93: 29 Man was also in the beginning with God. Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not created or 

made, neither indeed can be.   Remember,  
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 93:30 All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has placed it, to act for  itself, as all 

intelligence also; otherwise there is no existence. 

  

Now, in the early 1900's, some of our early thinkers in the Church decided that spirits and intelligences  were two 

separate things...even though Joseph Smith used them in the exact same phrase!!  Because  of that thinking, and in 

that particular time period, (evolution was coming forth), their thinking was that  there were different intelligences 

out there, and God created spirits out of those intelligences...that  teaching became the tradition that we still find being 

taught in the Church today...which is alright.  It's  OK. 

 
Comment:   But that is not true, though!    

BP: In a matter of speaking, it is true...but...there is more truth!!  “Things as they were, as they are, and as  they are 

to come. That's what Joseph is teaching us...eternal truth.  Tradition is, 'things as they are'.   So it doesn't really matter.  

It's true, but it is not eternally true.  Joseph was attempting to go beyond  that. 

 
BP: Intelligence...now this is my definition from sec 93...the intelligence that is talked about in Abraham,  and in 

sec 93, is the spirit's ability to accept, and be obedient to, and learn and accept, light and truth.   Hence,  God's or Christ's 

intelligence, could be “more intelligent than they all”.  It's not I.Q. OK?  That is  the way I see the scriptures 

defining it... 

 
Question:   And you have spoken before about the spirit's ability to become enlarged... 

BP: That's what Joseph Smith has said, yes.  He said, 

 

  “All the minds and spirits that God ever sent into the world are susceptible of enlargement.” 
  

They are ready to progress.  “to keep your first estate, and then to move into your second estate”, and  to 

receive further light and truth and to be obedient.. “we will take of these materials, and we will make  an earth whereon 

these may dwell; and we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all things  whatsoever the Lord their God 

shall command them.” (Abr 3: 24-25) 

 
Comment:   Now, connect that with “character”. Is that the catalyst for change?   

BP: Your spirit's character is that which has the ability to receive light and truth, and to be obedient to such.   That is 

your character. 

 
Comment:   So, enlargement is the building of character? 

BP: Enlargement is developing the character that makes God, God.  In other words, preparing yourself to  receive a 

fulness of light and truth.  Which is the same thing as 'intelligence'...not I.Q.  OK?  Does  that make sense?  

 OK...the top of the next paragraph: 

 

The mind or the intelligence which man possesses is co-equal [co-eternal] with God 

himself. I know that my testimony is true; hence, when I talk to these mourners, what 

have they lost? Their relatives and friends are only separated from their bodies for a 

short season: their spirits which existed with God have left the tabernacle of clay only 

for a little moment, as it were;  
 

 

 

BP: Now, we're at the place where we left off last week... 

I am dwelling on the immortality of the spirit of man.   Q:  Is it logical to say that the 

intelligence of spirits is immortal, and yet that it had a beginning? The intelligence of 

spirits had no beginning, neither will it have an end. That is good logic. That which has 

a beginning may have an end. There never was a time when there were not spirits; for 

they are co-equal [co-eternal] with our Father in heaven. 
 

Comment:   You can't get clearer that that!   

BP: Yes...and remember what Joseph declared, “God has told me so.” 
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 Now, we sometimes think that this was at the end of Joseph’s life, but...let's read what he had to say  earlier in 

his ministry...on p.158 we learn this: (July, 1839) 

 

The spirit of man is not a created being; it existed from eternity, and will exist to 

eternity. Anything created cannot be eternal; and earth, water, etc., had their existence 

in an elementary state, from eternity. Our Savior speaks of children and says, Their 

angels always stand before my Father. The Father called all spirits before Him at the 

creation of man, [that's Adam, at his physical creation and at the council] and organized 

them. [not made them, but organized them in preparation to come to the earth...not create...but 

organized them in families] He (Adam) is the head, and was told to multiply. 
 

BP: On p.181, Joseph taught this: (1840) 

“The first step in salvation of man is the laws of eternal and self-existent principles. 

Spirits are eternal. At the first organization in heaven we were all present, [ that's the 

council ] and saw the Savior chosen and appointed and the plan of salvation made, and 

we sanctioned it.” 
 

 We will get to this a little later, but Joseph said, [The Power to Advance in Knowledge (p 354)] 

 

The first principles of man are self-existent with God. God himself, finding he was in 

the midst of spirits and glory. . . 
  

 See, spirits are susceptible of enlargement, or you cannot prepare a world to which these spirits are to  come to 

unless these spirits have progressed to a point, in their reception and obedience to light and  truth, and until they are 

ready to progress.  And when they are ready, they are organized and prepared  to come to this earth.  That's why this earth 

was created and families organized.  

 

 God is the Father, (as I would understand Joseph's statements, the scriptural statements, in  conjunction with 

what we teach already,) because He has prepared a plan, as Christ says in John  Chapter 1, that we now have power to 

become the sons [and daughters] of God. (Jn 1: 12 and D&C 25:1) 

 

 Now...keep in mind, Joseph tells us he is going to talk to us about the meat...we have to have the milk.   In 

General Conference, and as in every manual, are teachings designed for the lowest common  denominator in the 

Church.  It has to be that way.  Joseph's teachings step outside of the dairy  department.  It's not wrong what we hear, 

because what Primary child is going to be able to  understand it otherwise? 

 

 As we discuss these Gospel Truths, it it important to remember that what we receive here is in direct 

 proportion what what we learned there.  In Alma 13:4-6 we see a concept introduced pertaining to the 

 faithfulness of those spirits who would be called to participate in the teaching of the Gospel to their  fellow 

men...these were the grand patriarchs, fathers of nations, bearers of the Holy Order of God.  Joseph taught that those in 

their earlier existence were set apart or ordained to various callings and  responsibilities: 

 

  Every man who has a calling to minister to the inhabitants of the world was ordained to that very purpose  

 in the Grand Council of heaven before this world was. I suppose I was ordained to this very office in that  

 Grand Council. It is the testimony that I want that I am God’s servant, and this people His people.   

 (TPJS, p. 365) 

 

 The Plan of Salvation requires that an organization be set up on that side in order to come to this side. 

 We prepared ourselves there to be receptive to enlargement, and be capable of receiving that light  and 

truth...That's what the Lord is telling Abraham in Chapter 3: 19. 

 
“These two facts do exist, that there are two spirits, one being more intelligent than the other; there shall be 

another more intelligent than they; I am the Lord thy God, I am more intelligent than they all.”  
   

  

 If you use my definition of intelligence, some have prepared themselves more than others to receive  light and 

truth in a greater way than others...so...how are those who have prepared themselves to  receive  more light and truth and 
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have been more obedient to light and truth going to be different than  those that haven't done as they have...what's going to 

be different for them?  That's right...they are  going to receive more responsibility!  Remember what was told to 

Abraham?  “Abraham, thou art one  of them: thou wast chosen before thou wast born”. (see Abr 3: 23)    

 

 There is no rank in the kingdom of God, there is only responsibility.  The prophet can be saved no  easier 

than anyone in this room...and if you want to be factual about it...it might be harder for him to be  saved because his 

responsibility is so much greater than ours.  He has no better chance for salvation  than any other individual...there is 

no rank, only responsibility. 

  

Comment: I have a brother, who is a non-member, and he remembers the pre-existence in which he said   

 that he did not want to go live in a home where his mother was going to be crazy...(class laughter),   

 and he remembers God telling him,  'Don't worry, it'll all work out!' 

 

BP: That may be the case...that's what Joseph was telling us earlier...at the first organization, when the  plan was 

presented to us, “we sanctioned it”.  We had to know then just how bad life, or mortality,  could be; coming to a 

home with bad parents; coming here and having cancer; coming and losing a  loved one or a child...we had to know how 

bad it was going to be, or else, our agency was  compromised in that council. 

  

 Section 93 says: 

30 All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has placed it, to act for itself, as all intelligence 

also; otherwise there is no existence.  

 

 That’s why intelligence is the spirit's ability to receive further light and truth, because that is something  we 

choose to do.  That's what Joseph is telling us.  The topic of spirits is being discussed...a world is  going to be 

prepared...spirits are going to come to it, and they would be tested to see if they would be  obedient to further light 

and truth.  Now, you can answer those questions... “why was I born in the  United States?  Why was I born in the 

Church?”  Perhaps it is because you had progressed to a state  to receive light and truth and had the ability to be obedient to 

it, and would assist others in obtaining  that light and truth. 

 

 The amount of light and truth we have, and the amount we can receive, is based upon our own agency.   Here on 

earth, the reason we receive light and truth here, is no different to the light and truth we  received there.  Agency is the 

key...it by our agency that we are exalted, and it is by our agency that we  are damned.  This agency is crucial...like we 

just read... “all truth is independent, all spirits are  independent in that sphere, in that environment, in which God has 

placed it (to act for itself)...as all  intelligence also; otherwise there is no existence.”   

 

 We kept our first estate, and were valiant in that first estate in the reception of light and truth.  We 

 progressed such that we could now move to our second estate. What greater test could there be than  by 

having a physical body?  See?  We progressed and passed that test in a spiritual body, and we  were then ready to receive 

a physical body... 

 

It's just like when we go to the Temple, we first have to receive a recommend.  What we are doing in that 

recommend interview, we are saying, “I am ready and willing to live a higher law in order to receive greater light 

and knowledge...greater light and truth.”  And so we take that recommend and can walk into the temple and learn 

about the relationship between man and God, and man to his created environment.  We can learn to control evil and 

to know where evil came from, so that we can control it in our lives here. 

 

 We progressed in that spirit environment, with that spirit intelligence, or as Joseph said, the  intelligence of 

spirits, as he uses the term.  Now the best way for that light and truth to grow brighter  and brighter, moving us closer and 

closer to exaltation, is to place us in an environment where we  have a physical body that has needs, wants, desires, 

appetites and passions.  Here, our spirit has to  learn to control those desires, appetites and passions...learning to keep 

the commandments and  continue to light and truth until we can obtain a 'fulness of light and truth and be glorified in all 

things'. 

 

Comment:   Too bad those concepts are not taught in Temple Prep Class!  

 

 
BP: I hope you understand this.  It is a plan of eternal progression.  This is what Joseph Smith is trying to  teach us.  

We have an opportunity, through our diligence, to receive light and truth, until we receive a  fulness of light and truth 

and are glorified in all things...this is the concept of eternal progression.   We're here to do it!  We're here to learn. 
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The next environment, the next sphere we enter into, is the spirit world, where we can clean up our lack of 

education we have here and understand perfectly the Plan of Salvation, without...without the physical limitations of 

a handicapped body, which we all have.  We can learn light & truth without being fettered with that physical body, 

and then we can take that agency that we possess and say, “yes, I believe it.  I want to participate in this plan. Or 

we can do as Mosiah says in Mosiah 26: 26:  

   

  “Then shall they know that I am the Lord their God, that I am their Redeemer;    

 but they would not be redeemed.” 

 

BP: As we learn light and truth and understand it without the physical body, without the problems we have  had here, 

and without the education we have had here, we can know and understand truth and can  accept that light and truth there...we 

then get to receive another environment where we can receive  that physical body we had again.  And we can take 

that physical body that our spirit now has, and we  can move that towards that exaltation.... going from exaltation to 

exaltation until we arrive at the  station of God.   

 

 It's simple really...that's what Joseph is trying to teach us here...that's what the scriptures are trying to  convey. 

 

Question: I love what you just said...but tell me please how does it fit that if one dies with, for example, a   

 word of wisdom problem...won't it be too hard for the individual to overcome those habits   

 without  a physical body? 

 

BP: Paul talks about this extensively in his letters...the desires of the flesh and the spirit...the battle  between the spirit 

and the flesh...the desires we end up having here.  If we let the flesh create habits in  our spirit...and that is what is taking 

place, if the flesh controls the spirit, then the spirit acquires the  habits that the flesh “forced upon it”, if you will.  

When we get there without a physical body with  that  same character, that same 'spirit' (Alma 34:34) that we 

possessed when we left, we have to then learn  to control that spiritual body.  We have to learn to NOT have those 

desires, so that the spirit can win  that war that is discussed in those letters of Paul. 

 

 Are we ready to move on Br. Lawrence?    I see a hand or two... 

 

Question: So, valiancy is nothing more than obedience? 

BP: Obedience to the light and truth that you have received.  See?  Our goal is to receive further light and  truth.  

That is what Abraham tells us in Abr 1: 2:  He told us that he had: 
  “...been myself a follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one who possessed great    

 knowledge, and to be a greater follower of righteousness, and to possess a greater    

 knowledge”.  

 
  

 

That's what valiancy is...Adam was obedient to the light and truth that he received when he was cast  out from 

the garden of Eden...to offer sacrifices... “why are you doing it?”  “I don't know”. “I'm looking  for messengers from the 

presence of the Father to give me light and truth as to why I am offering  sacrifices”.  Because he was obedient, The 

angel said, (Moses 5:7) 

   
“This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the Father, which is full of grace and truth.    

 
 That's what we see in Abr. 3: 22-23.  The Lord told Abraham...These I will make my rulers, and you  Abraham 

are one of the great and noble ones. 

 
  Now we all like to put on those Zoramite sunglasses, and say, because we are members of the   

 Church, that we are the great and noble ones...but I will be the first to admit that I am not in the same   class as 
Abraham, Moses, Adam, Enoch.  Their responsibilities are their responsibilities, and my    responsibilities are 

my responsibilities.  Abraham was chosen because he had been more obedient to   light and truth, before he was born. 

 
Even Christ tells us in Sec 93 is that he received a fullness of light and truth because of his obedience to light and 

truth...this is why, and I hope you understand this...All spirits have existed as long as God's spirit has existed, OK?  

God's spirit came to an earth prepared long before this one, and He was capable of going to an earth and working 

out His salvation and exaltation on an earth long before this earth was ever created, long before He was ever God.  

I think Joseph gives us, what, 2 ½ Billion years or something like  that, is how long God has been God...so that 
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was a long time ago...(that's a drop in the bucket when there is no time...)   

 
But remember, Christ was more intelligent than they all who were prepared to come to this earth and he received a 

fullness of light and truth.  Now, what is intelligence?   It is nothing more than the ability to seek for further light 

and truth and to receive it and to be obedient to that light and truth.  His spirit, Christ's spirit, lacked one thing 

though...He needed to receive a physical body.  Therefore, and if you remember and understand the definition of a 

Son of God...according to scripture … A son of God is one who has been obedient to all the laws and 

commandments of the Gospel. You then become worthy to be called or named a son of God, which places you in a 

position to receive all that the Father hath, and you become a “firstborn” unto God.  So Christ could be [so named] 

because he was chosen from among all of those spirits when God became God...because of His valiancy, because 

His ability to be obedient and to receive a Fullness of light and truth before He even came to an earth.  He was 

already worthy to be God before he ever came here.  He was greater than the great and noble ones...more intelligent 

than they all ... therefore, He could be chosen as the Son of God, and He could be God in that position as a Son of 

God before He even came here. 

 
 See, John tells us in sec 93,  

 
  12 And I, John, saw that he received not of the fulness at the first, but received grace for grace;  

  13 And he received not of the fulness at first, but continued from grace to grace,  

  until he received a fulness;                 [John is going way back, here!] 

  14 And thus he was called the Son of God, because he received not of the fulness at the first.  

 
 The best explanation of the glory of God, the best scripture I know of is found in section 132: 28, 31. 

 
  28 I am the Lord thy God, and will give unto thee the law of my Holy Priesthood, as was    

 ordained by me and my Father before the world was. … 31....and by this law is the    

 continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth himself.  

 
 A plan was concocted to create a world and to populate it...spirits had progressed to such a point as  to leave 

their first estate, and enter into a second estate...they had been obedient there and now in this  sphere in which they have 

been placed, would be tested to see if they would do all things the Lord  their God would command them... 

  

 

 They would be given laws and commandments of the Gospel...or light and truth, and if they were  obedient, 

would receive greater light and truth until they could also receive a fulness, and thus become  worthy to also become a 

son / daughter of God...thereby continuing the works of the Father wherein  He glorifies himself. 

 
 Remember the Milk is for everyone...the Meat is for those who search and the Mysteries are for those  who 

want more...Abraham tells us he wanted to be able to administer the laws and ordinance of the  Gospel to his posterity...to 

be a greater follower of righteousness and to possess greater  knowledge...he  was following his desires to obtain a fulness 

like his fathers had done before him.  

 

Question:   You have used a lot of examples, and I was wondering how gender plays a role in all of this? It   

 seems like all these examples you have used only pertain to men. 

 

BP: It doesn't.  And this is something you also need to understand...God is two people. See, you have to 

 understand that.  When I speak of God, He says that I am going to create man in mine own image, in  the 

image of God created He them, male and female created He them.  Sec 130 of the D&C says that  unless a man 

enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of  marriage] he cannot enter into the 

highest degree of the celestial kingdom. God is a man and a  woman.  

 
  

 That's why women, that's why you are sealed. You become God.  Men do not go off to  Celestial 

 Priesthood meeting to learn to create and destroy worlds, and the women go off to celestial relief  society...they 

don't do that. The Two... the Two...the Couple are God.  So, when you speak of one,  you are speaking of both. 

 

Comment:   All of a sudden, I just became really scared (female student).  (laughter) 

BP: Look, we all know who is going to be running things anyway!!  (more laughter) 
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Question: When you were describing the Pre-Mortal Christ, did not Satan also know those things? 

BP: Satan, could not, was not, never could be equal to Christ. In one ancient text, “The Gospel of  Bartholomew”, 

says that Christ was the Father's first creation...the first one worthy to become a son of  God, by His ability to 

receive and be obedient to light and truth.  He's the first one.  Now, go to Moses 1.  Here, The Lord opens the 

visions of the eternities up to Moses...He says that there are worlds without  number, but later on He says that 

He is only going to talk about this world...but He opens up to Moses in this fashion, and said, “...worlds without 

number have I created...by the word of my power, which is mine Only Begotten Son,  So Christ was the first 

creation, and all of our Father's creations were made and done by Christ...Section 76 of the D&C says that the 

worlds are and were created, [by Christ, the worlds (plural)] are and were created by Him, and the inhabitants 

thereof [of those worlds] can become begotten sons and daughters unto God. (see D&C 76: 24)  Begotten doesn't 

mean, “Born”.  When Christ is called the Only Begotten of the Father...in the Greek, it means “Unique”, OK...see 

we can become, we can become sons and daughters also...That's why Christ talks about this everywhere in the 

scriptures... 

 

Question:   While you are looking that up...Does that mean that Christ has created all those millions of   

 worlds  that are out there? 

BP: Yes, of our Heavenly Father's worlds...not of His Heavenly Father's, not Heavenly Father's Heavenly  Father, 

but of our Heavenly Father's worlds Christ has created. 

 

BP: Reading from John 1: 11-12;    

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: [so whoever believes the 

Gospel can receive the power to become a son or daughter of God.] 

 
 Every reference on sons and daughters of God, every single reference, without exception in  the scriptures, 

says that we become sons and daughters of God by virtue of our accepting  the Gospel and living by its precepts and 

principles. 

 

D&C 25:1  …  for verily I say unto you, all those who receive my gospel are sons and   

 daughters in my kingdom.  
 

 Moses 6: 68:   as Adam is given the Gospel from v 50, he goes through the whole plan of salvation,  

 the Gospel and how it relates to mankind on earth, why the need for faith, and why we need   to 

repent, and at the very end of going through the plan of salvation and he is baptized,    not just with 

water but also with fire and the Holy Ghost...at the end of the chapter it says: 

    

“Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus [by participating in the Gospel  discussed in those 

last 18 verses] may all become my sons.” 

 
BP: It doesn't matter what reference that talks about becoming a son of God, because it will be a result of our 

Agency...us choosing to be obedient to the light and truth, which is a knowledge of things as they are, as they were, 

and as they are to come.  Then we become sons and daughters of God without exception! 

 

Question: Back to Satan...didn't he know? 

BP: Satan did know that...in the Book of John the Evangelist, or it could be the Gospel of Bartholomew,  John 

wants to know about it...and Christ says, You can ask Satan yourself...John says, I don’t want to  have to do anything with 

Satan, He is just going to lie to me anyway...Christ tells him that he will  compel  Satan to speak the truth...so, he 

begins asking Satan questions like, where did you come from, why are  you here?...questions such as these...Satan 

answers that Christ was the beginning, that He was the first  creation, and that he (Satan) was not competing against 

Christ, but rather the plan and to do away with  the necessity of Christ!   

 

 Satan, in the council of Heaven that was to come to this earth...just this earth...let's say, all the people in  this 

room were to come to this earth (3 sections of pews).  This room holds the people who were going  to come to this 

earth...and over here we have Adam...(the Ancient of Days)...we also have Abraham and  one of the earliest 

ones...among the ones prepared from the very beginning for this earth that were  ready to accept light and truth, we 

have one by the name of Lucifer, but understand...he is in this room,  ready to come to this earth.  And Lucifer, like Cain, 

was lifted up in pride, and his offering, his priesthood,  his authority was not accepted  because of his pride in 

knowing that he  was to become the first  person  who would be coming to this earth as the first patriarch, therefore, God 

chose another in his stead...So  God says, I will send the next...Adam, like Abel, is the next in line, but younger than 
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Satan...Satan  then says, why should I go down and respect one that is younger than I?  Thus he rebelled, and  took this 

whole side of this room right here with him. [ This ties in with Abr 3: 27-28.] 
 

27And the Lord said: Whom shall I send? And one answered like unto the Son of Man: Here am I, send 

me. And another answered and said: Here am I, send me. And the Lord said: I will send the first. [Adam] 

28 And the second [Lucifer] was angry, and kept not his first estate; and, at that day, many followed after 

him.  
 
 Look at D&C 29: 36-37 
  36 And it came to pass that Adam, being tempted of the devil—for, behold, the devil was   

 before Adam, for he rebelled against me, saying, Give me thine honor, which is my power; and    also a 

third part of the hosts of heaven turned he away from me because of their agency;    37 And they were thrust 

down, and thus came the devil and his angels;  

 

Question: If the spirits are the same age, how then is Lucifer before Adam? Was he more intelligent than   

 Adam? 

BP: Yes, their spirits are the same age,[as all spirits are] yet Lucifer, being called the Son of the Morning, had qualified 

himself spiritually and in all other aspects to possibly become the first  patriarch on the newly organized earth. But, 

his pride surfaced, seen also like Cain vs.  Able...OK, now Lucifer was among those spirits organized to come to 

this earth, not all earths, only this earth...he cannot leave this earth, his “bounds are set tho the horizon” (according 

to one text), he is the 'god of this world', not every world.  He knew that he could not take the place of Christ, so he 

says to the Father, “ I will make sure that everyone is going to be saved, but I want your glory, not Christ's glory...I 

want the Father's glory!! Then Christ would have been subservient to Satan!  In doing that, in the plan he presented, 

he knew he could not take the place of Christ, but he wanted to do away with the necessity of Christ... “I will make 

sure that everyone will be saved.” which is to take away their agency. And as it says in sec 93:30, without 

agency...there is no existence. 

 

Comment: So evidently, that are other Satan's in other worlds?   Yep...you bet. 

  

  This connects that right back into Moses 4: 1-4  
   

  1 That Satan, ... is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying—   

 Behold,  here am I, send me, I will be thy son, [thus doing away with the necessity of Christ], and I will   

 redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.  

  2 But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning, said unto   

 me —Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever. [Christ is voting freely, sustaining His   

 father]   

  3 Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency    

 of man, which I, the Lord God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him mine own    power; by 

the power of mine Only Begotten, I caused that he should be cast down;  

  4 And he [Lucifer] became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to   

 blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto my    voice. 

 

BP: OK...back to our text... 

 

  I want to reason more on the spirit of man; for I am dwelling on the body and spirit of  

  man -- on the subject of the dead. I take my ring from my finger and liken it unto the  

  mind of man -- the immortal part, because it has no beginning. Suppose you cut it in 

two;    then it has a beginning and an end; but join it again, and it continues one eternal 

round.    So with the spirit of man. As the Lord liveth, if it had a beginning, it will have an 

end.  

 
BP:   See, this concept we normally teach...it is not bad, and I am not complaining..that our Mother and  Father in 

Heaven giving birth to spirits...but this concept implies there is a 'pre-existence' to the 'pre- existence'. 

 
Comment: I had not thought about that before, but if there is a beginning, that would mean there is an end. 

 
BP: That's what Joseph Smith is getting at...if we think that the spirit had a beginning...a birth...then it will  have an 

end...a death...that's what he's trying to convey.  Eternity or immortality has to go as far in one  direction as it does in the 

This is my 

insert. 

My 

insert 
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other direction...That's what he is saying.  Many, many religions believe that  the spirit continues to live after death....but 

only one believes that that spirit was eternal, therefore it  can live after death, but it also believes it lived before birth.  

Death...like birth...is an event we live  through.   

 
 It has to be just as long in one way as it is in the other.  If it had a beginning, it will have an end.  If it  has an 

end, it had a beginning. 

 

  All the fools and learned and wise men from the beginning of creation, who say that the  

  spirit of man had a beginning, prove that it must have an end; and  if that doctrine 

is    true, then the doctrine of annihilation would be true. But if I am right, I might 

with    boldness proclaim from the house-tops that God never had the power to create 

the    spirit of man at all.  God himself could not create himself.  

 
Comment:   So then, the word create does not mean... “give birth to”?   Right.  But we hear that over the   

 pulpit all the time... 

 
BP: That's just what some members of the church need to hear at this particular time...it's alright...you  have to 

have the milk first. You have to have the milk...the meat and the mysteries come because... using my definition of 

intelligence ...it is not just the ability to receive and be obedient to light and truth,  but it also must imply the desire to 

seek for further light and truth...that's why Joseph Smith says  they are susceptible to enlargement...and that enlargement 

must come by agency...If you desire more  than the milk, you are going to have to search, ask, and knock to receive more. 

 
  Whatever principle of intelligence [same definition]  we attain unto in this life, it will   

 rise with us in the resurrection. And if a person gains more knowledge and    

 intelligence in this life through his diligence and obedience than another, he will have   

 so much the advantage in the world to come. ( D&C 130:18-19) 

 
Question: Do you think Joseph knew more than he was able to tell? 

BP: Without question...at one time he told the saints that if he were to tell all that God has revealed to his  mind 

that the saints would rise up and kill him. 

 

  Intelligence is eternal and exists upon a self-existent principle. It  is  a  spirit from age  

  to age, and there is no creation about it. All the minds and spirits that God ever sent into 

   the world are susceptible of enlargement.   

 
BP: Again, as Joseph uses the term...the intelligence of spirits is the ability to receive and obey light and  truth and 

to continue to seek for greater knowledge.  Notice, that every time Joseph talks about spirit it  is always “it”...Gender, 

though, is part of the organization in that first organization of all the spirits. 

 
 In Third Enoch by Hugo Oderburg, discusses, in an entire section, the spirits destined to receive  bodies  on earth, 

that gender was part of that organization. 

  

  Intelligence is eternal and exists upon a self-existent principle. It  is  a  spirit from age to 

   age, and there is no creation about it. All the minds and spirits that God ever sent 

into the    world are susceptible of enlargement.  

 
BP: You don't come here unless you are capable of receiving light and truth. That's the preparation that  took 

place before...that was when we could be organized into this world, because now, these spirits  are prepared to receive 

further light and truth.  In order to do that, they needed a physical body so that  their spirit can learn to control the flesh. 

 
Question: So is it like when it says in Abraham that “the Gods saw that they were obeyed?” (Abr 4:10) 

BP: The Gods were setting the plan in motion and making sure the the plan was good, and making sure  that they 

would be obeyed because they were preparing a world for these spirits to come. 

 
Question: OK...will there be a day or situation to when they will see if we are obeying? 



 

 34 

BP: There is, and it comes about because of our agency...there will come a day in which we will become  as 

obedient as Christ is … or ... we will rebel.  See, there must come a day for our exaltation, and  either we will be as 

obedient as Christ is ...not to suffer as He did...but our will...we just don't submit  our will to God's will, … but our 

will must be the SAME as God's will. Which is to develop the character  and the love that makes God, God. 

 
Comment:    Joseph said all will suffer until they obey Christ.... 

BP: Yes, but that does not mean they will choose exaltation...remember what it says in Mosiah:  “they will  know 

that I am their Redeemer, and they will refuse to be redeemed. (Mos 26:26)...Just like some of  our kids... 

 

 The Power to Advance in Knowledge (p 354) 

  The first principles of man are self-existent with God. God himself, finding he was in the midst 

   of spirits and glory, [going right back to Abr 3]  because he was more intelligent, [He 

had a    fulness  of light and truth] saw proper to institute laws whereby the rest [all those who 

had    progressed thus far] could have a privilege to advance like himself.  

 
BP: The plan of salvation is governed by laws...and if you think about it...the plan is a way where every spirit,  no matter 

when they were born on earth, or where they were born, no matter what handicaps they had...the  plan has to be one in which 

everyone receives an opportunity to become exalted.  The Key Law that exists  is that the agency of that intelligence must 
have the opportunity to become exalted.   

Whenever he is born or when he dies...At birth, at death, at 7 yrs old, at 70 yrs old, hearing the Gospel, not hearing the 

Gospel;  physical handicaps, mental handicaps...the Plan has to be such...that every spirit has an opportunity to hear, 

understand, and either accept or reject the plan of salvation. Everyone! 

 
Question: What does it mean in D&C 93:38 that every spirit of man was innocent in the beginning and   

 being innocent before God? 

BP: There is no sin...we see the same thing in Moses 6: 54 that God has atoned for original guilt...if atoned,  then 

there is no sin...like a blank sheet of paper...but when we get to the spirit world environment, there  is almost another 

blank sheet except everyone must ... must understand the plan of salvation perfectly. 

 
 OK...what it's saying...that when any spirit comes to this earth it is clean and free from sin, even from the  sin of 

Adam and Eve...there is no original Sin...it is innocent in the very beginning...you are reading in  sec 93, but Moses 6 adds a 

little more..see v 53-54: 

 
  53 And our father Adam spake unto the Lord, and said: Why is it that men must repent   

 and be baptized in water? (Adam is still seeking for answers) 

 
BP: See, Adam is wanting to know more about the Gospel...he is the first flesh, the first mortal on earth, and  he wants 

further light and knowledge concerning this gospel..these are the answers given by the  messengers sent from the presence 

of God when he was offering sacrifices...the Lord said, 

 
   Behold I have forgiven thee thy transgression in the Garden of Eden. [it's already done,  

 already taken care of] 54 Hence came the saying abroad among the people, that the    Son of 

God hath atoned for original guilt, wherein the sins of the parents cannot be    answered upon the heads 

of the children, for they [the children] are whole [clean, pure,   innocent] from the foundation of the world.  
 
BP: That's why if you die before the age of accountability...you are saved.  Now, it goes on to explain how sin  comes 

into the world in the next verse: 

 
  55 And the Lord spake unto Adam, saying: Inasmuch as thy children are conceived in   

 sin, [or born into a sinful world] even so when they begin to grow up, sin conceiveth in   

 their hearts, and they taste the bitter, that they may know to prize the good.  

 
BP: So, children are born perfect and sinless...but as they begin to grow...and sin surrounds them  everywhere and 

then sin conceives in their hearts...it's not Satan putting the sin in their hearts!!!   It's their choice to sin!!  Because it 

is around them and they say, “I want to do this.  Or I want to do that.”  They also do it in their minds.  That's what 

God is explaining...because they are born into a sinful world that sin conceives in their own hearts.  You cannot do 

something that you have not seen, read, or heard  about!  You cannot think of something that you have never 
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thought of before.  That is the limitation that  God has placed upon our minds...with that, we can only think 

of one thing at a time...therefore, this life  becomes a true probationary state.  Satan cannot put sin into our minds 

unless we want it, and because  we can only think of one thing at a time, we have total control over anything 

that is in our minds.  If we do  not want to think about something, we can think about something else...then all 

of life becomes a true  probationary state.  That's why Alma says they will be condemned by their words, their 

deeds and their  thoughts.(Al 12:14)   It's a perfect probationary state...and that's one of the Laws instituted... 

 
BP:   Going on...   

  The relationship we have with God places us [our spirits]  in a situation to advance in 

knowledge.  
  

 See, this comes back to the concept of receiving light and truth and being obedient to light and truth...  this is 

the story of Adam that we have discussed, because he was seeking for light and truth, he received  light and 

truth...obedience precedes knowledge...and knowledge then demands obedience to the light  and truth already received.  

It's the Law of Revelation. 

    

   He has power to institute laws to instruct the weaker intelligences,  

 
BP:  Remember...going back to Abraham 3...some have greater intelligence, but God has greater intelligence  than they 

all....meaning he has received a fulness of light and truth...so he prepared a plan and every  spirit that comes, has the 

ability to advance in knowledge because God instituted laws to instruct  the weaker intelligences.  The weaker 

intelligences can be instructed by those who have greater  intelligence.  If they cannot be instructed here, then there is a 

spirit world where they can be instructed.  

 

  That's all part of that Plan, that's all part of those laws which were instituted...so every spirit that has the  potential 

to become like God, has the opportunity by their agency to become like God. 

 

Question:   So, what ordinances will be done for little children in the millennium?   

BP: The only ordinances that will be done during the millennium will be sealings...in order for them to receive 

 exaltation, but they have to be sealed in order to become exalted.  That's what the millennium is for.    Dead 

people are not going to be walking around in the streets..you're not going to run into people who  have been dead for 6-700 

years at the mall...those spirits are going to be coming to the temple so that  the work necessary for them to receive 

exaltation can be done. 

 

  that they may be exalted with himself, so that they might have one glory upon another, 

   and all  that knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence, which is requisite in order 

to save    them in the world of spirits. 

 
BP: There is a big argument between the Born-Agains and the Mormons because they teach that we teach  we have 

to do works, such as those in the Temple...what needs to be understood is that ordinances  mean nothing, nothing 

unless your spirit and character has changed to the extent that the ordinances  can be sealed by the Holy Spirit of 

Promise…the ratification and the actualization of the ordinances that  you participate in are dependent upon your obedience 

to the light and truth that you have received,  which is the change of character that's required to have the love that 

makes God, God.  That’s why upon  these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets…loving God and 

loving your fellowman… your neighbor as yourself.  That’s why Christ said “the last commandment that I give unto 

you…that ye  love one another as I have loved you.” 

 
 By our character change into the character that makes God, God..is and will be justified by the spirit so  that the 

ordinances that we have participated in can then be ratified and sealed by the holy spirit of  promise.  But it is your 

character…your character that you have developed by your agency that ratifies,  effectuates and seals the ordinances 

that you have participated in.  You can be baptized a 1000 times,  you can receive your own endowment 1000 times 

and it means nothing, if when you get to that veil and  have not developed the character that makes God, 

God…That..is what repentance is.  Repentance is  the process of changing your character 

 

 So when we talk about works in the church, we should not be talking about the ordinances..we should be  talking 

about what the Bible calls…”works meet for repentance”…sometimes called “fruits meet for  repentance”.  This is 

changing the character of the natural man..Benjamin says it best when he says in  Mos 3:19   
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  For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will   

 be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off   the 

natural man and becometh a saint . . . willing to submit to all things which the Lord  

  seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.  

 

BP: I want to finish this up: 

  

  that they may be exalted with himself, so that they might have one glory upon another, 

and    all that knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence, which is requisite in order to 

save them in   the world of spirits. 

 
 The Plan is perfect... this what we have been talking about... 

 
  This is good doctrine. It tastes good. I can taste the principles of eternal life, and so can you. 

  They are given to me by the revelations of Jesus Christ; and I know that when I tell 

you   these words of eternal life as they are given to me, you taste them, and I know that you 

  believe them. You say honey is sweet, and so do I. I can also taste the spirit of eternal 

life. I   know it is good; and when I tell you of these things which were given me by 

inspiration    of the Holy Spirit, you are bound to receive them as sweet, and rejoice 

more and more.1 

 
Question: Why do you feel this discourse has not been accepted as doctrine?  Why not in the D&C? 

BP: It was a conference talk...rather than a revelation...yes, he is claiming revelation..but this was not your  typical 

revelation like we find in the D&C...besides, we have so much tradition binding us now...who  would believe it? 

 
BP: I hope you can understand where Joseph Smith is coming from, what he is trying to teach, what he is  trying to 

convey..that’s why, in my opinion, the things that Joseph teaches can give us a better view of  the plan of salvation than 

just about anything else…I think that is why this portion of this discourse was  placed in that PH / RS manual 4 years ago 

under the title, “Plan of Salvation” (ch 17). 

 

 It’s the beginning…we have the milk, we know what the milk is. Don’t be satisfied with just the milk for  your 

whole life…here is the meat, as Joseph speaks on more nobler things.  There isn’t anything we’ve  read, and I’ve 

tried to use the scriptures to show you, there isn’t anything we’ve read in these statements  of JS that does not show 

up in our standard works…they are in our standard works, contrary to tradition.  The eternal nature of spirits is in 

our standard works, spirits as intelligences being the same is in our  standard works; progressing by the reception and 

obedience to light and truth is in our standard  works..the plurality of Gods and the council of the Gods is in our 

standard works…there isn’t anything  that we have talked about in this discourse that cannot be found and 

substantiated in our standard  works… 

 
 The Scriptures are true…I bear witness that they are.  I bear witness that Joseph Smith is a prophet of  God, for 

no one but a prophet of God could explain these eternal truths in such a way for us to  understand. No one has even the 

capability to make them up.  Joseph Smith has restored, not just the  Gospel, and what we have in the Book of Mormon, 

but he has restored the Plan of Salvation.  He is a  prophet. To that I bear witness, along with the divinity of Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, and the Plan of  Salvation that gives us an opportunity to become an heir and a joint heir with God’s First 

Creation, even  Jesus Christ.  I say these things in His name, Amen. 
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BP: OK...moving on to Joseph's discourse....I hope I am not upsetting too many people with this material.   This talk 

is the last conference address  given before Joseph dies.  It's one of those discourses that he is  trying to get out 

to the members of the church, that can lift them from where they have been and move  them forward. 



 

 37 

 

Question: Do you feel that the congregation who heard this talk understood it in the way you are presenting  

 it to us? 

 
BP: It's hard to say...I'm sure some of them did...when you go back and read something you have heard, you  gain a lot 

more.  You see, there is not anything that Joseph is teaching us that is not contained in the  scriptures.  I believe a lot 

of what Joseph is teaching needs to be understood along with the scriptures.   What is contained in this discourse is 

beyond what is in our current church manuals...it's beyond and  higher than that...it's at a different level than that.  

But there is nothing he says that cannot be found in  the scriptures.  So to understand it back then, one would have to have 

an understanding of the scrip- tures to understand what he is trying to say. 

 

 

BP: I've had people in other classes that when they hear something they have not heard before, it freaks  them 

out!  A lot of people are 'secure' in thinking that they know the Gospel and know it well.  When they  hear something 

that they have not heard before it tends to disturb them, because some members think  they have heard it all...that, then, 

brings up an issue that perhaps they don't know it all after all.  It  challenges the ego, and the issue becomes that they 

want to be secure in what they think they know.   Believe me, I do not want to mess up anyone's ego! Or get anybody 

mad or upset, but I want you to  know that Joseph himself says in this discourse that he is going to teach “more nobler 

things”...that he is  going to teach beyond what the people have heard before, that he is going to teach things he has 

seen  and things that he understands.  He says over and over again that he knows these things not only by the  power of 

the Holy Ghost, but also because he says, “for God has told me so”.  He has seen and  understood things far beyond the 

milk products that we are used to [hearing and reading]. 

 

You have to keep in mind that the role of Church Correlation is to provide a never ending supply of dairy  products.  

We have to have that, and there is nothing wrong with that, but when you go beyond those  dairy products 

that you are provided, then you are going beyond because of your own desire to search for truth...it is something 

you have to seek for yourselves.  You do not leave the church!   

 

 I receive emails on a constant basis from people who are upset that the church is not teaching deeper  things. 

 Well, the church cannot teach deeper things because the meat and the mysteries only come by  your own 

preparation and desire!  They come line upon line and precept upon precept...it can't come  over the pulpit at General 

Conference or from our lay ministry that we have in our Gospel doctrine class.   The people are not prepared...they 

[the GA's] just can’t do that.  You cannot get upset that they are not  teaching deeper things because it is in the deeper 

things where your own agency comes in, where your  preparation comes in, where your desires come in...That's 

what the scriptures talk about...when the  Elders were sent out to find who the Apostles were going to be, Joseph told 

them that they would find  them “by their desires”, by what they wanted to know. 

 

Question: From what you have observed over the years...have many of the GA's discussed this discourse  

 very much? 

 

BP: McConkie did, and Joseph Fielding Smith quoted from this frequently.  This discourse has been known  about for 

a long, long time, but now, and what some have concluded, these concepts seem so different than to what 

traditionally receive by way of the dairy products that we hardly know what to do with them.  So, we really do not 

talk about this discourse so much.  What you have to keep in mind is this material is taking us a step further, step 

higher than what we are used to. 

 

Comment: This seems like one has to seek for himself for further light and knowledge. 

 

BP: You do, and it seems like Joseph wanted to give us more before he passed away.  He wanted to give us  a few 

higher steps on the stairs, so that we can move higher on those rungs of the ladder of where we are and then have a 

foundation to move even beyond...see, there is no end to what you can learn. 

 

Comment: President Hinckley tried to hint at these things, but he was not as poignant as maybe he could   

 have been. 

 

BP: You are so right...remember he said that if he were a Bishop or Stake President, that he would try as  hard as 

he knew how to increase the spirituality of his members by encouraging them to read the  scriptures and the 

teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.  Just by way of show of hands...how many of  you have read or re-read the King 

Follett discourse before this class? (only about 10 hands were raised...there  are over 100 people here in class tonight) 
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 Ok...there are lot who haven't, and we have had this account nearly 200 years!  It's been in publication  for a 

long time, but, as we can see...one has to have the desire to know more...to go beyond...one has to  understand the 

scriptures, which is the basis for any man's doctrine...if what is written or said, if it is not  based on the scriptures, 

you can rest assured that what they are saying or writing is their own opinion.   Joseph said the same thing when he said, 

“Show me something that I have taught that is not in the  scriptures and I will change my opinion.”  I have not found 

anything he has taught that cannot be found in some way in our standard works.  The scriptures are the standard, and Joseph 

does not teach what is  not contained in the scriptures.   It's not limited to the Bible or the Book of Mormon or the 

Doctrine and  Covenants or the Pearl of Great Price...because what we have seen so far, most of what he is teaching 

 is out of the Pearl of Great Price...the book that answers all of the questions. 

 

BP: Ok, we're here and ready to go...I have it marked that we left off at The Relation of Man to God. 

 
  The Relation of Man to God (p 355) 

  I want to talk more of the relation of man to God. I will open your eyes in relation to your dead.  

 

BP: Now remember, we have 3 creation accounts in scripture...and in each creation account, it is to   establish 

a relationship between God, and man, who has the potential to become like God, and the  environment in 

which than man is going to live...the creation accounts are all given, and one non-LDS  scholar, very bright...said 

that all creation accounts that are written, and renewed, (re-read at a certain  time every year), all creation 

accounts are always given in conjunction with an ordinance or an initiation. 

 

One of these creation accounts, Moses, (the inspired version of Genesis), was given in conjunction with  an 

endowment of power.  The version in Moses, was the creation account as he was receiving that  endowment...The 

Book of Abraham is the creation account given to Abraham as one of the spirits who  were noble and great, as 

he was seeing and receiving his endowment of power; The creation account that we participate in the Temple is 

the creation account given to us as we receive our endowment of  power.  See, each one is given in 

conjunction with an initiation and / or ordinance.  The ordinance is the endowment, the initiation into the higher 

mysteries of the relationship between man, God, evil and death. 

 

 Even Lehi, in the opening chapters of the Book of Mormon talks about Lehi receiving his own  endowment  

 
  5 Wherefore it came to pass that my father, Lehi, as he went forth prayed unto the Lord, yea,  

  even with all his heart, in behalf of his people. 6 And it came to pass as he prayed unto the Lord, 

  there came a pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him; and he saw and heard much; and  
  because of the things which he saw and heard he did quake and tremble exceedingly.  

  7 And it came to pass that he returned to his own house at Jerusalem; and he cast himself upon his bed,   

 being overcome with the Spirit and the things which he had seen. 8 And being thus overcome  

  with the Spirit, he was carried away in a vision, even that he saw the heavens open, and  

  he thought he saw God sitting upon his throne, surrounded with numberless concourses of angels 

  in the attitude of singing and praising their God. (1 Ne 1: 5-7) 

 

Anytime you see that phrase in scripture, “numberless concourse of angels”, that is the beginning, that is  the 

Council in Heaven as the creation begins...so Lehi receives his understanding with the Council in  Heaven.  

Again, every creation account is given with an ordinance or with an initiation...Our scriptures  give us the three 

different time periods of which we learn eternal truths...Things as they were, like the  historical Moses' account; 

Things as they are...our own Temple experience, and as things as they are to  come, as seen in Abraham's 

account...who is looking at it from the viewpoint of what is going to happen in the future. (BHP feels Abraham’s 

account is the best of all three) 

 

To re-emphasize, these creation accounts are not given to provide answers for how long things took or in which 

order they occurred, or in what sequence the various phases took place...so many of us get  locked into that. 

It is trying to establish so that we, in our own endowment of power, can understand the  relationship that Man has 

to God, that God has to Man, and which Man has to his created environment. 

 The account in Moses includes how evil and death comes into the world.  Knowing these two things truly  gives us 

power over our mortality. 

 

If you think about what Joseph has done here in this particular discourse, If you think about the subjects that he has 

dwelt on...what was the first main subject?  The Nature of God, the word, Eloheim;... “in the  beginning, the 

head god called all of the other gods in council together.”  The next main subject was  spirits, how spirits have 

existed, what has happened to those spirits? Why are they here?  What is the  purpose of those spirits? How can 

those spirits be enlightened or be enlarged upon?  As we move from  those topics, we move into this concept of 

relationship between Man and God in this next section. 
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BP: He says some surprising things in this section too. 

 

  I want to talk more of the relation of man to God. I will open your eyes in relation to your dead.   

All things whatsoever God in his infinite wisdom has seen fit and proper to reveal to us, 

  while we are dwelling in mortality, in regard to our mortal bodies, are revealed to us in the abstract, 

  and independent of affinity of this mortal tabernacle, but are revealed to our spirits precisely as 

  though we had no bodies at all; and those revelations which will save our spirits will save our 

  bodies.  

 

 See?  What he is saying here...we - are - eternal!!  This life is one of those passing stages in which we  need to 

learn further light and truth.  We need to learn to teach the spirit how to have control over the  physical body, as the body 

is still connected to the spirit.  And spirit is eternal element. 

 

 There's a good verse in D&C 101: 36-39 

 
  36 Wherefore, fear not even unto death; for in this world your joy is not full, but in me your joy is full.  

  37 Therefore, care not for the body, neither the life of the body; but care for the soul, and for the life of the   

 soul.  

  38 And seek the face of the Lord always, that in patience ye may possess your souls, and ye shall have   

 eternal life.  

  

 We can't come to this section and not read verse 78: 

 
  78 That every man may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to futurity, according to the moral agency   

 which I have given unto him, that every man may be accountable for his own [works] in the day of judgment.  

  

 What he is saying is that we ought to be acting in mortality as though our spirits are eternal...do you see  that?  

Take no thought of the body...but of the soul and life of the soul...and he says: 

   
  And seek the face of the Lord always, that in patience ye may possess your souls, and ye shall have    

 eternal life. [in futurity] 

 
  

 Go to 1 Timothy 4:8 
  8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that   now is, and 

of that which is to come. [meaning that it is in futurity] 
  

 D&C 29: 35 says: 

. . . I gave unto him commandment, but no temporal commandment gave I unto him, for my commandments are spiritual; . . . 

 
 Those commandments are eternal and those commandments that will save our spirits will save our 

 bodies...according to Joseph Smith. 

 
BP: Our spirits are eternal and our physical bodies have to receive the power of the atonement in order to  initiate 

the power of the resurrection. (see 2 Ne 9: 7-8)   The spirit is going to continue to exist no matter  what. 

 

  God reveals them [the revelations] to us in view of no eternal dissolution of the body, or tabernacle.  

 

 We are eternal...this is what we have to keep in mind constantly as we are reviewing this material...see,  the 

progression of the body is dependent upon the progression of the spirit...the exaltation of the body is  dependent on the 

character of the spirit. 

 

 D&C 88: 28 tells us: 

 
  28 They who are of a celestial spirit [character] shall receive the same body which was a natural body; even ye  
 shall receive your bodies, and your glory shall be that glory by which your bodies are quickened.  

 

What this is saying is that if you have the character of a celestial spirit, you will receive a celestial body in the 

resurrection.  We make decisions here and now that are telestial, terrestrial or celestial decisions.  We make choices 

and decisions that are based in one of those attributes.  Classify them by the quality  decisions that we 

make...he is saying that whatever spirit we have, whatever character we have  developed by the time of the 
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resurrection, will rise with us at that resurrection.   

 

If we have a telestial spirit, we will receive a telestial body; if we have a terrestrial spirit, we will receive a 

terrestrial body, and if we have a celestial spirit we will receive a celestial body. 

 
 No one is going to be left out...Our lives are not timed tests.  Can you not begin to see the personal 

 responsibilities  we have?  He goes on to explain: 

 
  Hence the responsibility, the awful responsibility, that rests upon us in relation to our dead; for all the 

  spirits who have not obeyed the Gospel in the flesh must either obey it in the spirit or be damned. 

  Solemn thought!—dreadful thought! Is there nothing to be done?—no preparation—no salvation 

  for our fathers and friends who have died without having had the opportunity to obey the decrees 

  of the Son of Man? Would to God that I had forty days and nights in which to tell you all! I would 

  let you know that I am not a “fallen prophet.”  (he had 81 days left actually) 

 

 Joseph wishes that he could only talk about this subject for 40 days and 40 nights.  Now he begins  talking 

about this responsibility...the key line in this section is:  

 

  for all the spirits who have not obeyed the Gospel in the flesh must either obey it in the spirit or be 

damned 

 

  Our Greatest Responsibility (p 356) 

 

  What promises are made in relation to the subject of the salvation of the dead? and what kind 
  of characters are those who can be saved, although their bodies are mouldering and decaying in the 

  grave? When his commandments teach us, it is in view of eternity; for we are looked upon by God 

  as though we were in eternity. God dwells in eternity, and does not view things as we do. 

 

BP: Our spirits are eternal...and every spirit that comes to this earth is susceptible to enlargement...of  receiving light 

and truth, and that truth as D&C 50: 23 says: 

 
  24 That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more    

 light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.   
 
  

 And in sec 93 says that by keeping the commandments or being obedient to light and truth, that we can  receive a 

fulness of light and truth … “until the perfect day”.  So God looks upon our eternal spirits...the  key concept is for us to 

create the character in our spirit, that makes God, God.  If you continue to do  that then you have hope of a better 

resurrection or a celestial resurrection. 

 
  27 And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments. 28 He that keepeth his    

 commandments receiveth truth and light 

 
BP:  Moving on... 

  The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead. The 

  Apostle says, “They without us cannot be made perfect;” (Hebrews 11:40) for it is necessary that 

  the sealing power should be in our hands to seal our children and our dead for the fulness of the 

  dispensation of times—a dispensation to meet the promises made by Jesus Christ before the 

  foundation of the world for the salvation of man. 

 

 He is saying this plan goes all the way back before the foundation of this world.  See, it is the plan of  salvation 

for all men, no one, no one is going to be left out, because it is not a timed test.  We have the  right to develop the 

character of God by our agency.  When we come to that point that we know that we  are not going to change, no matter 

how much more time or truth or knowledge we receive, then we will  be happy for the rest of eternity.  We will then be 

satisfied, even if it is in the terrestrial kingdom or the  telestial kingdom. 

 

 Joseph said that being saved in any kingdom is salvation because they are all kingdoms of glory, except  of 

course, the kingdom of outer darkness. 

 

Question:   You mentioned last week about the distinction between the sons of men, the sons of God and   
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 the sons of Perdition...in that context then, anyone not inheriting the celestial kingdom will be   

 sons of men...is that correct? 

 

BP: Yes...they have chosen not to become a son or daughter of God, or to become a joint-heir along with  Jesus 

Christ.  Now remember, there are three levels within the Celestial Kingdom, and all of those are  sons and daughters of God 

in that celestial kingdom. 

 

This concept of eternal progression is connected to what he is talking about...the redemption of the  dead.  

Now, our spirits, as we have learned from Joseph, are prepared to receive greater light and truth  or 

enlargement....we reached that point, and now God takes those spirits, organizes them and we have  a 

council, and we are all told and taught, and it was explained and we understood perfectly how bad this  life was 

going to be.  We all raised our hands, and said we wanted to participate, and there were those  who did not want 

to join in, and everyone who came here knew and understood how rotten and bad this  life could be.  We 

understood the plan of salvation, and if we did not understand it perfectly or how bad  it was going to be, the 

losses we could experience, the emotional pain or the physical pain, diseases we  could experience, and if 

we did not understand these things perfectly, then our agency would have been compromised.   

 

Therefore, by the fact that we chose to come here, we do not have trials and tribulations...we just have a life... a 

life that we chose to participate in...of our own free will and choice...we chose to come down here and live in this 

hot and dusty hell we call Mesa...or however bad it could be, or wherever it might be.  You chose to come down 

here and suffer the emotional pain of the loss of a child or spouse.  You chose to come down here to suffer through 

cancer, leukemia, Alzheimer’s or any other physical or emotional pain.  You chose to do it!! 

  

BP: The New Testament says in 1 Cor 10:13 that there is no trial, no temptation that you cannot overcome. 

 God is fair in this...You are never alone...that is what is great about having the Holy Ghost as a constant 

 companion.  
  13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not   

 suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that   ye may be 

able to bear it.  
   

 With all the ills and ails in society, within communities, within families...this terrible hell we have created 

 out here...the great thing that God told Adam was that he didn't have to worry about it...”for you  get to  die!”  

There is an end in sight...the light at the end of the tunnel is death...and as we have said...”death is  an event that we 

live through”.  The scriptures tells us in the Book of Mormon that we will have no more  trials or worries or concerns for this 

life...(Alma 40: 12) 
  that the spirits of those who are righteous are received into a state of happiness, which is called paradise, a   

 state of rest, a state of peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care, and sorrow.  
  

BP: Death is an event that we live through...we get to move on...God told Adam, “you are going to work and  eat bread 

by the sweat of your brow, all the days of your life...it's going to be difficult...nevertheless...  don't worry about it...for 

dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return...you get to die!”  That's what we  get to do...we get a release...we get a release 

from the sorrows, the cares, the concerns, and we move  into the next life...with a whole bunch more!  That's where 

Joseph Smith is going now. 

 

Question: Besides creating our own pain by our own agency...what about those who inflict pain on   

  others...why is that, do you think? 

 

BP: To explain that...one can understand it from the concepts of evil...one is the evil of nature. For example,  we 

experience the evil of heat...that is moving in on us very quickly here (in Arizona)...others live in areas where there 

is the natural evil of tornadoes or hurricanes or earthquakes...all of which cause a lot of death and 

destruction...these are natural evil. 

 

 Then there is also the evil of mankind...the evil inflicted by choice upon other individuals...like war and 

 terrorism.  About 95% of the emotional pain that we suffer is the result of others using their agency, and  on which 

we have absolutely no control.  That's the kicker...it all comes back to agency... OK...back to  our subject... 

 

BP: These spirits progress. Our spirits, before we came here, progressed to where they now needed   further light and 

truth in order for that spirit to be enlarged...and receive power for its exaltation...in order to do that, we had to move 

to a different environment...to take something of a natural world and put it on  ourselves, that which we call a 

physical body...and then we try to get that spirit to learn to control the  the desires, appetites and passions of that 

physical body. [ this is a recurring topic…very important] 
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That's what we needed...we progressed far enough before we came here to an environment where  we 

receive a body, not just because God had one, but to receive a body so that our spirits could learn to  control 

this body, to control these desires, appetites, and passions.  A place to learn, to teach our spirits how to give our 

physical body a celestial resurrection on that road to exaltation. 

 

Question: You are suggesting that there is no time table in heaven [until the resurrection] and we ourselves   

 will determine which kingdom we will be most comfortable...how is that compatible with the   

 saying that 'this is the day of our probation'?  It seems that the level we attain here in life   

 suggests that's the level we will attain in the hereafter anyway... 

 

BP: If that were the case...then all the work we do for the dead means nothing...see, the real question is, “when does the 

probationary state end”?  The probationary state includes the spirit world...that's why we do work for the dead.  

Everyone, (before they leave that spirit world...the same way that everyone had to  know how bad it was 

going to be here...in the spirit world, when we have no more physical fetters of this  body to limit our 

understanding because of the genetic make-up that we might have, or the traditions of  men we might have, or 

whatever it is), will understand the Gospel plan of salvation perfectly on the  other side.  We will understand it 

perfectly so that our agency won't have been compromised when we  go to a kingdom. 

 

 Those who learn and accept the Gospel plan here...those who receive further light and truth 'through  their 

diligence and obedience' will have so much greater advantage on the other side.  Everyone will    understand it 

clearly and perfectly...and sadly, there will be those who reject it. 

 

If we really get this concept that everyone has to understand the gospel plan perfectly...then what do you  think 

you are going to be doing?  That's right!! You're going to be studying...you're going to be in class every Tuesday!  

(class laughter!)  And then on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday you're going be out teaching!  

That's why there is no time on the other side...those who have come from the other side have said repeatedly that 

“there is no time...we have to hurry. We have a lot to do.” 

 

BP: There's a question in the minds of many that spirits are locked away in the spirit world until their Temple  work is 

done, or that the only people in Paradise are Mormons...and that is not the case...the people in  Paradise are good people, 

people who believe in Christ, people who are kind, who are loving, who love  their neighbor as themselves. It's not limited 

to Mormons.  They are good people who need to be  taught, there are only those who believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and those who don't!  That's it!   

 There is this tendency to believe that there are those who are locked in spirit prison until their Temple  work or 

their baptism for the dead is performed, and then they can 'cross that bridge' and go into  Paradise...and they cannot get there 

until their work is done...that is not the case.  You are who you are,  where you are most comfortable. 

 

Question:  Then who are those who are in spirit prison? 

BP: Those who need to be taught, those who are given the opportunity to accept Christ.  Mormons have no 

 monopoly on righteousness, goodness, charity, kindness...there are good people in the spirit world. 

 

Question: But, isn't there a priesthood organization there to teach the Gospel...and aren't they Mormons   

 who hold that Priesthood? 

 

BP: When Christ calls the Apostles there in 3rd Nephi...what did he call them...see, there was no church!  He  called 

them and said to “go out and teach my Gospel”.  It wasn't until after He leaves, that the Apostles  said, “well, see all 

these people to whom we have taught the Gospel? They want to get together and have a  pot-luck. So what are we 

going to call ourselves?”  Then they organize the Church...it is the Gospel that is taught first, and then the Church is 

organized.  Christ never, personally, while on the earth, ever organizes the Church...He did not organize the Church 

of Jesus Christ  while in Jerusalem, He did not organize the Church of Jesus Christ in 3rd Nephi.  He teaches the 

Gospel and then has His disciples and His apostles go out and teach the Gospel.  Then after He gives them the 

Priesthood, the Priesthood  organization that is set up to administer the Gospel, organizes the Church for 

those who have accepted  it. 

 

 

 

 

BP: Remember, the same character that you have when you leave this life will be the same character that  you will 

have when you enter the next life...and if you did not care about learning here, you are not going  to care about learning 
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there either.  If you did not desire to seek for further light and truth here, then you  will not desire to seek for light and 

truth there. (Alma 34:34) 

 

Question:  So who are those who will be weeping and wailing and gnashing their teeth? 

BP: Those who will know, remember and recognize all of the evil they have done.   See, there are Near  Death 

Experiences (NDE's) for the good as well as the bad.  If you look into those, and those we hear  the most about 

are those who go towards the light and have gained the concept that they need to  become better people and 

be more kind. There are also NDE's for those who have been terrible and rotten.  Their descriptions and 

explanations of going to the other side contain not only what they remember about all that they have done wrong to 

some one, but they actually feel the feelings of the person that they mistreated or harmed. They actually feel it. 

 

BP: Anyway... this life is for progression, and the spirit needs the body for its progression so that it can learn  to 

control nature, the dust of the earth, and put it in the control of the power of the spirit.  That's the war Paul 

talks over and over again in his letters and Epistles...the war that takes place between the flesh and the spirit.  The 

spirit needs to control the flesh rather than letting the flesh create the character of the spirit. 

 

 OK..going on... 

   

  Now, I will speak of them. I will meet Paul half way. I say to you, Paul, you cannot be perfect 

  without us. It is necessary that those who are going before and those who come after us should 

  have salvation in common with us;  

 
BP: What he is saying is that all those who have lived before we lived, and all those who will live after we live 

 need to have the opportunity to receive the exact same salvation and exaltation that we have. No  one is going to be 

left out.  It is a perfect plan. 

 
Question: Isn't that why we do the work for the dead in temple and providing the ordinances for the dead? 

 
BP: We have discussed this before...we have this problem in the church of talking about “works”, and I  touched 

on it last week.  These works that we do as ordinances...”Faith, without works is dead.”  Mormons always say that “faith 

without the ordinances is death...this is our work to do the ordinances”. 

 That's NOT our work...that is something that is necessary, but it is NOT our work. 

 
 There are two types of work talked about in the scriptures... 

 

 The works of performances, ordinances and sacrifices...the outward works...and then, there's the 'works meet for 

repentance', or sometimes called 'fruit meet for repentance'.  One is external, and the other is internal.  External 

works mean nothing  unless there is internal works meet for repentance, or the changing of character.  Many 

Anti-Mormons believe that all we believe in is “works” or the performances and ordinances...the have-to's. Yes, of 

course, we have to receive this or that ordinance, but none of them mean anything unless you have done anything 

that initiates the sealing of that ordinance.  The ordinances are required, and everyone  will receive them, but it is 

the character that makes that ordinance effective in one's life.  This is the faith that James is talking about...faith 

without [you changing your character] is death. Faith without an internal change, without you making a change is 

nothing, ... without action...is death. 

 

BP: It is not the baptism, not the endowment, not the sealings...all of these ordinances are requirements. They are all 

necessary.  These ordinances that are required and Priesthood are the only things on which we, Mormons, have a 

monopoly.  The works Christ talks about and the works talked about in scripture are the works that cause change 

on the inside...you...developing the character that makes God, God. 

  

 We do not need a program...programs are for those who are unconverted...we already have lots of 

 programs that keep us busy...We have an auxiliary to the Priesthood…the Young Men's and the Young  Women's 

Program…and the Relief Society...we have these auxiliaries to assist the Priesthood, in  assisting the Family, the Husband 

and the Wife, and to help them instill within their children the  ordinances and character of salvation and exaltation.   

They are auxiliaries to that goal...the Priesthood works for you, the individual, the family, the father.  The 

Priesthood Organization, from Prophet to Primary Teacher, works to assist you in the salvation and exaltation of 

yourself and your family. 

 
 Joseph F. Smith said one time that if you should labor all your days and save but one soul...he said to  make 
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sure that one soul is your wife. And he said that if ye labor many days and save many souls, make  sure those souls 

are your children. 

 
 Those ordinances need to be done whether you are alive or whether you are dead.  Those are not the  works 

that are talked about in the scriptures.  If we have to have a program to visit the sick, feed the  hungry, or give to the 

poor...we are not converted...these are things that we are be doing anyway if we  are loving God and are loving our 

fellowmen...and not because we have a program.  If we have to be  commanded in all things, then they are those who are 

not valiant in the testimony of Jesus, and are  slothful servants if they have to commanded in all things. (See D&C 

58:26; 76:79)   

 
 Two main reasons that the Church is organized is that we may participate in the ordinances that are 

 required...the other is that we have an opportunity to serve other people...or to give us opportunity to 

 serve...But if we have to be commanded in all things, then the last stop on that train is the Terrestrial 

 Kingdom! 

 
BP: Our spirit has to take this physical body with all of the desires, appetites and passions, and learn to control it...and 

of the two, the spirit is the character... and when we learn to have control over those physical elements...when we 

learn to have that control, then that spirit is progressing in light and  truth. It is then ready to move on to the next 

environment to eventually receive that physical body that  will be the glory that the spirit has become. 

 
Again...it is coming back to the intelligence of the spirit to a point that it receives line upon line, precept  upon 

precept through obedience, and obedience is to change our character, (that's the whole reason  for the 

commandments) and through our obedience---that light can grow brighter and brighter until that  perfect day. (D&C 

50: 24)  Then that spirit can progress further to receive a fulness of light and truth.  We have the opportunity to act 

and not be acted upon (2 Ne 2:14)  Obedience is just the beginning...true Charity requires no programs, and it expects 

nothing in return. (Moro 7: 45-48) 

 
BP: Anyway...moving on... 

  and thus hath God made it obligatory upon man. Hence, God said, “I will send you Elijah  

  the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and he shall turn  

  the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers,  

  lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6.) 

 

He is talking and teaching us that the Gospel has to be preached and work has to be done for everyone who has 

ever lived on the earth, except for those who have died before the age of 8 and are unaccountable in this life. 

 

Comment: In many of our family stories, it is told that great grandfathers and grandmothers have returned   

 for a specific purpose from the other side to deliver messages to us. It was our own family   

 members returning, not some stranger that we didn't know. 

 

BP: Yes...that is as it should be...the Gospel is best taught in families...we come to families here.  God put  Adam & 

Eve together on the earth and says you're going to have have kids...over in Moses Ch 6, He  tells Adam 

twice... “I give unto you a commandment to teach these things freely unto your  children...”(Moses 6: 57-58)  It also 

says in the record that he went back and made all these things known unto his sons and his daughters. (Moses 5: 12)  

The Gospel is best taught within a family organization.  That's why the same sociality that exists here will exist in 

the spirit world...not in exaltation, but in the spirit world.  We are organized in the spirit world in families for the 

exact same reason we are organized in families here...to teach the Gospel...for who better to teach a great, great 

grandfather, than a great, great grandson...or vice versa? 

 

Question: What does it mean that the earth will be cursed?  What kind of curse? 

 

BP: This comment is dealing with Malachi's comments on Elijah :  

“I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord;[that's the 

2nd Coming] and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 

fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

  

 This verses reads a little different in the Inspired Version from Joseph Smith...it says that Elijah will turn  the 

hearts of the children to their fathers...which has reference to those promises we made before we  came here.  Promises 

made by the children to the fathers, because the fathers may have been coming  or were going to come at a time when the 
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Gospel was not here.  Now, the purpose of the earth, and we  have discussed this before, as we see in section 49 of the 

D&C: 

 
  15 And again, verily I say unto you, that whoso forbiddeth to marry is not ordained of God, for marriage is   

 ordained of God unto man. 16 Wherefore, it is lawful that he should have one wife, and they twain shall be    one flesh, 

and all this that the earth might answer the end of its creation; 17 And that it might be filled with    the measure of man, 
according to his creation before the world was made.  

 
 We read elsewhere that the earth might be inhabited. (see 1 Ne 17:36)  First, the earth was created that a  man and 

a woman are married, and that they are to bring forth children, as it says there... 

   
 that it might be filled with the measure of man, according to his creation before the world was made.  

 
And when he is speaking about marriage in order that the earth might answer the ends of its creation. So  all spirits 

are now here who were there prepared and are now susceptible to enlargement, and they now receive physical 

bodies, and those physical bodies need to receive those ordinances that are required  for salvation and 

exaltation and be able to develop the character that will exalt them. [Key Concepts]  The “curse” would be that the 

earth would not continue to be filled with the measure of man 

 

Question: Is he implying that we were organized into our own families before we came here? 

 

BP: The scriptures to do not say...I know that some families were organized, but I cannot say that all families  were 

organized...or it could be that all of the spirits that were organized before we came here and were  to come 

to this earth at different places and at different times...that might be the organization.  We like to  limit it to our own 

families and say that we all chose our parents...maybe we did...I don't know.  We did understand what the worse 

things that could happen...not just in our own circumstances, but the worse that could be here.  We are organized.  

We came at different time periods, and in different nations...that may be the organization he is talking about.  

 

Question: These fathers that Malachi was talking about…are they the fathers that Abraham mentions and are 

connected to the rights of the Priesthood that were handed down from Adam? (Abr 1: 2-3) 

 

BP: Yes, that first chapter of Abraham 1: 1-5 is discussing Abraham’s desire and search for greater light and truth as 

well as the rights of the fathers.  Also if you go to the Title Page of the Book of Mormon we see a pattern about the 

Fathers.   

 In the 2nd Paragraph of this Title Page, this comes after Moroni had written the first paragraph, and hid up the 

record.   

 

After he had finished writing the abridgment of the Jaredite record, he returned to write this 

paragraph…and he begins…probably about 20 years or so later… 

 
An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of the people of Jared, who were scattered at the time the Lord 

confounded the language of the people, when they were building a tower to get to heaven…[Now he is going to tell us what the 

record is for] 

 

Which is to show unto the remnant of the House of Israel what great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they 

[Israel] may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever… 

 

BP: Now…that phrase, “that they might know the covenants of the Lord” can be implied by the verse in  Malachi. 

 

Question:         Doesn’t the fact that Jacob’s name was changed to Israel imply a family relationship, a covenant 

relationship between Jacob and God? And that he received his “new name”?   

 

BP:      Yes, it does, and anytime you see the phrase, “covenants of the Fathers”, “Rights of the Fathers”, and / or “Blessings 

of the Fathers” showing up in scripture, it is directly connected to and means…”the Endowment of Power.”…or 

the receiving of the blessing of Abraham and the Covenant of Abraham.  So, you could read Malachi, and realize 

that not only are we trying to get our work for the dead performed, our genealogical research, but what he is 

teaching that when we are performing the vicarious ordinances for our kindred dead, we are providing the 

Blessings of Abraham or those Covenants, Blessings or the rights of the fathers for those who have gone on 

before… 

 

It’s interesting in this Title Page when we read, “what great things the Lord hath done for their fathers, that they 
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may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever.. 

 

See, you have a past relationship…what the Lord has done. And “they are not cast off forever” is showing a 

future.  That which connects the past to the future…are the covenants of the Lord. 

 

BP: OK...moving on... A Salvation for Men (p 356) 

 
“I have a declaration to make as to the provisions which God hath made to suit the conditions 

of man—made from before the foundation of the world. What has Jesus said? All sin, and all 

blasphemies, and every transgression, except one, that man can be guilty of, may be forgiven; and 

there is a salvation for all men, either in this world or the world to come, who have not committed 

the unpardonable sin, there being a provision either in this world or the world of spirits.” 

 
BP: So everyone will have an opportunity to receive salvation and exaltation, either in this world or in the world of the 

spirits 

 
“Hence God hath made a provision that every spirit in the eternal world can be ferreted out and saved” 

 

BP: Notice that Joseph says “can be” or “May be forgiven”...he does not say, “will be” or “is”..... 

 

“unless he has committed that unpardonable sin which cannot be remitted to him either in this world or the 

world of spirits. God has wrought out a salvation for all men, unless they have committed a certain sin; 

and every man who has a friend in the eternal world can save him, unless he has committed the 

unpardonable sin. And so you can see how far you can be a savior.”1 

 

BP: This is why there is no spare time on the other side...you won't be worried about this life...you won't be  worrying 

about those who you have left here...You are going to understand agency, and you are  going to understand that 

life is eternal, that the spirit is eternal, and that death is an event that you live through. 

 You are going to understand that those people who you have left when you die, are going to take care of 

 themselves...that they have their own agency.  You are going to understand the Plan that all can be saved who wants 

to be saved.  You won't have to worry about them here...because death is an event that you live through...whether 

you starve to death or whether that atomic bomb lands in your backyard.  

 It is still an event that you live through.  You are not going to worry about it.   

 You are going to understand the work before you, and he says, that everyone who has ever   

 lived, friend or foe, when they understand, and if they want to...can be and may be... saved! 

Comment:   Student quotes from Alma 34:33:  “this verse implies we cannot do anything after we are dead.” 

I beseech of you that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; for after this day of life, which is given us to 

prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in this life, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be 

no labor performed  

When you read scriptures like this one in the Book of Mormon…you have to keep in mind, that it was  written 

as an “all or nothing” book...when I say “all or nothing”, in the Book of Mormon, if you are not in  the 

presence of God (according to the Book of Mormon), then you are in outer darkness.  The Book of  Mormon 

is an all or nothing book...either you are in the presence or dwelling with God, or you are going  to be in outer 

darkness.  Luckily, we have a D&C!  In sec 137 tells us...that if a person dies without  hearing the Gospel, that 

they can enter into their exaltation if they accept the Gospel there as well as anyone who has accepted the Gospel in 

this life.  (see D&C 137: 7-9) 

 

 What we learn in the D&C and from the teachings from Joseph Smith...is that the probationary state,  and the 

whole fact that we do work for the dead, that the probationary state that we are in includes this  life and the spirit world.  

So, those of you who worry about a child who has turned away from the  Gospel…just know...that that child...will 

choose where they want to go when they get to the other side.   They will choose by their own agency, and whatever 

they choose, they will choose with a perfect  knowledge of the Plan of Salvation...a perfect knowledge and 

understanding of the plan of salvation.   They have their agency, and their agency cannot be compromised in judgment. 

Question:   So how much do we worry about them here? 
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BP: Just love them...teach them correct principles and let them govern themselves.  Those who have already  passed 

on...then help them get their work done...Just love them... 

 I was explaining this concept not too long ago to a man who has a child who didn't want to go to  church...or attend 

any meetings...I said to him, “You know?  The best thing that you can teach a child,  which is the easiest thing to teach a 

child as they grow up...that would prepare them more for exaltation  than by being a 100 percent-er in all their Mormon 

meetings, would be to teach them to love other  people and to have charity, to share, to be kind, to love their neighbor 

as themselves.”  

 A person would be closer to exaltation by developing that character than by attending every single  meeting 

and participating in every single ordinance and never once change their characters.  A person  would be closer to 

exaltation if they developed the character of charity. (Moro. 7: 47-48)  Now...that's not  to mean that we don't try to get our 

kids to go to church!  I am not saying that! 

There are so many more people out there that exhibit more charity than our members, and they have never even 

taken the sacrament!  Mormons have no monopoly on righteousness and a person will draw closer to God by 

developing the character of love than by anything else. Why? Because it is one’s character that makes those 

ordinances effective in one's life.  Somebody that has that character, like a Mother Teresa or others like her, when 

they hear the Gospel plan on the other side, when they understand the eternity of their spirit...they have already 

developed that character that can effectuate those ordinances when  they are given and received. 

Anyway...the Church is true no matter what I say.  The Gospel is true!  It is exciting!  These teachings of Joseph 

Smith...it is almost as though he is trying to lay out the basics of the Endowment. He's giving us an understanding 

of that endowment of power before he passes away.  He is giving us an under-standing of his that is far and above 

and beyond anything that anybody in his day realized or that anybody in our day realizes.  We need to study them 

in conjunction with the eternal doctrines and those scriptures that support them.  Know that I know that Joseph is a 

prophet.  Jesus is the Christ.  The Plan is a perfect plan that will not compromise anybody's agency. This I say in 

the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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Class Notes 4-17-12 

King Follett Discourse:  Lecture 6   

BH Porter                      The Unpardonable Sin and the Oath & Covenant of the Priesthood 

 

Question: Remembering what we discussed last week about being able to receive further light and truth in   

 the spirit world...do you think that would include less-valiant members of the Church as well? 

 

BP: I would have to say yes, because we really do not know what opportunities they had received...we  cannot 

judge what, if any, other physical, mental or emotional or parental handicaps they may have  inherited or 

experienced.  The key thing is our having to understand the Gospel perfectly...I don't know that we, as active 

Latter-Day Saints even know or understand the Gospel perfectly.  I don't think we  understand all of the 

doctrines or the total plan of salvation, all of the ends and outs of the Plan of  Salvation...even if we go to church 

every week all of our lives…I don’t know that we will come to an  understanding that we need to have in order 

to not to make a wrong decision. 

 

 It is in the next life where almost all of us will understand the Gospel plan perfectly in order for the 

 judgment to be just.  Just think of the things we are learning from this King Follett Discourse...these are  things 

that are not contained in our basic manuals, and they are things we need to know. 

 

Question: How are those in the spirit world who reject the Gospel any different that the sons of perdition? 

 

BP: It's because they are not comfortable with the laws that allow further progression...their habits, desires,  appetites 

are such that they truly do not want to change.  The end result is their being damned, but it is  to a kingdom of their 

choice. It will be because of their level of comfort...whether in the Terrestrial or the  Telestial kingdoms, they will be 

where they feel the most comfortable. They will be where they want to  be. 

 

 See, the sons of perdition make their choice with a full knowledge of what they are rejecting...that's why  they are 

called perdition. We'll talk about the sons of perdition here in a little bit...Joseph said one cannot  become a son of perdition 

except here in this life.  In D&C 76: 31-32 we read: 

 

   “Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who know my power, 

   and have been made partakers thereof, and suffered themselves 

   through the power of the devil to be overcome, and to deny the  

   truth and defy my power---They are they who are the sons of 

   perdition, of whom I say that had been better for them never to 

   have been born.” 

 

 They have in reality received their endowment of power or calling and election and then knowingly reject 

 it, and thus qualify themselves to become perdition.  In D&C 84: 40-41 we gain further understanding 

 pertaining to the oath and covenant of the priesthood and altogether turning therefrom: 

  

   “Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive this oath 

   and covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither can it  

   be moved.  But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it 

   and altogether turneth therefrom, shall not have forgiveness in this world  

   nor in the world to come.” 

 

 

Question: Please help me reconcile something...and that is the commandment given to Saul to kill all men,  

 women, children and animals in the Old Testament...I just have a hard time with this harsh   

 commandment when compared to the thinking that God loves everyone, and a loving God just   

 would not do that...in my way of thinking. 

 

BP: OK...remember... last week we read in the section “Our Greatest Responsibility”, (see p. 5, Lecture 5) 

   

  “When his commandments teach us, it is in view of eternity; for we are looked upon by God 

  as though we were in eternity. God dwells in eternity, and does not view things as we do.” 

 

BP: See...God looks upon us as though we were in eternity...not as though we have bodies...spirits are 

 eternal...they never die.  Let's look at the flood...that was a terrible thing...the whole world was wiped out! 
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 But, the whole world was so wicked, that a child born in that environment would not have a chance to be 

 righteous. He would not have a chance because it was so wicked.  

 There would be no chance whatsoever for that child, born in that environment, to fulfill the blessings of  the 

Gospel. 

 

So...since death is an event that we live through, and the flood comes...and all these spirits moved from a physical 

body to a spiritual body, the spirit never dying, and all those other spirits waiting to come, now  have an 

opportunity in a world to accept and participate in the Gospel plan. 

 

 Being in an environment in which there is no choice...is usually the environment we see described in the  Old 

Testament, particularly that example you mentioned.  The Lord did not want to have anything left  there...God was 

making a point with Israel, and with Saul...but just remember, God does not look upon  this physical life as we do. Death is 

an event we live through...we just keep right on going... 

 

 Sodom and Gomorrah is another example...environments that are so bad, they are cleaned up, not 

 necessarily as a punishment, completely, but as an act of mercy for the rising generation...and for the  spirits 

who are waiting to come here.  How would you like to be assigned to come to Sodom and  Gomorrah just before 

Abraham's time?  A spirit asks, “well who's down there?”  Answer: “well, Abraham  lives over on the east side, but Lot 

is in town...you can go visit Lot...but you are going to be living with  the High Priest there in Gomorrah...he's going to be 

your dad!”  This spirit then reflects... “Ooh... wait just  a minute...Time out!  I'd rather go to Mississippi!” (class erupts 

with laughter!..Br Lawrence confirms that every one  would want to be born there too!) 

 

 So...there is mercy for those spirits who experienced destruction and death...it's just a part of life! 

 

Question: So...a child dies in infancy or as a toddler for example...and in the resurrection or during the millennium, 

doesn't that child get to be raised by its mother from the same age as he died? 

 

BP: What if the child that dies is worthy of exaltation and the mother isn't?   And the mother comes forth in  the 2nd or 

3rd resurrection?  Comment: “then she just misses out!” 

 

 Yes....See...there are a whole bunch of things at play here...we often think and we often talk about a  mother 

raising a child. We generally assume that we are going to be alive when the millennium starts  and those children are 

resurrected...chances are, everyone in here is going to be long dead before the  millennium begins.  So, we're going to be 

dead when the millennium begins and those children are going  to rise in that 1st resurrection...we may too, but are 

we going to be in a position, in a resurrected body, to  even want to raise a child that is also resurrected? That is 

perhaps better than we are? That hasn't had  to pay for sins committed in a mortal body?  These are just questions...I am just 

saying, that before you  drop in and hang on to some concepts, just make sure that you look at all the aspects of it.   

 

Question: If the family unit does not last through the eternities, then what is the significance of children   

 being sealed to their parents? 

 

BP: They are not sealed to their parents... Joseph said they are sealed through their parents to God.  See, I  do not 

own my kids...my goal is that I hope my kids become exalted in the same way that I hope I am  exalted; the same way as I 

hope my parents may become exalted, and as my great grand parents. In  that exaltation, we become equals. 

 

 Now, we could say that because these children are sealed to me, and we could have this big, eternal  family 

home evening!  But, then...whose family home evening does my daughter, who is sealed to her  husband, attend?  Does she 

come to my family home evening or does she go to his family's home  evening?  See...a spouse is required for 

exaltation...children are not! 

 

 I have to be sealed to my parents who are sealed to their parents and their parents to their parents...who  are 

eventually sealed to Adam who is sealed to God.  Everyone has to be sealed to God.  It's the order  that God has 

prescribed...that everyone will be sealed to God.  Then two of those people who are  sealed to God can be sealed to each 

other to become God.  It's not like I own all my kids on the other  side...I have 10 kids...that's a lot of in-laws, and I 

don't even like some of them!  Then I won't have to  worry about it because I won't be there anyway, I'll be in Mississippi 

with Br. Lawrence!!  (Class Laughter)   

 
  
 

What you can surmise from this conversation is that the family that stays together and endures through-  out the 
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eternities, is God's exalted family!! When my children are exalted and if I am exalted, we will be  equals on the other side.  

Scripturally speaking, I was their brother before I came here, and I will be their  brother on the other side.  I came 

with the responsibility to teach them, and they came with the  responsibility to take care of me when I get older. 

 

BP: I am reading from the Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p 321...the occasion was a funeral  address for Br 

Higbee on 13 Aug 1843.  William Clayton wrote this account we have in the Teachings.  Since the Church only had 

his [Clayton’s] account of this funeral sermon at the time of this compilation, this is what has been read and handed 

down for the last five generations.  William Clayton wrote the following: 

 

  “Four destroying angels holding power over the four quarters of the earth until the 

servants   of God are sealed in their foreheads, which signifies sealing the blessing upon 

their heads,    meaning the everlasting covenant, thereby making their calling and 

election sure. When a    seal is put upon the father and mother, it secures their 

posterity, so that they cannot be    lost, but will be saved by virtue of the covenant of 

their father and mother.” 
 

 Now, I am going to read from the Words of Joseph Smith, by Ehat & Cook.  These authors compiled 

 numerous diary entries from multiple sources who heard sermons of Joseph Smith...these were  published in 

1980.  One of these sources was Howard and Martha Coray.  They were also in attendance  at the funeral sermon of 

Br. Higbee.  This is what they recorded: (p. 240-241) 

 

  “ … And I saw another angel ascending from the east having the Seal of the living God  

  and he cried, etc, saying, hurt not the earth nor sea nor trees till we have sealed the 

servants   of our God in their foreheads. 

       Now I would ask who knows the seal of the living God[?]  Behold the ignorance of 

the    world. 

       A measure of this sealing is to confirm upon their head in common with Elijah the  

  doctrine of election or the covenant with Abraham---which, which when a father & 

mother   of a family have entered into, their children, who have not transgressed, are 

secured by   the seal wherewith the parents have been sealed.  And this is the Oath of God 

unto    our Father Abraham and this doctrine shall stand forever.” 
 

BP: The covenant of Abraham is the key.  It is that which you receive when you receive your endowment.  The final 

event is receiving from God the covenant of Abraham...Priesthood, posterity, health,  inheritance...being able to inherit 

all that the Father has, by being called a son of God and admitted into  His presence. That's what the covenant of Abraham 

is... So it says: 

 

    A measure of this sealing is to confirm upon their head in common with Elijah the  

  doctrine of election or the covenant with Abraham---which, which when a father & 

mother   of a family have entered into, [meaning they have been sealed and received their 

endowment,]    their children, who have not transgressed, are secured by the seal 

wherewith the parents    have been sealed.  And this is the Oath of God unto 

our Father Abraham and this doctrine   shall stand forever. 
 

BP: So what he is saying is that children, who have been sealed through or to their parents, have the right, if worthy, to 

the Covenant of Abraham...those who have not transgressed.  Now, William Clayton's notebook does not imply 

that...Howard and Martha Coray's notebook says that that sealing guarantees the covenant and blessing Abraham to 

that child, if they have not sinned.  That's what it means to be “born in the Covenant”.  You have the right to the 

covenant blessings of Abraham if you are worthy.  

 

BP:  William Clayton’s diary says that all children are saved if the parents are sealed…if that's the case then we can 

throw out the Book of Mormon.  If that's the case that righteous parents can save their unrighteous children, can 

righteous children save their unrighteous parents?  Then what do works have to do with it?  Brigham Young said, “I 

don't care who you are, or who you are sealed to...even if you are sealed to Christ Himself, you will be judged by 

your works”. 
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BP:  Moving on to our text...let's look in a few lines from the ending of last week's section: 

 

All sin, and all blasphemies, and every transgression, except one, that man can be guilty of, 

 may be forgiven; and there is a salvation for all men, either in this world or the world to come, 

who have not committed the unpardonable sin, there being a provision either in this world 

 or the world of spirits.”  

Hence God hath made a provision that every spirit in the eternal world can be ferreted out and 

saved. 

 
BP: He is saying that all sins “May Be forgiven” or “Can Be ferreted out”...it is not a sure thing like “is” or  “will be 

forgiven”... they can be saved if they want to be saved.  If we can find them and can teach them,  they choose by 

their own free will and choice to be saved.  Joseph said, “God will not, and Satan  cannot” control the agency 

of man. (TPJS, p. 187) Hell is where you don't belong! If we want our children to be in the celestial kingdom and 

they don't want to be...then they would be in Hell if they did not belong there.  If they are not prepared to be there 

by their own choice, by their own character, then the Celestial Kingdom would be hell for them. 

 

 On to our text...  The Unpardonable Sin (p 357) 

  A man cannot commit the unpardonable sin after the dissolution of the body, and  

  there is a way possible for escape. Knowledge saves a man; and in the world of spirits   

  no man can be exalted but by knowledge.  

 
BP: You cannot commit the unpardonable sin after death...the only way to escape is by knowledge.  That's  why 

everyone will have to have a perfect knowledge and a perfect understanding of the plan of  salvation, so that your 

agency is not compromised. 

 
Question: So what happens to the spirits who truly understood the Gospel and chose not ever to    

 obtain their physical body?  Are they just out there in limbo somewhere, never ever    

 having another opportunity? 

 

BP: Yes...they are in outer darkness for eternity.  We learn in D&C 19, that the punishment for everyone who  ever 

comes to this earth will eventually end...they will be delivered over to the buffetings of Satan until  the day of 

redemption.  The Lord says in sec 19, “I never said there wouldn't be an end to punishment...it  is written eternal 

damnation because that's my name...”I said this that it might work upon the hearts of  the children of men”...what he is 

really saying is that, “I was trying to scare the hell out you”!  Turn to      Alma 40: 14, 21.  Alma is talking about the 

spirits in the spirit world -- the wicked and the righteous –  

 

  Now this is the state of the souls of the wicked, yea, in darkness, and a state of awful, fearful   

 looking for the fiery indignation of the wrath of God upon them; thus they remain in this state, as   

 well as the righteous in paradise, until the time of their resurrection.      Alma 40:14 then to v 21: 

 
  But whether it be at his resurrection or after, I do not say; but this much I say, that there is a   

 space between death and the resurrection of the body, and a state of the soul in happiness or in   misery 

until the time which is appointed of God that the dead shall come forth, and be    reunited, both 

soul and body, and be brought to stand before God, and be judged according to    their works.  

 
BP: Suffering will exist until the resurrection...that's what it means to be delivered over to the buffetings of  Satan 

until the day of redemption.  Sec 88 defines redemption as: 

 

   15 And the spirit and the body are the soul of man. 16 And the resurrection from the dead is the   

 redemption of the soul.    

 
BP: There will be no more suffering when resurrected...you will have chosen where you want to be.  Accept  that God 

is a just God and you will be totally happy for the rest of eternity.  That's why, as Isaiah says in  Isa 65:17, that this life 

will not be remembered nor come into mind. Because hell is knowing what you  could have had or should have 

done...D&C 88: 32 says: 
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  “And they who remain shall also be quickened; nevertheless, they shall return again  

  to their own place, to enjoy that which they are willing to receive, because they were  

  not willing to enjoy that which they might have received.”  

 
BP: Hell is knowing what you could have had if you had been willing to receive and enjoy what could have  been 

yours...but, if one cannot remember what could have been received, then there will be no more  suffering because your life 

will not be remembered nor come into mind. (Isaiah 65: 17) 

 
Question: What if one man has done more good things in his life than another, and as they repent in the   

 spirit world, does one get out sooner than the other?   

 
BP: That only happens in Monopoly...(class laughter!)  There is no “balance scales”.  That's what Ezekiel tries to teach us, 

that there is no balance...that I gained a gold brick here or I lost a gold brick there...we sometimes look at life as 

though we are measured by the amount of good deeds over bad deeds.  Ezekiel throws that concept out the window 

when he says, “Who you are when you die, if you die a good person, trying to change, then you die righteous...If 

you have been righteous your whole life”, he says, “and if you turn to evil and die, then you die as an evil person.”  

(See Ezekiel 33: 18-19) 

 
 See, this is what, in essence, we have just read: 

   “Knowledge saves a man; and in the world of spirits, no man can be exalted   

  but by knowledge”.  

 
Question: But haven't we read that there is a space between the resurrection and the judgment? 

 
BP: No…we read where there is space between death and the resurrection.  It is in that space where additional learning 

can take place.  In Alma 40: 6,9, 21 we read: 

 
  6 Now there must needs be a space betwixt the time of death and the time of the    

 resurrection.  

9 Therefore, there is a time appointed unto men that they shall rise from the dead; and there is a space 

between the time of death and the resurrection  

21 But whether it be at his resurrection or after, I do not say; but this much I say, that there is a space 

between death and the resurrection of the body, and a state of the soul in happiness or in misery until the 

time which is appointed of God that the dead shall come forth, and be reunited, both soul and body, and 

be brought to stand before God, and be judged according to their works.  

 And in Alma 41: 2-3 we see: 

  2 Behold, it is requisite and just, according to the power and resurrection of Christ, that the soul      

of man should be restored to its body, and that every part of the body should be restored to       itself.  

3 And it is requisite with the justice of God that men should be judged according to       their works;  

BP: Every reference in the Book of Mormon that talks about this time period, says that when we become 

 resurrected, we are brought to stand before God. 

 

Questions:  Do you think that it occurs simultaneously, and how about those who were resurrected at the   

 time of Christ in Jerusalem?  Is there no progress after you become resurrected? 

 

BP: When we become resurrected, you will be resurrected to the glory that you are going to be...That's why you have to 

develop that character before you receive that physical body...see that's what it means when it says that we will 

stand before God in sec 121: 45, that our “confidence can wax strong in the presence of God”, if we have the 

character or are developing the character, and are exercising our faith unto repentance.  We can then stand there 

fully aware that Mercy is going to satisfy the demands of Justice, because we have repented and our confidence can 

wax strong. Those that haven't, it says, will shrink from the presence of God, and would if they could command the 

mountains and the rocks to fall  upon them and cover them up. (Alma 12:14)  And they will then go to wherever 

they feel the most comfortable. 

 

Question: Do you think we will be able to choose when we become resurrected? Or say, whoa, I'm not   

 ready yet? 
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BP: Either you are progressing or you are going to be damned. The only place to progress is if you are  worthy 

for a celestial resurrection. All others will be where they will be.  Speaking of the resurrection, we  read again in Sec 

88:32 

 

  “And they who remain shall also be quickened; nevertheless, they shall return again  

  to their own place, to enjoy that which they are willing to receive, because they were  

  not willing to enjoy that which they might have received.”  

 

  

 If you receive a terrestrial body, you will be in the terrestrial kingdom. You will already have come to an 

 understanding of the gospel, a perfect understanding of the Gospel, and you will have already decided  that is 

where you want to be for the rest of eternity. 

 

Question:  To rephrase the question then, do you think there will be different times when people become   

 resurrected? 

 

BP: Yes, I do.  I think it will be for those who have exercised their faith unto repentance, allowing mercy to  step in. 

 Again, my definition of Mercy is Christ satisfying the demands of justice giving you the time that  is 

required to develop the character that makes God, God.  Those will come forth in that first  resurrection, having 

exercised their faith unto repentance, receiving mercy, and then receiving the time  to move from exaltation to 

exaltation, as Joseph taught, until they reach the station of a God. 

 

 But those are in the terrestrial or telestial kingdoms, that's why they come after...how long it takes it  doesn't 

say.  Get this!  It's important to understand!   

 

       EVERYONE WILL CHOOSE WHERE THEY WANT TO BE!! 

  

 We will become our own judges as it says in Helaman 14: 29-30 

 
  29 And this to the intent that whosoever will believe might be saved, and that whosoever   

 will not believe, a righteous judgment might come upon them; and also if they are condemned   

 they bring upon themselves their own condemnation.  

 
  30 And now remember, remember, my brethren, that whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto   

 himself; and whosoever doeth iniquity, doeth it unto himself; for behold, ye are free; ye are   

 permitted to act for yourselves; for behold, God hath given unto you a knowledge and he hath   made 

you free.  

 

BP: Remember, Joseph saw his brother Alvin in the Celestial Kingdom...He marveled how it was that he  had 

obtained an inheritance in that kingdom, seeing that he had departed this life before the Lord  had set his hand to gather 

Israel the second time, and had not been baptized for the remission of  sins.  And he is told:  

 
  those who would have received it if they had been permitted to tarry, shall be heirs of the   

 celestial kingdom of God; 8 Also all that shall die henceforth without a knowledge of it, who   

 would have received it with all their hearts, shall be heirs of that kingdom; 9 For I, the Lord, will   

 judge all men according to their works, according to the desire of their hearts.  (D&C 137:6-9) 

 

BP: It's the character that has to change...true knowledge changes character faster and better than anything  else.  

When we begin to understand, we will change...you know, it doesn't take long to understand if the  water is hot not to 

put your hand in that hot water!! Maybe once...but once you have that knowledge it  remains with you from then on.  In 

the spirit world we will not be limited or fettered by physical limitations  or cultural limitations in understanding that 

gospel.   

 

BP: Let's move on to our text... 

  So long as a man will not give heed to the commandments,  he must abide without  

  salvation. If a man has knowledge, he can be saved; although, if he has been guilty of  

  great sins, he will be punished for them.  But when he consents to obey the Gospel,  
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  whether here or in the world of spirits, he is saved. 
BP: Now, Joseph Smith has also said that salvation is being saved in any kingdom, not just the celestial 

 kingdom. All are kingdoms of Glory. 

 

  A man is his own tormenter and his own condemner. Hence the saying, they shall go  

  into the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. The torment of disappointment in the  

  mind of man is as exquisite as a lake burning with fire and brimstone. 
 

BP; Joseph is using metaphors...as exquisite...as a lake...not the real things.    Go to Helaman 14: 29-31 

 

  29 And this to the intent that whosoever will believe might be saved, and that whosoever   

 will not believe, a righteous judgment might come upon them; and also if they are condemned   

 they bring upon themselves their own condemnation.  

  30 And now remember, remember, my brethren, that whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto   

 himself; and whosoever doeth iniquity, doeth it unto himself; for behold, ye are free; ye are   

 permitted to act for yourselves; for behold, God hath given unto you a knowledge and he   

 hath made you free. 

  31 He hath given unto you that ye might know good from evil, and he hath given unto you   

 that ye might choose life or death; and ye can do good and be restored unto that which is   

 good, or have that which is good restored unto you; or ye can do evil, and have that which is evil   restored 

unto you. 

 
BP: Thus you will be where you want to be...you will be where you are most comfortable.  You will receive  exactly 

what you want to receive...you will be exactly what you want to be.    All we know is that these  kingdoms are kingdoms of 

glory...All Joseph has implied is that we will be satisfied wherever we choose  to go. 

 
 If Isaiah 65:17 is right, and when we go to that lesser kingdom, then this life will not be remembered nor  come 

into mind.  This life is not a timed test...no one is going to slip through the cracks...everyone will  choose where they want to 

be for the rest of eternity. 

 

Question: Does what you are saying mean that Heavenly Father has given up on us and you will get what   

 you want? 

 

BP: It's not that he has given up on us...He has always said you can have what you want. That's always been the Plan 

where our spirits can receive enlightenment and progress.  We're capable of receiving light and truth and being 

obedient to light and truth, and because of this plan, we can receive the same exaltation that He has...but it has to be 

by our own choice!  God cannot do it, and Mercy cannot rob justice or God would cease to be God.  Even God is 

bound by certain rules.  One of those is that Mercy cannot rob justice.  We  choose  who  we  want  to  be. 

 

 ANY JUDGMENT WE RECEIVE IS OUR OWN JUDGMENT...IT IS NOT COMING FROM GOD. 

 

BP:  Before we move on to our remaining text...turn to Alma 41: 5-7 

 

  5 The one raised to happiness according to his desires of happiness, or good according to   

 his desires of good; and the other to evil according to his desires of evil; for as he has    desired 

to do evil all the day long even so shall he have his reward of evil when the night    cometh.  

  6 And so it is on the other hand. If he hath repented of his sins, and desired righteousness   

 until the end of his days, even so he shall be rewarded unto righteousness.  
  7 These are they that are redeemed of the Lord; yea, these are they that are taken out, that  

 are delivered from that endless night of darkness; and thus they stand or fall; for behold,  

  they are their own judges, whether to do good or do evil.  

 

 It comes right back to you creating the character that you want to create.  Repentance is the process of  changing 

your character.  It's just simple...very simple. 

 
BP: Br. Hugh Nibley wrote a timeless article concerning this topic and you can find it on the internet... 

 It is titled,  “Zeal Without Knowledge”.  Everyone in the church ought to read this talk at least once a  month:  

Here's a web link: 
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          http://emp.byui.edu/ANDERSONKC/Zeal%20Without%20Knowledge.pdf 

 
 In this article he makes a rather profound statement... 

 
  “If every choice I make expresses a preference; if the world I build up is the world I really love  

  and want, then with every choice I am judging myself, proclaiming all the day long to God,  

  angels and my fellowmen where my real values lie, where my treasure is, the things to which I  

  give supreme importance. Hence, in this life every moment provides a perfect and foolproof test 

  of your real character, making this life a time of testing and probation.” 
 

BP: If we understand the Gospel Plan, then we know that we all have the opportunity to repent.  The basic,  

 foundational doctrine of this Plan is the Atonement, and that the Atonement is made available so that we  can 

repent....or our exercising faith unto repentance as Amulek says in Alma 34: 15-17. To repeat ---  repentance is the process 

of changing character...we can begin this process...there is not any sin we  can commit (except the unpardonable one, 

Joseph said) that you cannot repent of. It's all based on our  desires and what we choose.  

 

Guilt is a good thing...when God created Adam, He called every thing He had created, “good”, and when He 

created Adam, He called Adam “very good”. (Gen 1: 31)  When God created Adam, He placed within Adam this 

emotion we call guilt. To say that guilt is a bad thing, then God made a mistake, because as soon as Adam realized 

he was naked, he ran and hid himself. That means he was guilty! He felt that guilt. Guilt is just like pain...pain is 

good, because pain tells you when something is wrong. If you have appendicitis, and never have any pain, then you 

are going to wake up dead. The pain itself tells you that something is wrong that needs to be corrected. Guilt, then, 

is that emotion that God has given our spirits, with that light of Christ, so that we know that something needs to be 

changed.  Guilt becomes a catalyst for change, telling you that it is time to change your character. If we understand 

this gospel plan that God  has given us, then we also know we have also been given this emotion called guilt to 

help us know what  we need to change.  Think about it...if God did not give us guilt, then there would not be 

one person in  this room tonight!  (Class laughter) 

 

Question: Wasn't guilt introduced when Adam partook of the forbidden fruit? 

 

BP: Well, they already had it.  Adam did not know good from evil. When he was told he was naked, he went  and hid 

himself.  The Lord searched for him, and after Adam came out of hiding, the Lord asked,  “Who  told thee thou 

wast naked?”  The fact that he went and hid himself is telling us that he had that measure  of guilt within. It 

was already there.  Guilt has to be there for repentance to work...President Kimball said  we needed to experience 

remorse of conscience...that's the emotional pain that is like our physical pain. 

 

BP:  Going on with this unpardonable sin Joseph is talking about: 

 

  A man is his own tormenter and his own condemner. Hence the saying, they shall go  

  into the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. The torment of disappointment in the  

  mind of man is as exquisite as a lake burning with fire and brimstone. I say, so is the  

  torment of man. 

 
BP: See, when you own body goes through so too much pain, it passes out...but with the spirit, we cannot do  that. 

That's why the severe emotional pain that the Savior experienced in the Garden of Gethsemane  was something He could 

not “pass out” of because it is just there.  It was not a physical pain that His  physical body could have just passed out 

on...He had to endure and experience what He suffered. 

 

   I know the Scriptures and understand them. I said, no man can commit the unpardonable 

  sin after the dissolution of the body, nor in this life, until he receives the Holy Ghost;  

  but they must do it in this world.  
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BP: I have a question for you...Did Judas ever receive the Holy Ghost?  Judas did what he did before Christ explained 

to the other Apostles that He was not going to leave them comfortless in John 13-17.  He had  already left the 

room to go do his deed.  And the Holy Ghost was not present because Christ was present...and the Holy Ghost did 

not come until the Pentecost...50 days after the death and resurrection of Christ.  Joseph is telling us that if one is to 

become a son of perdition he has to do it in this world. Judas never received his endowment, he had not received 

his calling and election, and he never received the Holy Ghost. I'm aware that one of the Gospel writers called him 

a son of perdition, but I don't think he really liked him very much... 

 

  Hence the salvation of Jesus Christ was wrought out for all men, in order to triumph over 

  the devil; for if it did not catch him in one place, [i.e. the earth] it would in another [the spirit 

  world]; for he stood up as a Savior.  All will suffer until they obey Christ himself. 
 

Question: Didn't you say that one couldn’t commit the sin against the Holy Ghost unless you have had your  

 calling an election made sure? 

 

BP: Yes...go to D&C 76.  This section has multiple visions contained in it. The first one starting at v 13, then  the 2nd 

vision at v 20, the 3rd vision at v 25, and in the 4th vision in v 30 we read: 

 

   30 And we saw a vision of the sufferings of those with whom he made war and    

  overcame, for thus came the voice of the Lord unto us:  

   31 Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who know my power, and have been made   

  partakers thereof,  

 
BP:  We have to understand this ordinance, and it is not the knowledge you receive in Gospel Doctrine class or High 

Priest Group Meeting, or even here...It's not what you receive by being ordained to the Melchizedek Priesthood 

either.  It’s talking about those who have received that endowment of power and have partaken thereof.   

 

Now, he endowment of power, in scripture, is not “to become such through your faithfulness”…in scripture when it 

talks about the reception of the rights of the fathers, the blessings of the fathers, it is speaking as though it is 

actually, in reality, your calling and election.  It is not speaking about receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise through 

your faithfulness…that is a modern addition [after the time of Joseph Smith] to that endowment of power in order to save 

us…in order to keep us from condemning ourselves.   That was done because we do not keep all of the covenants 

we enter into.  It’s not blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, but it is considered taking the Lord’s name in vain.  

When you make covenants that you do not keep, that is taking the Lord’s name in vain…it doesn’t mean you are 

cussing! 

 

Anciently, when a man received his endowment of power, it was the real thing.  For instance, in Chapters 15 – 18 

of Genesis, when Abraham was receiving his endowment, when he received his name change, and Christ and his 

two counselors come to visit him…he is not just receiving his endowment of power, but he is also receiving his 

calling and election.  He gets his name changed and Sarah gets her name changed, and they receive their calling 

and election.  They received posterity, inheritance, and health.  See, they actually received this…it was not 

promised to them that it “might become such” through their faithfulness. 

 

When Jacob wrestled the angel…the word wrestle actually means, embrace.  Jacob is embracing the angel…in the 

Middle East it is called the ritual embrace.  During that ritual embrace, the angel says, “Let me go.” And Jacob says 

he would not let him go unless the angel blesses him.  He wants the same covenant Abraham received.  So the 

angel says, what is your name…My name is Jacob…”thy name shall no longer be called Jacob, it shall be called 

Israel...for this day thou hast striven with God for a blessing and hath prevailed.  In other words, you have been true 

and faithful enough to receive this blessing.  So, while in that ritual embrace, the angel bestows upon Jacob, the 

Abrahamic covenant of priesthood, posterity, inheritance, and health.  So with his name change…he is guaranteed 

his exaltation. 

 

When the Brother of Jared goes up into the Mount in Ether 3, and he requests that the Lord touch the stones…the 

veil is parted and the Lords’ hand comes through…The Brother of Jared jumps back, the Lord asks what’s 

wrong…” I knew not that the Lord had a body of flesh and bones and I though He might smack me!” [Smack is 

just another word for ‘smite’]  “Do you want to see more?”  “Yes I do”…   “Do you 

believe?”…”Yes I do”…As the Lord is telling the Brother of Jared all things…he also says to him, “Thou art 

redeemed from the fall”, meaning that he is now free and clean from the blood and sins of this generation.  Then it 

says that he is admitted into the presence of God.  He was able to see things as they were, as they are and as they 
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are to come. It says that he could not be kept from without the veil…he is receiving his real endowment at that 

particular time. 

 

Moses receives his endowment during the time he is being taught by the Lord concerning “this earth”. 

Abraham did the same thing…the endowment in scripture is always that guarantee of exaltation, being washed and 

pronounced clean…not to become such…but to be guaranteed one’s exaltation…and if one commits any sin except 

blasphemy against the Holy Ghost or shedding innocent blood, then they would be still be exalted. 

 

In our dispensation, we have changed the wording… that we too can be pronounced clean, but only according to 

our own faithfulness…all this so that we would not be immediately condemned for not living up to every 

covenant at the time we make them with God. 

 

Question: What was so different in the body of Christ that the Brother of Jared knew that the Lord had a body of 

flesh and bones? 

 

BP:       Jesus told the Brother of Jared,  “ye have seen the body that I shall take upon me…now remember that truth is a 

knowledge of things as they were, as they are, and as they are to come…He saw the body that Christ ‘would’ take 

upon himself.  Every time that Christ appeared to man, He was coming out of His environment into our 

environment…the Brother of Jared is the first one that left our environment and entered God’s environment. It was 

there that the past, present, and future was before him…He could see from the beginning of the world to the end of 

the world, and understand it all.  That’s the difference. Christ says to the Brother of Jared, “Never before has man 

come before me with such great faith”, and he could not be kept form without the veil. 

 

 We see multiple example of this in scripture, and what I am trying to explain is that in scripture, receiving one’s 

endowment is the real thing.  What we call it our calling and election…anciently, it was called the endowment of 

power. 

 

 Anyway…I’d like to explain something in D&C 84 pertaining to the oath and covenant of the priesthood. 

 Most of section 84 discusses the oath and covenant of the priesthood.  As I go through this, I want you to think of 

the oath and covenant of the Priesthood as the endowment. An oath, anciently, was always a symbol of death or 

sacrifice.  It could be an actual sacrifice as in the case of Abraham or in the case of Jeremiah.  It could be a symbol 

of sacrifice, as in the case of Ruth in the Old Testament, where she drew her finger across her throat…it can be real 

as in the priests of Baal, to make their covenant.  In Hebrew, this is called Karat B’rith…to cut a covenant.  You 

have to make a cutting in order to make a covenant.  There has to be some sort of sacrifice involved in the 

cutting… 

 

 The symbol of sacrifice can also be real…as mentioned concerning Abraham in Gen 15.  Abraham cuts the large 

animals in two, and the small animals, he cuts their throats, and then he walks between them.  The same thing 

occurs in Jeremiah.  In Ruth, when she says, “May thus Jehovah do to me”, when accompanied by that phrase. “ 

May God do to me, ” she then draws her finger across her throat symbolizing what God may do to her…Ruth also 

said to Naomi that death is the only thing that will separate me from you… 

 

In our own day, we utilize this same oath making process.  When we tell someone that we can keep a secret, we 

cross our hearts and hope to die…if we ever tell that secret.  It’s not the cross of Christianity…rather it is the 

dividing asunder or the cutting in two!  That’s the oath formulary. 

 

Anytime in scripture when you find the words, entered into a covenant, it means to cut a covenant ---Karat B’rith.   

 

In D&C 84: 19-22 begins our discussion: 

 

19 And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the 

kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God.  

  20 Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of godliness is manifest. 

 

BP: The ordinances of the Priesthood are the ordinances of the mysteries. 

 
21 And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not 

manifest unto men in the flesh;  

22 For without this [the authority of the Priesthood or the ordinances of the mysteries] no man can 

[pass through the veil and] see the face of God, even the Father, and live. 
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BP: What he is saying is that this priesthood and these ordinances are necessary for you to pass thru the veil and enter 

into the presence of God.  That’s that endowment of power that Abraham participated in, that Moses participated in.  

Now, go over to v 33: 

 

33 For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods [the Melchizedek & the Aaronic] of 

which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of 

their bodies.  

 

BP: What he is saying that these Ordinances of these two priesthoods are needed and required to pass thru the veil and 

enter into the presence of God.  Now think of your own experiences in the Temple…we participate in the two 

covenants of the two priesthoods…the Melchizedek covenants and the Aaronic covenants…the Aaronic covenants 

are the Law of Sacrifice and the Law of the Gospel.  The Melchizedek covenants are the Law of Virtue and the 

Law of Consecration. 

 

For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods [the Melchizedek & the Aaronic] of 

which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling [being true and faithful], are sanctified by the 

Spirit and can receive the renewing of their physical bodies.  

 

34 They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron [that means they have a right to the blessing of each 

of these two priesthoods] and [by doing that you can become] the seed of Abraham, and the church and 

kingdom, and the elect of God. 

 

BP: JS said there are three Priesthoods…the Aaronic, the Melchizedek, and the Patriarchal Priesthoods 

 

  35 And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord; 

 

 Going on… 

    

  36 For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me;  

 

Who might we say are the 3 pillars of the Church?  That’s right…Peter, James, and John. 

 

  37 And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father;  

38 And he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; [you are admitted into His 

presence] therefore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him.  

39 And this is according to the oath and covenant [the cutting of the covenant]  which belongeth to the 

priesthood.  

40 Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive this oath and covenant of my Father, which he 

cannot break, neither can it be moved.  

41 But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it, and altogether turneth therefrom, shall 

not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in the world to come.  
 
BP: Keep in mind, the Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood is the Endowment. The endowment, in scripture, is given to 

those who have their calling and election made sure.  As we read in the beginning of class in D&C 76: 31 

Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who know my power, 

    and have been made partakers thereof, …[receiving that calling and election] 

  

 These are the only ones who have the capability of becoming sons of perdition that Joseph is talking about. 

 

Question:  Up in v 36, when it says, He that receiveth my servants…isn’t that having to do with the law of 

witnesses? 

 

BP:        Yes it does…His servants are Peter, James and John…Remember, Jesus took these three up on the mount, there 

gave them that endowment, and commanded them not to tell anyone about it until after He was resurrected. They 

are His servants!  They are the servants we have to receive. They are not only the presidency of the Melchizedek 

Priesthood, but of that endowment also. 

 

 The Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood is not something that you receive when you become a Deacon…(it’s 
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alright to impress that upon them.)  The real Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood is becoming a son of Moses and 

a son of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, by receiving that priesthood and keeping those covenants of each of those 

priesthoods that we discussed earlier.  Also by proving yourself true and faithful so that you can receive all that the 

Father hath…and we can’t do that unless we receive all that Christ gives you, and we can’t that unless we receive 

all that those servants provide or offer. 

 

BP: Our time is far spent…know that I know that these scriptures are true and that Joseph Smith does not  teach 

anything not in scripture. We will continue on next week with other scriptures that explain the  unpardonable sin.  In this 

particular discourse, Joseph is giving us one of the greatest discourses on the  plan of salvation that you can find 

anywhere!  From Gods, the creation, spirits, coming to earth, learning  light and truth, progressing, how we can fall and how 

we can keep from falling.  It is just one of the  greatest discourses on the plan of salvation that we have available to 

us.  It’s only been here for about  200 years and it is available for everyone to read.  So go home and do as President 

Hinckley has said… put away the commentaries, go back to the scriptures, and read the Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph  Smith.  Know that I know that the Church is true.  Jesus is the Christ and Joseph is the Prophet.  This I  say in 

the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

Below is the section we did not complete tonight: 
 The contention in heaven was—Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the devil said 

he could save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favor of Jesus Christ. So 

the devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down, with all who put up their heads for him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Class Notes   Lecture 7   4-24-12 

King Follett Discourse   

BH Porter          Forgiveness, Repentance, Grace, Agency and Knowledge 

 

BP: Are there any questions before we move on? 

 

Question: You mentioned last week that Heavenly Father placed within Adam the emotion of guilt...wasn't   

 that already within his spirit before he obtained his body?  Did not those in the spirit world, in the  

 pre-earth life, who voted, didn't they also have a measure of guilt? 

 

BP: They must not have had very much guilt because they chose to leave anyway and follow Satan...the  guilt we 

experience in our lives today is because we have a knowledge of Good and Evil...and Adam did  not have that same 

knowledge.  If we know we have have done something wrong, then we know what  that feels like.  Adam & Eve did 

not have that distinction.  All of those emotions; desires, appetites and  passions were in Adam from the time of his creation, 

and it wasn't until after he fell that he knew how to  act. 

 

 Adam did not hide because he partook of the fruit...he hid because he looked in the mirror!! (Class laughter) 

 Every time I look in the mirror, I feel guilty...and I'm fully dressed!  (more laughter) 

 

 The scriptural way to explain Adam and Eve's situation after they partook of the fruit was they   “were 

both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (Gen 2:25; Moses 3: 25; Abr  5:19) 

 
Question: Also last week it was mentioned briefly that only a couple could receive their calling and   

  election...would you expand that a little further please? 

 
BP: You will recall from sec 131: 1-3,   

  1 In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees;  

  2 And in order to obtain the highest, a man must enter into this order of the 

priesthood   [meaning the new and everlasting covenant of marriage]; [a man and a 

woman sealed    together]  

  3 And if he does not, he cannot obtain it.  
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 All of the records I have been able to assemble over the years for this dispensation has always been two 

 people...the man and his wife.  In the scriptures, it doesn't necessarily mention the couple directly...it is  implied, 

just not mentioned directly...(When Jacob received his new name...so did his wife...) 

 

Question: I wasn't quite clear what was meant last week about children having to be sealed to God instead  

 of to their parents. 

 

BP: Every one has to be sealed to God...every one who has ever lived and who ever will live must be sealed  to God.  

In the last verse of Mosiah 5, it says God will, if we are righteous, seal us his. 

 

  Therefore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in 

good    works, that Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you his,  

  that you may be brought to heaven,         

  that ye may have everlasting salvation and eternal life,  

  through the wisdom, and power, and justice, and mercy of him who created all things, in 

   heaven  and in earth, who is God above all. Amen.  

 
That's how we become a son or daughter of God.  Comment: But that is because of the covenant, right? 

 
BP: It is...I am sealed to my parents, who are sealed to their parents, who are sealed to their parents, who  are 

sealed to God...so technically speaking...I am sealed to God.  The order that has been established is  to seal children to 

parents...That's the best way to do the work. 

  

 That's how we become a son or daughter of God...you are then worthy to enter into His presence. You  are 

worthy to pass thru the veil. You are worthy to become a firstborn unto God, and receive all that God  hath.  Everyone is 

sealed to God, and then two of those have to be sealed together to become God. 

 We like to think we are going to own our kids on the other side...but we don't.  We are no different than  they are 

and the they are no different than we are.  We are nothing but brothers and sisters when we get  there, and we were before 

we left. 

 
Question: Do I understand correctly that if a divorce occurs in a Temple marriage... the children are still   

 sealed to their parents? 

 
BP: Yes...because they were born in the covenant, or under the covenant, as some like to call it...if those  children 

remain worthy, they will have the right to receive all of the blessings of Abraham...no matter  what the parents do. The 

end result is to be sealed to God. 

 
 See, that is what King Benjamin means in Chapter 5...it is the ordinance that is required...not the 

 individual who you are sealed to.  It is the ordinance that is required for exaltation.  If one of the couple  changes 

their minds and no longer wants to participate in the marriage, it does not damn the one who  remains righteous.  

Remember...the perfect man can love the perfect woman perfectly, even if they have  never met. 

 
BP: Moving on to our text... The Forgiveness of Sins        
   All sins shall be forgiven,  

BP: All sins, says Joseph Smith...All sins shall be forgiven. However, there is an exception for those who  are born 

in Mississippi...(Class laughter...and Br Lawrence added, “Because they have no sin”....more  laughter)  Everything is 

legal there...there is no punishment, because there is no law. (continued laughter) 

 
 All sin will be forgiven, the Book of Mormon teaches, either by mercy, which involves repentance, or by  justice.  

If you remember, Mercy cannot rob Justice...Go back to Alma  

 
 In Alma 42:6 it talks about our probationary state...in v 6 it says, “it was appointed unto man to die...” 

 In v 13 -15 it says: 

 

  13 Therefore, according to justice, the plan of redemption could not be brought about,  
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  only on conditions of repentance of men in this probationary state,  

  
BP: Repentance involves mercy.  So all sins are going to be forgiven, either by mercy, which involves 

 repentance, or by justice...going on here...I'm going to read it again... 

  

  13 Therefore, according to justice, the plan of redemption could not be brought about,   

  only on conditions of repentance of men in this probationary state, yea, this    

  preparatory state; for except it were for these conditions, mercy could not take effect   

  except it should destroy the work of justice. Now the work of justice could not be   

  destroyed; if so, God would cease to be God.        

   

  14 And thus we see that all mankind were fallen, and they were in the grasp of justice;  

  yea, the justice of God, which consigned them forever to be cut off from his presence.   

  
    

   15 And now, the plan of mercy could not be brought about except an atonement should 

  be made; therefore God himself atoneth for the sins of the world, to bring about the  

  plan of mercy, to appease the demands of justice, that God might be a perfect, just God, 

   and a merciful God also.  
 

  16 Now, repentance could not come unto men except there were a punishment, which  

  also was eternal as the life of the soul should be, affixed opposite to the plan of   

  happiness, which was as eternal also as the life of the soul.  

 
  17 Now, how could a man repent except he should sin? How could he sin if there was  
  no law? How could there be a law save there was a punishment? [a consequence is required] 

 
BP: Justice meets out the consequence of sin.  Now, If you exercise 'faith unto repentance', mercy steps  in and 

you do not have to suffer for that sin.  Turn over to D&C 19 

 

  15 Therefore I command you to repent—repent, lest I smite you by the rod of my mouth, 

   and by my wrath, and by my anger, and your sufferings be sore—how sore you 

know not,    how exquisite you know not, yea, how hard to bear you know not.  

 

  16 For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if 

they    would repent; [that's where mercy steps in...mercy exists only if you exercise your faith  

  unto repentance] 

 
  17 But if they would not repent [change their character] they must suffer even as I;  

 

  18 Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain,  

  and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might  

  not drink the bitter cup, and shrink—  

 

20 Wherefore, I command you again to repent, lest I humble you with my almighty power; and 

that you confess your sins, lest you suffer these punishments of which I have spoken, of which in 

the smallest, yea, even in the least degree you have tasted at the time I withdrew my Spirit. 

   

  21 And I command you that you preach naught but repentance, [teach the people to  

  change their character]... 

 

BP: So, as Joseph Smith said, All sins will be forgiven, either by repentance, i.e. Mercy, or by Justice.  Now, 
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 understand...that's for those who know the law.  For those who don't know and understand the law, we  learn in 

2 Ne 9: 25-27  It makes it very clear. 

  25 Wherefore, he has given a law; and where there is no law given there is no   

  punishment; [very clear] and where there is no punishment there is no condemnation;  

  and where there is no condemnation the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have claim  

  upon them, because of the atonement; for they are delivered by the power of him.  

  26 For the atonement satisfieth the demands of his justice upon all those who have  

  not the law given to them, that they are delivered from that awful monster, death and 

hell,   and the devil, and the lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment; and they are  

  restored to that God who gave them breath, which is the Holy One of Israel.  

  27 But wo unto him that has the law given, yea, that has all the commandments of 

God,   like unto us, and that transgresseth them, and that wasteth the days of his 

probation,   for awful is his state!  

BP: That's how all sins are going to be forgiven.  Some ask, how much of the law do we have to know or  don't 

know?  Does someone who has attended church all his life and is now dying with cancer, what can  we say what he 

knows? How much comfort or knowledge has he acquired?   

That's one of the great things about the Plan...God's judgment is just...we don't have to worry about that 

here...That's why we cannot judge anyone ourselves...We just leave that up to God, who knows all things anyway. 

 We don't know how much of the Gospel anyone understands or how much of the Holy Ghost one has  received.  

Does a 19 yr old who has prepared to serve a mission and then doesn't go, does he fully  understand the law?  Does a 7 yr 

old, who gets up behind this Rameumpton (Pulpit...laughter) and say  they know the Church is true, that Joseph Smith is a 

Prophet or that Thomas Monson is a prophet...do  they really know and understand what they are saying and what it 

means? 

 A person may be active his whole life in the Church, and still may never know the Gospel and under- stand 

what it is all about.  That's why, as we have discussed, that the Spirit-world is the continuation of  this probationary 

state.  Everyone has to know and understand the Gospel plan  perfectly...perfectly!!  Otherwise, our agency would be 

compromised and our judgment be unjust. 

 If you look at Moroni 8:  

  8 Listen to the words of Christ, your Redeemer, your Lord and your God. “Behold, I 

came    into the world not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance; the whole need 

no    physician, but they that are sick; wherefore, little children are whole, for they are 

not capable   of committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me, that it 

hath no    power over them; and the law of circumcision is done away in me.” 

  10 Behold I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance and baptism unto  

  those who are accountable and capable of committing sin; yea, teach parents that 

they   must repent and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little children, and they 

shall    all be saved with their little children.  

  11 And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism. Behold, baptism is 

unto   repentance to the fulfilling the commandments unto the remission of sins.  

  22 For behold that all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are without  

  the law. [speaking about adults, now] For the power of redemption cometh on all them 

   [the children & adults who have no law] that  have no law; wherefore, he that is not  

   condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, cannot repent; and unto such 

baptism    availeth nothing—  

  24 ... for repentance is unto them that are under condemnation and under the curse 

   of a broken law.  [the law is required for justice to exercise his demands] 
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Question: So, if all those outside the church are not condemned because they don't have the law, why   

 do missionary work then? 

BP: So they can suffer along with the rest of us!!  (lots of laughter)  Seriously, the goal is for everyone to receive  those 

ordinances that are required for exaltation.  We proclaim the Gospel to get them to the Temple.  We perfect the Saints so 

that the Temple blessings can become a reality in their life, and we redeem the  dead by doing their temple work...everyone 

has to be sealed to God and receive those ordinances.. 

Question:   It says here in our text that “Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition”...what does the   

 word, “save” mean in this context? 

   All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the Holy Ghost;    

    for Jesus will save all except the sons of perdition.  

BP: Joseph taught that to be saved in any kingdom of glory is salvation...telestial, terrestrial or celestial.    

 Salvation will be in any of those kingdoms...We have a tendency to teach that only salvation is in the celestial 

kingdom...but we are saved by grace, not matter what you do!  It just depends on the character we develop that 

determines the level of our salvation.  See, it says, “In my Father's House are many mansions”.(John 14:12)  In the 

Greek, the word for mansions is Mone (moh-nay) ..translated,  “temporary waiting places”. 

BP: To recap...All sins shall be forgiven, either by mercy or by justice.  Grace is something entirely different. 

 Grace, however, is an interesting thing.  Grace is different...I think we have a tendency to misunderstand 

 grace. Grace is something that is a free gift.  

 Mercy is not a free gift...we have to work for that...we have to exercise our faith unto repentance in order  for 

mercy to step in and satisfy the demand of justice.  Mercy cannot rob justice in any way!  The only  way justice can 

be satisfied is if we exercise faith unto repentance. Mercy then steps in. 

 Grace is something that we do not have to qualify for.  This is what Paul tried to teach in his letters.  

Grace is being saved from the Fall of Adam.  

Grace is that everyone will be resurrected.  

Grace is that all men will be brought back into the presence of God.  

 

BP: There are two things that the Fall of Adam brought upon all mankind.... physical death and spiritual  death. 

Christ's atonement satisfies that which came from the Fall of Adam...we just read that here in one  spot... We can see 

it again in Moses 6.  Everyone is going to be resurrected, and everyone is going to  be brought back into the presence 

of God.  That is grace.  No matter what we do...we are going to  receive  salvation from the Fall.  That's grace. 

 Now, because justice demands, and we are all imperfect … justice demands its due!   Because we have 

 exercised our faith unto repentance, and because justice will demand its due on all who are not perfect...   It's what 

mercy does when we have exercised our faith unto repentance, Christ's sacrifice and atone- ment then satisfies the 

demands of justice until we become perfect, and justice has no more demands.    

That's Mercy!  Does that make sense?           Comment: Please say that again! 

 The sacrifice of Christ, Christ's atonement, as 2 Ne 9: 6-7 (and 2 Ne 20: 25) says, the power of the 

 atonement, brings to pass the power of the resurrection.  Let's go to Moses 6: 53-54 

  Adam spake unto the Lord, and said: Why is it that men must repent and be baptized in  

  water? And the Lord said unto Adam: Behold I have forgiven thee thy transgression 

in    the Garden of Eden.  

  54 Hence came the saying abroad among the people, that the Son of God hath   

  atoned for original guilt, wherein the sins of the parents cannot be answered upon the  

  heads of the children, for they are whole from the foundation of the world.  

 Children are whole from the foundation of the world because the Fall of Adam has already been taken  care 

of...which is Physical death and Spiritual death. 

 Everyone will be resurrected...everyone will be brought back into the presence of God, and in that  presence 

of God we will gain our confidence, through our repentance, by our exercising our faith unto  repentance and knowing 

that mercy will satisfy the demands of Justice. Our confidence will wax  strong  in the presence of God, as it says in 
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sec 121.  If we haven’t exercised our faith unto repentance, then we  will shrink, and would if we could call the mountains 

and rocks down upon us to cover us up. (Alma 12:14)   But we won't be able to do that...that will be the suffering we are to 

endure until the day of redemption. 

 Grace is going to get everyone raised from the dead, and grace is going to get everyone back into the  presence 

of God. Mercy will gives us time for us to develop the character that makes God, God. Then  justice will have no more 

demands upon us. 

Question: Is the process of the resurrection an ordinance?  I've heard that the husband will call forth his wife in the 

resurrection...is that accurate? 

BP: It's possible because there will be an order to the resurrection...possibly within families. Every ordinance  for 

salvation and exaltation has to be performed in the flesh or by proxy in the flesh. It's not an ordinance  that will be 

revealed, it is an ordinance that we participate in right now. 

See, Christ's mission was to cleanse us through the atonement and to break the bands of death to allow us to be 

resurrected.  Again, there has to be a power of the atonement to bring about the power of the  resurrection (2 

Ne 9: 6-7; 10: 25; Jacob 4:11). 

 Christ's purpose is to cleanse us from our sins, and to provide us a resurrection.  Now, Christ also has  said that 

no one cometh unto the Father except by me... so we have to participate in the purposes of  Christ's life...(all phases of 

His life) (See 1 Ne 15:14; Alma 13: 16)  Before we can enter into the higher rooms  of the Temple and participate in the Gospel 

of God, we participate in the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the  lower rooms during our own initiatory.  It is the ordinance of 

Cleansing, (i.e. the atonement.)  The other is  an ordinance of anointing which is the ordinance of the resurrection. 

  

 Now anytime we see in scripture the word “hope”, it is dealing with this better resurrection...a celestial 

 resurrection.  When we see the trilogy of faith, hope and charity in the scriptures, faith is directed to the 

 atonement, and “Hope” is directed towards a “confident assurance” of a better resurrection.  Charity is  the 

character trait needed and required in order to pass thru the veil. 

 Faith, coupled with hope...exercising our faith unto repentance is having our garments washed white in  the blood 

of the Lamb.... that’s our washing... Hope is always talked about in the context of the  resurrection...the hope of a better 

resurrection...the hope of being raised up...a good hope of glory... 

 This trilogy of Faith, Hope and Charity is the synopsis of the endowment. 

• Faith = the washing or the cleansing (fulfilling the Mission of Christ) 

• Hope = of a better resurrection (The anointing to come forth in the 1st resurrection.) 

• Charity = character you have to have in order to stand before God, indicating we have been true and 

faithful in all things, thus qualifying us to pass thru the veil and be allowed into the presence of God. 

 All of the Temple covenants we make, and if they are internalized fully, are designed to teach us, to  instruct 

 us how to develop the character the makes God, God. 

So if we have a 'confident assurance' of a better resurrection...it is another way of saying you have  received 

your calling and election.  It is nothing more than receiving “a more sure word of prophecy”.  Do you see that?  Is 

this making sense?  This is a better definition of hope 

BP: OK...let's move on...wow...we got thru 5 words of the text!  “All sins shall be forgiven...”we're on a roll! 

  ... except the sin against the Holy Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of  

   perdition. 

 We covered this last week when we discussed Sec 76: 30-31...the sons of perdition will only be those  who 

have received the oath and covenant of the Priesthood, entered into and received their endowment,  learned all the 

signs and tokens and key words (like Cain)...and then altogether turned away therefrom. 

  

All others, says Joseph Smith, will become their own judges...everyone will choose where they want to 

 be...where they will be most comfortable for eternity.  Suffering will exist until the day of redemption, and 

 then, when we choose our own kingdom of glory, this life will not be remembered nor come into mind,  says 

Isaiah 65:17. (Which is another one of the Mercies extended to us) 

God is not going to say...OK...you have to go to the celestial kingdom...when God tells Br. Lawrence that 
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Mississippi is going to be the telestial kingdom, and he says, “come on with me...who else wants to go? And many 

others follow Br. Lawrence...that will be OK, because remember, we will choose where we will be most 

comfortable!  Hell is where you don't belong, no matter where it is.  Heaven is where you do  belong, no matter 

where it is.   

That's the great thing about agency.  That's the great thing about the whole plan of salvation...God is  not 

going to place us where He wants us, rather we are going to place ourselves where we want to  be.  God will not 

control the agency of man.  If a man wants to be in the celestial kingdom, (he will be happy if he is worthy to be 

there) ...God will not control the agency of man.  If you are only worthy for the  terrestrial kingdom, then 

the celestial kingdom will be Hell!  No matter how good or bad it will be for  us...we make the choices...we need 

to understand this concept.   

 The Lord says, “Declare nothing but repentance” because repentance changes our character. 

BP:  Let's try to get through the next section... 

  What must a man do to commit the unpardonable sin? He must receive the Holy   

  Ghost, have the heavens opened unto him, and know God, and then sin against Him.  

  After a man has sinned against the Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him.  

 Just as the sons of perdition, they would have had to have known God's power and then rejected it. 

  He has got to say that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has got to deny   

  Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened unto him, and to deny the plan of  

  salvation with his eyes open to the truth of it; and from that time he begins to be an  

  enemy. This is the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 

  day Saints.  

 So, he is saying that this person, after having had the heavens opened to him, after having had the Holy  Ghost 

bear witness to him...after having had been pronounced clean from the blood and sins of his  generation...after having 

had his calling and election made sure, guaranteeing his exaltation, and then  altogether turns therefrom...choosing not 

which he has been promised...rather, choosing to reject it that. 

 Joseph is saying that becomes his character...from that time he begins to be an enemy. 

        When a man begins to be an enemy to this work, he hunts me, he seeks to kill me,  

   and never ceases to thirst for my blood. He gets the spirit of the devil -- the same 

    spirit that they had who crucified the Lord of Life -- the same spirit that 

sins against    the Holy Ghost. You cannot save such persons; you cannot bring them to  

    repentance; they make open war, like the devil, and awful is the 

consequence.  

       I advise all of you to be careful what you do, or you may by-and-by find out that you  

  have been deceived. Stay yourselves; do not give way; don't make any hasty moves,  

   you may be saved. If a spirit of bitterness is in you, don't be in haste. You may 

say,     that man is a sinner. Well, if he repents, he shall be forgiven. Be cautious: 

await.     When you find a spirit that wants bloodshed -- murder, the same is not of 

God, but    is of the devil. Out of the abundance of the heart of man the mouth 

speaketh. 

BP: Joseph is saying...don't make rash judgments...be patient...be careful...judge not that ye be not  judged...or you 

might be deceived.  Don't judge the Lord's anointed either.  He goes on... 

  “In My Father's House" 

       The best men bring forth the best works. The man who tells you words of life is the  

  man who can save you. I warn you against all evil characters who sin against the Holy  

  Ghost; for there is no redemption for them in this world nor in the world to come.  
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I could go back and trace every subject of interest concerning the relationship of   

 man to God, if I had time. I can enter into the mysteries; I can enter largely into the  

 eternal worlds; 

BP: Joseph is saying, “I could give you a lot more if I the time”. “I could even enter into the mysteries.  What  he has 

taught so far, Joseph did not even consider being in the mysteries.  Remember...there's 

• Milk   (manuals) 

• Meat 

• Mysteries 

   He said earlier that he wanted to talk about nobler things...things that was more “meat” than milk. 

 Or, “I could, if I had time, really explain what the meat is all about, even the eternal worlds.” 

  for Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not    

  so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you" (John 14:2). Paul says,  

   "There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 

of    the stars; for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the 

resurrection    of the dead" (1 Cor. 15:41).  

 Or, I could talk about the eternal worlds...for there are many mansions...there are many kingdoms...and  just as 

one star differs from another in glory, I could talk to you about these things.  That's what he is  saying...I could talk to you 

about these things. 

Question: So, when we die, are we going to be able to ask Joseph to tell us these things? 

BP: Only if you do your homework. 

Question:  What does that mean? 

BP: You'll have to be as prepared to ask the questions as you are to receive the answer. 

“Questioner” Oh..I don't even know what the questions are....(much laughter!) 

BP: Then that's what you'll have to do first...figure out the questions you'll want answered.  Remember when  Oliver 

Cowdery was getting records together for translation? And he became frustrated because he  couldn't translate?  

The Lord told him what?  “You took no thought except it was to ask...you haven't  prepared yourself.”   We 

have to prepare ourselves to receive answers to our questions, to gain and  receive the insights to these things 

we are discussing.  You have to come up with the questions...the  answers are there...almost every answer to 

every question we have had is found in the scriptures.  When you see Joseph Smith, he will only teach you the 

amount you have prepared yourself for.   

  What have we to console us in relation to the dead? We have reason to have the greatest  

  hope and consolations for our dead of any people on the earth; for we have seen them 

walk   worthily in our midst, and seen them sink asleep in the arms of Jesus; and those who 

have    died in the faith are now in the celestial kingdom of God. And hence is the glory 

of the    sun.  

BP: Anyway...the Gospel is exciting!  This talk of Joseph Smith is phenomenal. I keep a copy of it in my 

 scriptures, so I'll have something to read during Sunday School (laughter).   There is so much in this talk,  and 

much of it was actually contained in our priesthood manual back in 2008.  It is a very important  work...The thing is, Joseph 

couldn't reveal all that he wanted to share with the Church.  He said he felt  fettered, held back from revealing what the 

Lord had revealed to him.  That's how the Lord works...when  we are prepared for further light and truth, He will give us the 

further light and truth we are prepared for. 

 Often we lament that deeper things are not taught in our meetings...or how come more calling and  elections 

don't come forth or that we do not know more about these things...or why do we only have the  milk?  You want to know 

why we only have the milk?  Just go down to Deseret Book and see what are  the best sellers in Deseret Book, or gaze 

through their catalog and you'll see what the masses want...      (what is being written for the masses.)  Even the milk 

we do have is Fat Free!  (Much laughter)  That's the  problem...do you think Deseret Book will have anything on their 

shelves that doesn't sell?  We do not  have to wonder why the Lord won't give us more, because we already show our 

desires by buying the  fiction of men mingled with scripture.   
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Joseph Smith tells us that he could have opened the heavens if  the people were ready, and they can be!  You 

have to prepare yourself for that opening. You have to be ready for it.  

There are two reasons we lose things...and the main reason is we have not prepared ourselves for the  greater 

light and knowledge that could be available to us...we have shrunk away...like the children of  Israel at Mt. 

Sinai. They said, “I don't want to be responsible for things I might not know. I don't want anymore light...You 

Moses, you go on up there, and you be our communicator between us and God.”  So the Children of Israel lost 

things because of that attitude and behavior.  Why do we have the same message, Conference after Conference 

after Conference?  'Cause we haven't gotten the message yet...We have to study, we have to prepare, and we have 

to search and ask and knock.  We have to have the desire and become prepared for further light and truth and then 

be obedient to what we receive.  It's by agency...it's by choice.  The Church is true. Joseph is a Prophet.  He did in 

many instances shed further light into the hallways of eternity, and he could have given us more. We can now ask 

the questions, and answers can be found in the scriptures and through the Spirit...this I testify, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, Amen. 

 

 

 
Class Notes   Lecture 8 

King Follett Discourse   Mourning; Death; Holy Ghost; Covenant of Obedience; Gift of the Holy Ghost 

BH Porter   5-1-12 

 
Question: After we die, and are resurrected...Am I correct in understanding that there is no further    

 progression between kingdoms? 

 

BP: That is correct...as we discussed in previous sessions...we will choose where we want to be for the rest  of 

eternity. 

 

BP: We left off last week at the section:  Righteous Mourners Rejoice         Remember this is a funeral  sermon, 

and he does talk about death considerably, as well as birth and our pre-earth life, and a lot of  different things that focus 

around our birth and our death...he will end with what we are to be doing in  this life, but here he begins... 

 

  You mourners have occasion to rejoice, speaking of the death of Elder King Follett; for  

  your husband and father is gone to wait until the resurrection of the dead—until the  

  perfection of the remainder; for at the resurrection your friend will rise in perfect felicity 

  and go to celestial glory, while many must wait myriads of years before they can receive 

  the like blessings; and your expectations and hopes are far above what man can   

  conceive; for why has God revealed it to us? 
 

BP: What he [Joseph] says that after his [Elder Follett's] resurrection, he [Elder Follett] will go on to celestial  glory, or 

that glory to which we choose to be...Sect 88 says....  We have talked about it before, and it will  be good to see it again... 

 

  28 They who are of a celestial spirit [that means character...spirit & character mean  

  almost the same thing in this context] shall receive the same body which was a natural  

  body; even ye shall receive your bodies, and your glory shall be that glory by which  

  your bodies are quickened.  

 

  29 Ye who are quickened by a portion of the celestial glory shall then receive of the  

  same, even a fulness.  
 

BP: We are trying to develop that celestial spirit, that character that enables us to receive that same  glory...that 

celestial glory...or terrestrial glory or even a telestial glory.  Joseph is telling us that Elder  Follett is going to receive 

a celestial resurrection. 

 

 

 And he mentions that others will have to wait “myriads of years” before they can receive the same  blessing.  

Elder Follett had evidently prepared himself spiritually and his nature and character was such  that he had qualified to 
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receive that celestial glory. 

 

 Joseph has said elsewhere that we will have to progress from “exaltation to exaltation” until we arrive at  the same 

station that God has...that will take many, many years, Joseph says. (TPJS p. 346-348) 

 

Question: Doesn't that also indicate that those who are ready will be resurrected sooner? 

 

BP: Yes it does...that's why there is a 1st resurrection!  Those who come forth in that 1st resurrection will  receive 

that exaltation, and for others, it just takes a little longer time to prepare. 

 

Question: Isn't the resurrection that began with Christ still going on, and will it continue through the   

 millennium? 

 

BP: Yes...that's right, and it will probably continue all through the millennium and beyond. It does not mean  they 

receive the highest degree of celestial glory, but it is still celestial glory. 

  

Joseph is telling us here that this man has prepared himself...his character will permit him to receive that  celestial 

body and a celestial resurrection.  The other will have to wait longer or until they prepare  themselves for their level 

of resurrection....see, if you do not exercise faith unto repentance, then the  demands of justice have to be met.  Either 

they are met by the atonement when you exercise faith unto  repentance or those demands will be paid by you, as it says in 

sect 19 

 

  17 But if they would not repent they must suffer even as I;      

  18 Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of  

  pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit— 
 

 Justice will demand its due...The debt to justice must be paid by Christ...allowing you to exercise your  faith 

unto repentance, or by you paying the debt yourself by suffering until the day of redemption, which  then brings an 

end to suffering. 

 

BP: Moving on... 

  I am authorized to say, by the authority of the Holy Ghost, that you have no occasion to  

  fear; for he is gone to the home of the just.  [King Follett is going to receive his exaltation] 

  

 This is what he is referring to in D&C 76: 50-70 re: the vision of those who inherit celestial glory in v 69. 

 

  69 These are they who are just men made perfect through Jesus the mediator of the  

  new covenant, who wrought out this perfect atonement through the shedding of his own  

  blood. [King Follett is one of those] 

 
Question: So, when a man dies, he is either going to spirit-prison or paradise… can a man who has   

 entered spirit-prison come out there and into celestial glory? 

 
BP: As we discussed in previous classes...it is your character that determines your level of comfort...you  will 

mingle with who you feel the most comfortable...it's not your worthiness to go to paradise...it's your 

 character!  You're going to be with the people you want to be with.  Prison is for those who are evil or have an evil 

nature...and evil character. Paradise is for those who love God...have faith in Him.  It won't matter if you are 

Mormon, Catholic, Protestant, Born Again...it's for those who have loved God and loved their fellow man no matter 

what religion they are...this is what paradise is for. 

 

Question: So, by that definition, everyone in this room will enter into paradise?   

 

BP: If everyone in this room loves God...loves his fellowman...and desires to be like God and desires to  develop 

His same character.  You will judge yourself based on your love of God and your love of your  fellowman.  Joseph Smith 

said: 

 

   

  If you wish to go where God is, you must be like God, or possess the principles which 
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  God possesses, for if we are not drawing towards God in principle, we are going from  

  Him and drawing towards the devil. (TPJS p. 216) 

 

 It's not a miracle that we become like God...it by our own agency!! (This is a crucial point to understand.) 

 We can have inspiration how to do it by the gift of the Holy Ghost...we can have the time to learn how to  do it by 

the gift of the atonement, (which we call “mercy”) but we have to do it by our own choice, by our  own agency. 

 

 God does not turn us into Gods...we turn ourselves into Gods.  That's what Sect 88:28 is meaning… he that 

has that celestial spirit, that celestial character, will receive that celestial body. That is the great  thing about the Plan...we 

create the person [the God] we will be become for eternity, in eternity.  We are  on the road right now...doing it right now in 

this class. This life is a probationary estate, Alma says, “a  time to repent and to serve God”. (Alma 42:4)  So...we 

really... exalt ourselves. 

 

 But in that spirit world, or that spirit-prison...you will naturally gravitate to those people you feel com- fortable 

being around and are like you. If you like good Bar-B-Q...you'll be in Mississippi! (class laughter) 

 Isn't that right Br Lawrence?  (Yes...in that upper tier! That will be the high point of the celestial kingdom!) 

 That's what Joseph Smith is trying to teach us here...over and over again. 

 

 Some of the best accounts we have of those who have seen the other side are contained in our D&C.   But you 

have to keep in mind...THERE ARE NO MORMONS ON THE OTHER SIDE!  (Comment: yea!) 

 There are those who have a relationship with Christ.  Those who are trying to establish a relationship  with God 

and with their fellowman.  The spirit world, paradise, is not a stake!  It is not a Mormon  community! We have no monopoly 

on righteousness, on faith or on goodness.  We do have a monopoly  on the ordinances and on Priesthood.  But even the 

ordinances have to be done on the earth, and not in  the spirit world...in the flesh or by proxy in the flesh. 
 

 Some have said that because we have a priesthood organization here, then there would be a priesthood 

 organization there...Keep in mind...the church as we know it, is nothing more than the Lord's Priesthood 

 organization established to administer the Gospel...its ordinances.   They are not Mormons any more  than 

Christ was when He visited the survivors of the great upheavals in 3rd Nephi.  Christ does not set up  the Church.  He 

teaches the Gospel...it's not a religion.  You are not going to go to Relief Society, or to  Sunday school or to Young Men's 

on the other side. 

 

 We need to define the word Church and the word Mormon...what's a Mormon?  Someone who believes  in the 

Book of Mormon...We have a tendency to want to covert people to Mormonism...”come to this  open house, come to this 

pageant, come to this Homemaking event...come to this pot-luck, come to this  Family Home Evening...” If people are 

converted to the Church only, they will soon become inactive,  unless they are converted to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  In all scripture, in every instance in the Book of  Mormon, we read of those who become converted to the 

Gospel, and then they wanted to be around  those people who believed the exact same thing. 

 

 Don't be too quick to pat yourself on the back for being a Mormon...you remember the story of the 

 Zoramites in Alma 31.  Their behavior led Alma to say that he had never before seen such gross  wickedness 

among the children of men (Al 31: 26) You remember that they created a place in their  synagogues that was elevated 

above everyone else (pointing to the pulpit)...and it only admitted one  person at a time...frequently they would assemble, 

and from this elevated place they would say how  thankful they were, how grateful they were to have been chosen out 

from all the rest of the wicked  people out in the world...to be in the only real and true church, and to be a chosen and a 

holy people  

 (v 16-17) 

 

Remember the observation Christ made in the New Testament, when the Pharisee got up and bragged  about 

fasting, paying his tithes and going to the Temple and doing more than he was supposed to do?   Remember that 

story?  There was also a publican nearby...He smelled like cigarettes, worked for the  IRS, and he beat on his 

chest with remorse and proclaimed himself a sinner, not even worthy to be  there.   Christ told his disciples that 

that man, the publican, was more righteous than the Pharisee who was active in the church.... why?  It was because 

he was active in the Gospel. The Publican knew he needed to change...Again, it's about character change...and 

repentance is the process of changing our character. 

 

 We have a religion...it is a good religion...the Church is true. It is directed and governed by Priesthood,  which 

has been restored.  The Gospel is true, and that Priesthood administers that Gospel.  We have a  religion, but if you do not 

have a relationship, then that religion means nothing.  You must have a  relationship with your God...and Paul says, 
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if we do not have the Holy Ghost within us, then we are not  Christians.  The “fruits of the spirit”...or “of 

repentance”...[these are the works Paul is meaning]…is the  character of God. 

 

 This is why Christ begins His 'Sermon on the Mount' with the distinction between the old law and the  new 

law...in the old law, thou shalt not kill..., but I say, do not be angry with thy brother....in the old law,  thou shalt nor 

commit adultery, but I say, you cannot even look upon somebody and lust after them.  The  old Law was 

works...animal sacrifices...but the new law is character...the sacrifice required now is a  broken heart and contrite spirit. 

Christ changes everything into character traits...even the last  commandment He gives...Love one another as I have loved 

you, (John 13:34; 15:12) and He says that, if  we do not love one another as He has loved us, then we are not His disciples.  

We want to be members  of His church...and we are in the right church...but are you in the right relationship?  Are you 

trying to  change your character?  That's what is all about...it's the whole thing. 

 

BP: Moving on... 

  Don’t mourn, don’t weep.  I know it by the testimony of the Holy Ghost  that is within  

  me; and you may wait for your friends to come forth to meet you in the morn of the  

  celestial world. 

  

  Rejoice, O Israel! Your friends who have been murdered for the truth’s sake in the 

  persecutions shall triumph gloriously in the celestial world, while their murderers shall  

  welter for ages in torment, even until they shall have paid the uttermost farthing. I say  

  this for the benefit of strangers. 
 

BP: This what he is saying, referring back to Matthew 5...blessed are those who are persecuted for  righteousness 

sake...for theirs is the kingdom of heaven...the same things is discussed in D&C 121:16-23  

   

  16 Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against mine anointed, saith the Lord,  

  and cry they have sinned when they have not sinned before me, saith the Lord, but have  

  done that which was meet in mine eyes, and which I commanded them.  

  17 But those who cry transgression do it because they are the servants of sin, and are the 

  children of disobedience themselves.  

  18 And those who swear falsely against my servants, that they might bring them into  

  bondage and death—  

  19 Wo unto them; because they have offended my little ones they shall be severed from  

  the ordinances of mine house.  

  20 Their basket shall not be full, their houses and their barns shall perish, and they  

  themselves shall be despised by those that flattered them.  

  21 They shall not have right to the priesthood, nor their posterity after them from  

  generation to generation. [specifiably directed to Cain and his posterity] 

  22 It had been better for them that a millstone had been hanged about their necks, and  

  they drowned in the depth of the sea.  

  23 Wo unto all those that discomfort my people, and drive, and murder, and testify  

  against them, saith the Lord of Hosts; a generation of vipers shall not escape the   

  damnation of hell.  
 

BP: This is what Joseph was referring to in the paragraph we just read.  Those who are and have been the  

 persecutors will have to pay the utmost farthing...they must be turned over, it says in scripture, to the 

 buffetings of Satan, until the day of redemption. (D&C 78:12; 82:21; 104:9) 

 

  I have a father, brothers, children, and friends who have gone to a world of spirits. They  

  are only absent for a moment. They are in the spirit, and we shall soon meet again. The  

  time will soon arrive when the trumpet shall sound. When we depart, we shall hail our  

  mothers, fathers, friends, and all whom we love, who have fallen asleep in Jesus. There  

  will be no fear of mobs, persecutions, or malicious lawsuits and arrests; but it will be an  
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  eternity of felicity. 
 

BP: We don't need to worry about death...it's going to be better!  That's what the Lord told Adam...You're  going to 

have to live in this rotten, no good world...labor all your days by the sweat of your brow in order  to eat your bread...don't 

worry about it...You get to die!  Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.   There is a release...and that release is 

death...as Peter Pan says, “The greatest of all adventures”. 

 

 

Question: What is the best way you have found to comfort someone who doesn't know or feel that death is  

 an event we live through? 

 

BP: Just tell them how bad they have it...I say that somewhat in jest...it's a good question...But as soon as  you say, 

“well...God must have needed him on the other side”...you have just separated yourself from  that individual by a 

million miles.  Mourn with them. Give them comfort. 

Remember that we are so used to this temporal world, that anytime there is a loss, then it as often considered lost 

forever.  The best way is to empathize.   Offer your sympathy because you have also experienced the same 

thing. 

 

 The great thing about having our endowment of power...once we know where we came from...that there  was a 

plan to begin with...and we know that we come to this nasty world, and we're here, now, in it...that  it is going to be 

rough...there is going to be pain...there is going to be death and suffering...but we  understand that death is an event 

we live through.  We are going to see those family members again!   And it will be as though, as Joseph said, they will 

have been “only absent for just a small moment”.   That's the way it will feel on the other side.  The mother who dies, the 

spouse who dies, and you have  been separated for the past 50 years!!...It will feel as though it has been just a moment, 

as though  there had been no time at all! 

 

 Yes...50 years is a long time here...but when you get to the other side, it will feel as though it has only  been for 

a second.  An endowment of power is knowledge.  When you understand that, do you realize  what power you have over 

the evils of life?  To now have the ability to endure the man made evils of life  and the natural evils in this world?  This 

understanding, this knowledge, gives one power to further  understand agency.  This is a part of your endowment of 

power; to give you knowledge, thus enabling  you to make it through this nasty life in which we live. 

 

 To those who don't believe in life after death...guess what?  Surprise, surprise!  The spirit never looses 

 consciousness.  It never passes out!  But getting back to the question...how to comfort those who don't 

 believe...you do as the scriptures say...Mourn with those who have a cause to mourn...you mourn with 

 them...Just don't tell them, “It's God's plan”.   You mourn and you comfort those who stand in need of  comfort. 

 

BP: Moving on... Baptism 

  

  I will leave this subject here, and make a few remarks on the subject of baptism. The  

  baptism of water, without the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost attending it, is of no  

  use; they are necessarily and inseparably connected. An individual must be born of water 

  and the Spirit in order to get into the kingdom of God.   

 

  In the German, the text bears me out the same as the revelations which I have given and  

  taught for the last fourteen years on that subject. I have the testimony to put in their  

  teeth. My testimony has been true all the time. You will find it in the declaration of John 

  the Baptist. (Reads from the German.) John says, “I baptize you with water, but when  

  Jesus comes, who has the power (or keys), he shall administer the baptism of fire and the 

  Holy Ghost.” Where is now all the sectarian world? And if this testimony is true, they  

  are all damned as clearly as anathema can do it.  

I know the text is true. I call upon all you Germans who know that it is true to say, Aye. 

(Loud shouts of “Aye.”)  

 
BP: In the first part of the paragraph...Joseph is teaching that a baptism of water is of no use without the  baptism 

of fire and the Holy Ghost...nowhere in scripture does it say the baptism of fire “or” the Holy  Ghost...it is always “and”.  
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First, let's turn to 2 Ne 31: 5-7 

 

5 And now, if the Lamb of God, he being holy, should have need to be baptized by 

water, to fulfil all righteousness, O then, how much more need have we, being unholy, to 

be baptized, yea, even by water! 6 And now, I would ask of you, my beloved brethren, 

wherein the Lamb of God did fulfill all righteousness in being baptized by water?  
   

  7 Know ye not that he was holy? But notwithstanding he being holy, he showeth unto  

  the children of men that, according to the flesh [a key element] he humbleth himself  

  before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father that he would be obedient unto him in  

  keeping his commandments.  

  8 Wherefore, after he was baptized with water the Holy Ghost descended upon him in 

  the form of a dove.  

 
BP: Nephi just explained how Christ fulfilled all righteousness by being baptized.  He was baptized by water to fulfill 

all righteousness and in fulfilling all righteousness, He entered into a covenant, by that baptism, witnessing unto the 

Father that He would be obedient unto Him in keeping His commandments.  Now go down to v 13: 

 

  13 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, I know that if ye shall follow the Son, with full  

  purpose of heart, acting no hypocrisy and no deception before God, but with real intent,  

  repenting of your sins, [not receiving forgiveness of your sins, but repenting of your sins]    

 witnessing unto the Father that ye are willing to take upon  you the name of Christ, by   

 baptism—yea, by following your Lord and your Savior down into the water, according   

 to his word, behold, then shall ye receive the Holy Ghost; yea, then cometh the baptism  

 of fire and of the Holy Ghost; and then can ye speak with the tongue of angels, and   

 shout praises unto the Holy One of Israel.  

 
BP: Baptism is required in order to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  The baptism of fire and the baptism of  the Holy 

Ghost are two separate things...although in our traditions and in our commentaries, we teach  they are the same 

things...but in scripture...they are two separate things. 

 
 In 3 Ne 9:20...The Lord himself even tells us that He will baptize us with fire and the Holy Ghost if we  repent 

and come unto Him with a broken heart and contrite spirit.  Later in the same verse, Christ tells us  that the 

Lamanites, after they were baptized, received the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, but they  knew it not. 

 
  [20] And ye shall offer for a sacrifice unto me a broken heart and a contrite spirit. And whoso  

  cometh unto me with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, him will I baptize with fire and with  

  the Holy Ghost, even as the Lamanites, because of their faith in me at the time of their   

  conversion, were baptized with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and they knew it not.  

 
BP: In Moses 6: 66 the Lord tells Adam that he had been baptized with fire and the Holy Ghost: 

   

  65 And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he  

  was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man. 66 And he heard a voice 

  out of heaven, saying: Thou art baptized with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. This is  

  the record of the Father, and the Son, from henceforth and forever;  

 
Question: How are they separate? 

 
BP: Look over in The Pearl of Great Price, in Moses 6: 59-60...it describes 3 different events...3 separate 

 occurrences. (Hugh Nibley said, “The Pearl of Great Price is the book that answers all the questions”.) 

 
59 That by reason of transgression cometh the fall, which fall bringeth death, and inasmuch as 
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ye were born into the world by water, and blood, and the spirit, which I have made, and so 

became of dust a living soul, even so ye must be born again into the kingdom of heaven, of 

water, and of the Spirit, and be cleansed by blood, even the blood of mine Only Begotten; that 

ye might be sanctified from all sin, and enjoy the words of eternal life in this world, and eternal 

life in the world to come, even immortal glory;  

 

  60 For by the water ye keep the commandment; [that's baptism]    

  by the Spirit ye are justified, and      [that’s the Holy Ghost] 

  by the blood ye are sanctified;     [that's baptism by fire...the refiner's fire] 

  

BP: As often as these three baptisms are mentioned... nowhere in scripture does it say the baptism of fire “or” the Holy 

Ghost...it is always “and” the Holy Ghost, signifying two separate occurrences and necessary ingredients for us to 

be cleansed from the blood and sins of our own generation.  This is an important point to understand. 

 
Let's go back to 2 Ne 31: 14-15.  Nephi hears the voice of both the Son and the Father confirming these  things 

about the baptisms of water, fire and Holy Ghost.  We read earlier that the voice of the Father  confirmed the ordinance to 

Adam...Nephi hears the same from both the Son and the Father.  Christ is  speaking with Nephi, and then the Father 

bears witness of the words of Christ.  

 

  14 But, behold, my beloved brethren, thus came the voice of the Son unto me, saying:  

  After ye have repented of your sins, and witnessed unto the Father that ye are willing to  

  keep my commandments, by the baptism of water, and have received the baptism of  

  fire and of the Holy Ghost, and can speak with a new tongue, yea, even with the tongue 

  of angels, and after this should deny me, it would have been better for you that ye had  

  not known me.           

  15 And I heard a voice from the Father, saying: Yea, the words of my Beloved are true 

  and faithful. He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.  

 
Question: So this has to do with both justification and sanctification...right? 

 

BP: Yes, we talk about justification and sanctification...as we just saw...'by the spirit are ye justified and by  the blood 

are ye sanctified'...that's when your “garments are washed white through the blood of the  Lamb”.  (see 1 Ne 12:10; 

Alma 5:21; 13:11-13; 3 N 27: 19-20) Even if you become sanctified, the  scriptures counsel those to “take heed”.  See 

D&C 20: 30-34: 

 

30 And we know that justification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just 

and true;  

31 And we know also, that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

is just and true, to all those who love and serve God with all their mights, minds, and strength.  

  32 But there is a possibility that man may fall from grace and depart from the living   

  God;     
  34 Yea, and even let those who are sanctified take heed also.  

 
BP: Go back to 2 Ne 31 for just a minute…look in v 17: 

 

17 Wherefore, do the things which I have told you I have seen that your Lord and your 

Redeemer should do; for, for this cause have they been shown unto me, that ye might know the 

gate by which ye should enter. For the gate by which ye should enter is repentance and 

baptism by water; and then cometh a remission of your sins  [by what?] by fire and by the 

Holy Ghost. 18 And then are ye in this strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life; 

 
Baptism, it is telling us here, does not cleanse us from our sins…rather, the remission of sins comes by fire and by 

the Holy Ghost.  Baptism is a covenant of obedience.  One cannot receive the gift of the Holy Ghost unless you 

have been baptized.  One receives a remission of sins by the Holy Ghost, not by baptism. (Contrary to our 

traditions)  We can say it comes by baptism, because we don’t receive the Holy Ghost unless we are 



 

 74 

baptized…Hence, we then say, baptism is unto the remission of sins, or it is a baptism for the remission of 

sins…both of which are correct because the remission of sins comes by the cleansing power of the Holy Ghost [a 

member of the Godhead]. Since baptism is a covenant of obedience, one cannot be disobedient, unless he has made 

a covenant to be obedient…and Christ fulfilled all righteousness by covenanting to be obedient by entering into the 

waters of baptism (which is a covenant of obedience) 

 
BP: Turn over to Mosiah 18: 10…this is where Alma is questioning Helam about the desires of his heart: 

 

10 Now I say unto you, if this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the 

name of the Lord, as a witness before him that ye have entered into a covenant with him, that ye will 

serve him and keep his commandments, that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon you? 
 Then in v 13, Alma baptizes Helam and he tells him: 

 

13 And when he had said these words, the Spirit of the Lord was upon him, and he said: 

Helam, I baptize thee, having authority from the Almighty God, as a testimony that ye 

have entered into a covenant to serve him until you are dead as to the mortal body;  

[showing again this is a covenant of obedience]  and may the Spirit of the Lord be poured out 

upon you; and may he grant unto you eternal life, through the redemption of Christ, 

whom he has prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 

 In Mosiah 21: 35, it also talks about a the covenant of obedience: 

 

35 They were desirous to be baptized as a witness and a testimony that they were 

willing to serve God with all their hearts; 
 

 See also Alma 7: 15: 

 

15 Yea, I say unto you come and fear not, and lay aside every sin, which easily doth 

beset you, which doth bind you down to destruction, yea, come and go forth, and show 

unto your God that ye are willing to repent of your sins and enter into a covenant with 

him to keep his commandments, and witness it unto him this day by going into the 

waters of baptism. 

 
 See also Moroni 6: 3-4 

 

3 And none were received unto baptism save they took upon them the name of Christ, 

having a determination to serve him to the end.[During the sacrament we take every Sunday] 

4 And after they had been received unto baptism, and were wrought upon and cleansed 

by the power of the Holy Ghost, they were numbered among the people of the church 

of Christ; 

 
BP: These few scriptures we have read indicate that baptism is a covenant of obedience.  On p 198-199 of the 

Teachings of the Prophet, he tells us: 

 

Baptism is a sign to God, to angels, and to heaven that we do the will of God, and there 

is no other way beneath the heavens whereby God hath ordained for man to come to 

Him to be saved,  . . . 

 

   

There is a difference between the Holy Ghost and the gift of the Holy Ghost. Cornelius 

received the Holy Ghost before he was baptized, which was the convincing power of 

God unto him of the truth of the Gospel, but he could not receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost until after he was baptized. Had he not taken this sign or ordinance upon him, the 
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Holy Ghost, which convinced him of the truth of God, would have left him. Until he 

obeyed these ordinances and received the gift of the Holy Ghost, [we need to understand that] 

 

The Holy Ghost can give you inspiration…and after providing such, it will withdraw to see if you will be obedient 

to the inspiration you received and then act upon it, as did Cornelius in sending for Peter to baptize him. (see Acts 

10) 

 

There are three prepositions in scripture that describe the level by which the Holy Ghost can be measured:   “on” 

you, “with” you, and “in” you…The Holy Ghost came “on” Cornelius to inspire him; It can be “with” you as a 

comforter, and when you receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, it can be “in” you.  This then, becomes the purifying 

effect of the Holy Ghost…cleansing you from sin.  As we have shown, you cannot receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost until you enter into that covenant of obedience by going down into the waters of baptism. 

 

The Holy Ghost is a personage of Spirit…[The influence of his spirit can be felt simultaneously throughout this 

room] Whenever I go to sacred places like the Sacred Grove, Carthage Jail or the Garden Tomb, (I will be there in 

another week), and people come in and say they feel the spirit there…that does not mean the Holy Ghost himself 

took up residency there, just waiting for people to come along so He can jump on them and give them a 

testimony…(class laughter) The Holy Ghost does not do that.  That is not His position.  But, we can say that a 

certain place “has a spirit about it”... but it is not the purpose of the Holy Ghost to hide out in one of these places so 

He can jump out and bear witness to them!   

 

If the Holy Ghost bears witness to you, it is because you have prepared yourself for that witness. Members and 

non-members alike can go to the same place that has “a spirit about it”, and both can feel something special about 

the place.  There’s a spirit about the Sacred Grove, the Garden Tomb, and even Cumorah…but it is not because the 
Holy Ghost is there, leaving His spirit all around the place.  But when you go to a place like that, and you do, as the 

sacrament says, “always remember Him…that you might have his Spirit to be with you”, and you are focusing 

your mind on those events that occurred there, then you are prepared to receive a witness from the Holy Ghost that 

those events actually did occur in those particular places.  

 
 What I try to explain to my tour groups…you can have just as sacred and special experience sitting in your own 

sacrament meeting as you can in the Garden of Gethsemane, if you want it. I have experienced that…it has 

happened to me.  Remember this…sacred space is not FOUND…it is CREATED!   

 

The main point in this whole discussion is to understand that we can receive inspiration from the Holy Ghost, we 

can receive comfort from the Holy Ghost, but you cannot receive the gift of the Holy Ghost without baptism. 

Baptism is entering into that covenant of obedience so that the Holy Ghost now has someone to function with...to 

operate with.  That's why you have to participate in baptism.  That's why it is a necessary ordinance.  If that were 

not the case then the Holy Ghost would not come upon anybody.  

It takes that covenant of obedience for God to say...OK, I'll give you some help to be obedient, and that help is the 

gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 

BP: Winding up this section... 

 

  Alexander Campbell, how are you going to save people with water alone? For John said 

  his baptism was good for nothing without the baptism of Jesus Christ. “Therefore, not  

  leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, [the doctrine of Christ is the same as the  

  Gospel of Christ] let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of   

  repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and  

  of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this  

  will we do, if God permit.” (Heb. 6:1-3). 

 

  There is one God, one Father, one Jesus, one hope of our calling, one baptism.  Many  

  talk of baptism not being essential to salvation; but this kind of teaching would lay the  

  foundation of  their damnation. I have the truth, and am at the defiance of the world to  

  contradict me, if they  can. I have now preached a little Latin, a little Hebrew, Greek, and 

  German; and I have fulfilled  all. I am not so big a fool as many have taken me to be.  
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  The Germans know that I read the German correctly. 
 

BP: This is exciting stuff that Joseph has given us...I could go on and on with some of his other teachings.   This is 

not the first time he is teaching these things...much of what he is teaching here, he has taught  before, and he will teach 

again before his martyrdom.  These things are eternal, and he has not taught  anything that is not found in scripture. 

Joseph himself is another witness of Jesus Christ, as well as the  standard works.  He is a prophet of God.  As I grew 

up over the years I have come to realize that the  Teachings of Joseph Smith ought to be the book right next to your own 

standard works.  President  Hinckley said the same...'we ought to be reading the scriptures and the teachings of the 

Prophet Joseph  Smith'. The handbook to the scriptures is Joseph Smith, and the handbook to Joseph Smith is the 

 scriptures. They both bear witness that Jesus is the Christ; that the Plan of Salvation is eternal and  perfect, 

as I do, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Notes June 5, 2012                                  

BH Porter  Agency – Prayer – Changing Character – Misplaced Recognition to Lucifer  

King Follett Discourse Part 9     

 

BP: It’s good to be back…we’re going to finish up Joseph’s King Follett discourse tonight, and then next  week 

we’ll begin discussing Joseph’s last sermon, given on June 16th, 1844…I believe we’re on the  portion where Joseph is 

making a call to repentance… 

  A Call to Repentance 

        Hear it, all ye ends of the earth -- all ye priests, all ye sinners, and all men. Repent! repent!   

  Obey the Gospel. Turn to God; for your religion won't save you, and you will be damned.  

BP: If you would search the teachings of the Savior in the New Testament, you will see that the Savior  is 

teaching nothing but character change in all of His sermons and all of His parables...having His  listeners determine their 

relationship with God and their fellowman.  He is changing behavior from  obedience to the Law of Moses to that of 

relationship with God and one's fellow man.  Character change  is the process of repentance.  If you look at the 

sermon on the Mount...in Matthew 5 we see this: 

  21 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill  

  shall be in danger of the judgment:  

  22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 

  judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever  

  shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  

  27 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:    

  28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with 

  her already in his heart.  

              

BP: What was contained in the Law of Moses was then being replaced with a higher law of character change  and 

developing the relationship with God and one's fellow man. 

  

We, as a church, have stressed ordinances for so long that the anti-Mormons and the non-LDS believe  that we 

believe that the performance of ordinances is the only thing that will save us.  The ordinances  have the power to save us, 

but the ordinances mean nothing if we do not have relationship; if we do not  have that change of heart, then the 

ordinances do not mean anything. 

Question: When Abinadi was being interrogated by the priests of King Noah, didn't he ask them if they   

 thought that salvation came as a result of the Law of Moses? Or those performances and   
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 ordinances? Wasn't he also trying to teach that the law was only a shadow of things to come?  

 [see Mosiah 12: 31-32; 13: 27-28; 16:14] 

A: Yes he was...that's the point...that's what we see in Matthew 25, towards the end of the Savior's ministry  about the 

10 Virgins and the faithful / slothful servant, and the separation between the sheep and the  goats. 

  42 For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a  

  stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.  

  44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, 

  or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?      

  45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least  

  of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous  

  into life eternal.  

 See...it's about our characters...our attitudes...our love for God and our love for our fellow man...the 

 ordinances we perform mean absolutely nothing unless we have that change of character.  If we have  not 

exercised faith unto repentance...faith unto the changing of our character...and establish a  relationship with God, and 

the atonement, then ordinances mean nothing.  See Alma 34: 15-17 

  [15] And thus he shall bring salvation to all those who shall believe on his name; this being the intent of  

  this last sacrifice, to bring about the bowels of mercy, which overpowereth justice, and bringeth about  

  means unto men that they may have faith unto repentance.   

[16] And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice, and encircles them in the arms of safety, while he 

that exercises no faith unto repentance is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice; therefore 

only unto him that has faith unto repentance is brought about the great and eternal plan of redemption. 

[17] Therefore may God grant unto you, my brethren, that ye may begin to exercise your faith unto 

repentance, that ye begin to call upon his holy name, that he would have mercy upon you;  

BP: Since we have stressed and stressed the ordinances so much in the past years the anti-Mormons  think that we 

believe that our “works”, (or those ordinances) will save us...except that faith, without  repentance and relationship, is 

dead. 

 Anyway...as this paragraph begins...Repent! repent! Obey the Gospel. Turn to God; for your religion won't 

 save you, and you will be damned.  I do not say how long. (or how long that damnation will be.) 

Remember in the D&C we learn that there would be an end to God's punishment (D&C 19: 6).   We are told in 

D&C 104, that those who receive God's punishment are turned over to the “buffetings of Satan, until the day of 

redemption”. (D&C 104:9)  In Alma 40: 14 & 21 those who suffer in the spirit world  will do so until the day of 

their resurrection or until the time which is appointed of God to be resurrected. 

That’s why Joseph is saying that he does not how long damnation lasts, only that it will eventually have an end.  I 

am trying to write a book directed toward the non-LDS believer and I'm finding it difficult to convey this need to 

change one's character.  After all, they, too, have been steeped in their tradition of “Grace” ...thinking only to say “I 

believe”, and never having to repent or change their character.  In a majority of these so called “evangelical” 

movements, they maintain that all one has to do is confess that they “believe in Jesus” and they are saved…all 

without having to change their character.  They also maintain that repentance only takes place once in a believer’s 

lifetime…when one awakes to the necessity of believing in Christ, and a profession of belief is given…that’s it for 

that individual…. Nothing more is necessary. 

Of course, within the pages of the Book of Mormon, the continual progression into the mysteries of godliness is 

founded on one’s continual repentance…changing one’s character…to the point where one no longer has any 

disposition to do evil.  In the Non-LDS community, guilt is practically done away with because of their 

interpretation of “Grace”.  Joseph goes on: 

There have been remarks made concerning all men being redeemed from hell; but I say that those who sin 

against the Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven in this world or in the world to come; they shall die the second 

death.  

BP: So he is now speaking of those who become the sons of Perdition…those who received the fullness of the Gospel 

and have altogether turned away therefrom…those are they who will die a second death. 

Those who commit the unpardonable sin are doomed to Gnolom -- to dwell in hell, worlds without end. As 

they concoct scenes of bloodshed in this world, so they shall rise to that resurrection which is as the lake 

of fire and brimstone.  
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BP: Joseph taught in other places that those who are resurrected (those who have a physical body) would have power 

over those who have never had a physical body.  Even Cain will have power over Satan. 

Some shall rise to the everlasting burnings of God; for God dwells in everlasting burnings, and some shall 

rise to the damnation of their own filthiness, which is as exquisite a torment as the lake of fire and 

brimstone. [Joseph is explaining the concept of Hell] 

Q:  What is Brimstone? 

A: Sulfur…burning sulfur.   On the west and south side of Old Jerusalem is the Hinnom Valley.  The word “Gehenna” 

in the New Testament becomes the word for Hell because that where the garbage of Jerusalem was thrown 

out…that’s where it was burned.  It was always smoking and always smoldering.  Nowadays, that area once known 

as Gehenna is now a beautiful park.  But it is still considered the valley of Hell, because that’s where Michael 

Jackson, and Madonna both held their concerts!  (class laughter!) 

Q:  Regarding this statement about damnation…is Joseph referring to only the sons of Perdition or is 

he referring to a damnation of progression? 

A:          You can see it both ways…Sec 76: 44 tells us that those sons of Perdition will suffer for eternity . . .  

 “where the worm dieth not”.  For those who choose not to obey the Gospel, who choose not to    

become exalted…their progression is damned. 

 

Q:  Is Joseph inferring that if damnation eventually ceases, will progression still be able to be made? 

 

A: Perhaps within the kingdom to which one is resurrected, but they will not be able to ever reach the  celestial 

kingdom.  See, once you have entered in the kingdom to which you have chosen and prepared  yourself…that will be the 

end of their kingdom and there will be no increase…(that does not necessarily  mean posterity)…it means there will not be 

any movement. 

 

Q:  Isn’t there a scripture that says that those from the higher kingdoms can administer to those   

 in the lower kingdoms? 

 

A: Yes…if there is a need…but then again, it will be up to God’s will for that to happen.   Remember Isaiah 

 65: 17…once you are in the kingdom that you have chosen and prepared yourself for…then this earth  life will 

not be recollected, remembered nor come into mind.  Don’t forget this verse…it’s crucial in  understanding the plan of 

salvation…we are our own judges…we choose and prepare for the type of  bodies to which we will be resurrected. 

 

 I see some of you squirming out there…now just ask yourself.  Why would we want to remember this life 

 after we have already chosen where we will be most happy?  It’s like wanting to remember what your life  was like 

when you were two years old…that memory just won’t be necessary.  Look, your kids are not  going to be damned 

because you were a bad parent, or your husband was a bad father or because you  were a bad mother…they’re not 

going to be saved either because you took them to church every  week…everyone has their own agency…that is the 

key!  Everyone…everyone will be able to understand  the Gospel perfectly in the spirit world.  It is in the spirit 

world that recollection exists and memories are  retained …but once you have prepared yourself...and chosen the 

kingdom to which you will be happy,  then Isaiah 65:17 will take effect.  Our agency will not be compromised.  

Everyone will be able to  understand it, realize its impact, and they can then choose to accept it fully or not.  Our children 

will not  be held accountable for our faults and failings.   

 

Remember, the days of the children of men are prolonged that they might repent. (2 Ne 2: 21)  The only  reason in 

becoming grandparents is to be able to repent of those things that you did as a parent…God is  not going to place you in a 

kingdom…you are going to place yourself in a kingdom!  You will understand  the Gospel plan perfectly, and if you 

don’t…and judgment takes place, then your agency will have been  compromised and God would cease to be God.   

 

  

 

 

 Keep in mind that the foundation of all of this discussion is agency…in D&C 93 we read 

 

  38 Every spirit of man was innocent in the beginning; and God having redeemed man from the fall, men  

  became again, in their infant state, innocent before God. 

  39 And that wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobedience, from the children 

  of men, and because of the tradition of their fathers. 
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 That’s why Alma says there must be…it is requisite…it is required…that there be a space between death  and the 

resurrection…a time to prepare to meet God.  Alma 12: 24 

 

24 And we see that death comes upon mankind, yea, the death which has been spoken of by Amulek, 

which is the temporal death; nevertheless there was a space granted unto man in which he might repent; 

therefore this life became a probationary state; a time to prepare to meet God; a time to prepare for that 

endless state which has been spoken of by us, which is after the resurrection of the dead. 

 

 And in Alma 40: 6, 9, 21 we see... 

6 Now there must needs be a space betwixt the time of death and the time of the resurrection.  

9 Therefore, there is a time appointed unto men that they shall rise from the dead; and there is a space 

between the time of death and the resurrection. And now, concerning this space of time, what becometh of 

the souls of men is the thing which I have inquired diligently of the Lord to know; and this is the thing of 

which I do know.  

21 But whether it be at his resurrection or after, I do not say; but this much I say, that there is a space 

between death and the resurrection of the body, and a state of the soul in happiness or in misery until the 

time which is appointed of God that the dead shall come forth, and be reunited, both soul and body, and be 

brought to stand before God, and be judged according to their works.   

             

 Alma 41: 2-3 uses the word “requisite”...that which is required or necessary: 

 

  2  I say unto thee, my son, that the plan of restoration is requisite with the justice of God; for it is  

  requisite that all things should be restored to their proper order. Behold, it is requisite and just, according 

  to the power and resurrection of Christ, that the soul of man should be restored to its body, and that every  

  part of the body should be restored to itself.  

3  And it is requisite with the justice of God that men should be judged according to their works; and if 

their works were good in this life, and the desires of their hearts were good, that they should also, at the 

last day, be restored unto that which is good.  

 Why is this space needed? This time needed?  Why is it requisite?  So that we won't have a physical  body 

with physical limitations...our spirits can learn and understand the gospel unfettered by the desires,  appetites and 

passions of the flesh...so that we can understand and comprehend the Gospel perfectly. If we still refuse that redemption, 

or refuse to accept the Gospel (everyone will have the ordinances  performed for them) and if we refuse to accept those 

ordinances, we will receive what we are willing to  receive because we were not willing to enjoy what we might have 

received, as it says in D&C 88: 32 

 

Section 138 of the D&C discusses this very topic.  We don't know in this life just how much a person knows or 

understands the Gospel...that's why we are instructed not to judge anyone...we don't know what some one's life's 

experiences have been.  When missionaries come to a door and have it slammed in their faces...we know for sure 

that the Holy Ghost has not had a chance to bear witness to them, but...in the spirit world...all...everyone will 

receive the opportunity to understand the gospel plan perfectly and then have the opportunity to accept it fully or 

reject it.  

 

Q:   So…all these heated discussions we have been having in High Priest’s Group about the various  

 kingdoms, who gets to go where and do what…they don’t really mean anything at all then? 

 

A: If your HP Group is anything like mine…they probably haven’t meant anything for a long time!  (Extreme class 

laughter!) 

 

  

 

See, Agency is a terrible thing, and it is a wonderful thing…we will choose the kingdom we will be in for the rest 

of eternity…it will be without anyone compelling or forcing that choice on us…not God, nor parents.  It has to be 

because of a perfect knowledge or the judgment will be unjust. 

 

BP: All Priesthood leadership, and all Priesthood auxiliaries are to assist the family…to work for the Father or the 

Mother in the teaching of the family and having them receive the ordinances of salvation and exaltation.  From the 
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Prophet to the Bishop…from the Primary President to the Primary Teacher…when you receive a call to serve, you 

are called to serve other people…to assist in the teaching of the Gospel…to bless others' lives.  They work for you, 

the individual.  When they need help to help others…that’s when they call on you to assist.  When you get a call 

from the Bishop…you are not working for the Bishop…it’s a call to serve other people. 

 

 The Church is organized for 2 reasons…One is to teach its members to receive the ordinances of salvation and 

exaltation in an orderly manner where records can be kept.  The 2nd reason the Church is organized is to give us the 

opportunity to serve other people, so that we can learn to develop charity and love…it’s about relationships. 

 

 From time to time we talk about the Order of Prayer…but not very often.  When we begin to think  about the 

true order of prayer we think that is has to follow the pattern so often seen in many ancient  texts and a circle of people 

surround an altar.  But that is not the case in the true Order.  Even Christ, in  His Sermon on the Mount, instructs His 

listeners that first, before they come to God, that they have  no ill feelings towards their brother…that they have things 

cleared up with their fellow-man.  The next  thing, the next step within that Order…(This is how to receive answers 

to prayer by the way…I probably  shouldn’t be telling you this…) is that you review your covenants that you have made.  

Go through in  your mind, each of those covenants you have made, “am I keeping that covenant?  Am I living that 

 covenant?”  And if not, then re-enter into that covenant…review your own performance and re-commit to be 

obedient to the laws surrounding that covenant.  And lastly, when you then begin to pray, you don’t  pray for 

yourself…you pray for other people. 

 

 Enos, you remember, was the only person in his prayer circle.  Enos, in the Book of Mormon, recorded  his 

“wrestle” he had before God.  Do you remember what Enos prayed for when he knew his sins had  been forgiven and 

therefore his guilt had been swept away? Who did he pray for?     That’s right…his brethren, and then 

his enemies.  We should not talk to people and tell people about  God as much as we ought to talk to God and talk 

with God about people. 

 

 We have a tendency, as I have mentioned before, to treat God as a “bell-hop” or a Santa Claus” . . .  asking 

Him to carry our baggage, whatever that baggage may be…or asking Him to bestow that gift,  whatever that gift might 

be, on someone, thus treating him like a Santa Claus or a bell-hop.  In reality,  the key to God’s power is praying for other 

people and for their benefit.  That’s the 3rd element in that  Order of Prayer.  Even if you look at Christ’s Intercessory 

Prayer in John 17…not once is He praying for  himself…it is always for other people.  In Alma 34: 17-27 it suggests 

we pray over our flocks and our  herds…for the benefit of our family…our wives and our children…always to bless other 

people. 

 

Q: This concept of choosing our eternal fate…it really just boils down to choosing what we will give   

 up, or give away…is that about right? 

 

A: Yes…once we begin to grow in knowledge and wisdom and understanding…King Lamoni said he would  give up 

his kingdom to know and feel the joy of receiving eternal life…it is the very process of  repentance…changing your 

character. 

    

  And it came to pass that after Aaron had expounded these things unto him, the king said: What shall I do  

  that I may have this eternal life of which thou hast spoken? Yea, what shall I do that I may be born of God, 

  having this wicked spirit rooted out of my breast, and receive his Spirit, that I may be filled with joy, that I 

  may not be cast off at the last day? Behold, said he, I will give up all that I possess, yea, I will forsake my  

  kingdom, that I may receive this great joy.  (Alma 22: 15) 

 

 Are you willing to give up the desires, appetites and passions of the flesh?  Are you willing to give that  up? Are 

you willing to change that type of character?  Are you willing to put off the natural man and  become a saint?  (Mosiah 

3:19)  Are you willing to establish that relationship and take on the  responsibility that you have to offer the contribution 

that is required of you because of the atonement and  the resurrection?   

Your contribution, your offering, your sacrifice for the atonement and the resurrection that has been 

provided for you free of charge is a change of character, and the relationship you have with God and your 

fellowman. 

 

Q: I’m 90 years old…I have prayed for things for myself…to receive things for myself to get me through the 

 day…to know what direction to take or not to take…I feel as though I can still continue to pray for the  things I 

need day to day. 

 

A: Concerning our needs and our wants...do you think you're going to be given the winning numbers for the  lottery?  
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The Book of Mormon teaches in Jacob 2:19 that once we receive a hope in Christ, one can  seek for anything he wants 

as long it is to bless other people…to clothe the naked, feed to hungry,  comfort the sick and afflicted.  In sec 50: 29, 

it says that once we are purified from all sin that we can  receive what we pray for because we will only pray for that 

which we are inspired to pray for.  The  greatest of all laid down His life for others…you can do the same…seek to 

bless those around you.  That's where your prayers need to be going...to be taking care of those around you.  It's 

your relationship  with God and your fellow man...yes you can pray for that which you need...but the prayers we see in 

 scripture is always for somebody else. 

 

 Anyway...moving on: 

I have intended my remarks for all, both rich and poor, bond and free, great and small. I have no enmity 

against any man. I love you all; but I hate some of your deeds. I am your best friend, and if persons miss 

their mark it is their own fault.  

 This phrase that Joseph uses...”miss their mark”, is the Hebrew definition for sin...to repent is to take aim  again...to 

try again to hit the target...to aim again...to be better than you were before.  There is no such  thing as “the devil made 

me do it”...as Flip Wilson used to say...(some of you in here will remember him.) 

 We try to blame the devil for those impure thoughts... “he knows my mind and knows how to tempt me”. 

 The devil cannot do that...he cannot get into your mind.  No one knows your thoughts except for God,  says 

D&C 6: 16...that's why life becomes a probationary state.  Unless there is some type of  handicap...mental or 

physical...genetic, or any number of things...without suach a handicap...Satan  cannot put something into your mind...he 

cannot make you think of something...yo do it yourselves.   That's why in the Pearl of Great Price, in Moses 6:55, it says 

that because we grow up in a sinful world,  sin conceives in our own hearts.  We have total control over our thoughts.   

 We're told in the New Testament at least twice that there is no temptation placed before man wherein he  cannot 

overcome.  If that were not the case, then our agency is compromised. 

Q:  Are you saying that we tempt ourselves then? That temptations don't originate with Satan? 

A:  We tempt ourselves, yes.  Let me give an example:  Let's say I want to smoke cigars. Or I could say, I  desire to 

play golf, for another example...(Class laughter! As Paul Schween has something to  say...”you've crossed the line there 

buddy”!)  Well I'd like to smoke cigars...so one day I am driving down  the freeway and there is this big billboard 

with a man smoking a very big cigar. And I say to myself,  “Gosh, wouldn't it be nice to sit down and smoke a good 

smelling cigar”?   

 So, in your scenario I can say that the devil made me want to smoke cigars because he knew my  weaknesses, and 

he caused that the ad agency should put that billboard in the exact spot that I would  see it when I was driving down the 

freeway...I then could blame Satan for succumbing to the temptation  to smoke that cigar or to play golf!....Or...I can 

realize that that's what already out there in the world...it  already exists...it's just somebody wanting to make money.  

My weakness, because I am born into a  sinful world, sin conceives in my own heart.  Satan did not put it there.  He did 

not put that billboard there  on the road just for me to see.  He did not put it on the road for me to see on that very 

day, at that very  hour...it was just there.  We see in 1 Cor 10: 13: 

  13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not  

  suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,  

  that ye may be able to bear it.  

Q:  How does Satan fit into the whole plan then...how is he then ascribed with so much power? 

A: Satan's goal is to stop the work of the Lord...which is to bring to pass the immortality and the the eternal  life of 

man. (Moses 1:39) 

Q:  How does he do that? 

 

A: Most of the examples of the temptations you see of his power is in trying to stop the Church in its 

 progression. The darkness that comes upon Joseph Smith in the grove...or tempting Christ after He was  in the 

wilderness for 40 days...or the story of the Apostles in Preston, England seeing in vision the forces  of evil being 

marshaled against and trying to stop their work. 

 Satan has no power to put thoughts into your mind or to give you weaknesses...we do it to ourselves  because 

of the sinful environment we live in!  Lehi teaches: (2 Ne 2: 29) 

  29 And not choose eternal death, according to the will of the flesh and the evil which is therein, which  

  giveth the spirit of the devil power to captivate, to bring you down to hell, that he may reign over you in  
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  his own kingdom.  

 See, it's the will of the flesh and the evil that is already therein...to satisfy those desires, appetites and  passions 

because we have his physical body.  Which, when you succumb to the evils of the flesh...when  you give in to those...then 

it is the opposite of progression...it is the opposite of repentance...which  eventually gives the devil power to 

captivate. 

 Satan is not just hanging around placing certain magazines in your workplace or certain pop-ups on your 

 computer because he knows your weaknesses... Moses 6: 55 is very important to remember...we have  touched 

on this verse already... 

  55 And the Lord spake unto Adam, saying:         

   Inasmuch as thy children are conceived in sin, (they are born into a sinful world)  

   even so when they begin to grow up, sin conceiveth in their hearts, and    

   they taste the bitter, that they may know to prize the good.  

 The fact that you are born...that fact that you have a physical body...that you live in this environment  … you have 

natural pride...you want that physical body to be satisfied!  You learned as an infant to cry and  scream when you wanted 

to be picked up or when you wanted your diaper changed...or when you  wanted to be fed.  You trained yourself to 

satisfy every desire, appetite and passion...not only that, you  trained or manipulated everyone around you to satisfy your 

demands.  Then it only got worse...you  entered into the terrible two's. 

We talk about some of the things kids do when they are 7 yrs old... “This kid belongs in prison”!  See, it's  not 

because Satan tempted him...he cannot tempt him…the kid has made himself!  We take that, and we spend the rest 

of our lives, after we are baptized, trying to overcome that natural pride, the will of the flesh and the ignorance that 

holds us bound in some of our beliefs. 

See...all of this is you!  You are doing these things from the very beginning...Satan has no power to  tempt 

you.  He cannot tempt you...it's the will of the flesh as Lehi says!  (2 Ne 2:29) 

Satan is not doing that...but what he has done is that he has taken those plain and precious truths that were once 

contained in the written word of the Gospel so that people can be ignorant of truth and therefore many do stumble 

and Satan has power over them (i.e. the ignorant). 

  — because of the many plain and precious things which have been taken out of the book, which were  

  plain unto the understanding of the children of men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of  

  God—because of these things which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceedingly great  

  many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them. (1 Ne 13: 29) 

 See, pride has been in existence since the first children of Adam, as well as these sin machines we were  born 

into...Cain said in his own heart, “surely the flocks of my brother falleth into my hands”. (Moses 5: 33)  Surely, 

he's not going to rule over me anymore.  Certainly, we can say that Satan's first article of faith is  that “you can have 

anything in this world for money.”  But don't blame that on Satan.  I have been in my  kid’s mutual classes, their mutual 

classes, when they were taught that if they want all of the fine things in  life, that they needed to have a good 

job...and a good education...and if they wanted a nice car and a big  house...basically telling them they can have anything 

in this world for money so let's prepare for that  money right now...I have been in those classes...That's not Satan saying 

we can anything in this world  for money...It's us saying that we can have anything in this world for money. 

 That's why that verse in Moses 6: 55 is so important to our understanding: 

  55 And the Lord spake unto Adam, saying:         

   Inasmuch as thy children are conceived in sin, (they are born into a sinful world)  

   even so when they begin to grow up,        

   sin conceiveth in their hearts,  

 

To me this is one of the most important concepts to understand...that we have our own choice in the  matter!  

Because we're in this sinful environment...we can't think of anything that we haven't already  heard before, seen 

before, read about before...it's just always there.  For example, uou can realize that it'll be really fun to go golfing, 

and not understand why you shouldn't...isn't that right Paul?  You have to make that choice...you can't say the devil 

made me do it. 

 On p. 187 of the TPJS...we read: 

  He then observed that Satan was generally blamed for the evils which we did, but if he was the cause of  

  all our wickedness, men could not be condemned. The devil could not compel mankind to do evil; all was 
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  voluntary. 

 

There is probably not a more clear statement that what we just read here...All was voluntary...The devil  cannot 

compel man to do evil...agency reigns supreme…when we see there are two opposing influences…righteousness 

on one side and evil on the other…we feel tugged in one of either directions…it is we who decide…we make the 

choice.  When we choose righteousness more and more then we become stronger and stronger to resist the evil that 

is all around us until we reach the point where we have no more disposition to do evil.  On the other hand if we 

seek darkness and evil all the day long, then our conscious become seared as with a hot iron and we will seek to do 

evil…that’s why agency reigns supreme!  As it says in Mormon 9: 27-28: 

 

27 O then despise not, and wonder not, but hearken unto the words of the Lord, and ask the Father in the 

name of Jesus for what things soever ye shall stand in need. Doubt not, but be believing, and begin as in 

times of old, and come unto the Lord with all your heart, and work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling before him.  

28 Be wise in the days of your probation; strip yourselves of all uncleanness; ask not, that ye may 

consume it on your lusts, but ask with a firmness unshaken, that ye will yield to no temptation, but that ye 

will serve the true and living God.  
 

 Satan's goal is to stop the work of the Lord...which is to bring about the immortality and eternal life of  man...but 

what we don't realize is that we are doing all we can to thwart our own progression when  we don't repent or change 

our character.  If we are not changing our character, we are stopping our own  progression.  Once Cain let his pride out of 

the bag...all Satan had to do is sit back and wait for the  spirits of men, with their physical body, to go right to hell, 

unless they hearken to the enticings of the  Spirit and puts off the natural man, and becometh a saint.  (Mosiah 3: 19) 

 Anyway…moving on to the last of Joseph’s sermon:  

 If I reprove a man, and he hates me, he is a fool; for I love all men, especially these my brethren and  

  sisters. I rejoice in hearing the testimony of my aged friends. You don't know me; you never knew my  

  heart. No man knows my history. I cannot tell it: I shall never undertake it. I don't blame any one for not  

  believing my history. If I had not experienced what I have, I could not have believed it myself. I never did 

  harm any man since I was born in the world. My voice is always for peace.  

I don't think any evil, nor do anything to the harm of my fellowman. When I am called by the trump of the 

archangel and weighed in the balance, you will all know me then. I add no more. God bless you all. Amen.  

The more I read the Teachings of Joseph Smith, the more I know he was a prophet of God.  I have not found 

anything that he ever taught that conflicted with what is found in the standard works...know that I know that Jesus 

is the Christ...The Church is true, no matter what I say...the Gospel is true…the Priesthood is on the earth.  How 

grateful I am for these scriptures and the words of Joseph Smith. 

 

Remember what President Hinckley counseled in one of the Ensign’s First Presidency Messages…he advised the 

members of the Church to read and study the scriptures and the Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.  There’s 

never been a time in the history of the world in which we can the scriptures so readily available as we do right 

now at this time. They are instantly available on our computers, our cell phones and those I-pod things you bring 

to class. You can have the teachings of the Prophet side by side to those scriptures also on all of those devices. You 

can go or be anywhere, all over the world, and have these teachings and the scriptures with you in your pocket or 

purse.  It’s like your own seer stone.  

 

I appreciate the opportunity to go through this material and these scriptures with you.  My goal as a teacher is not 

have you believe what I am teaching or what I am saying, but my goal as a teacher is to have to think that there 

might be more to these scriptures than what you have previously thought.  The Gospel is true…this I say in the 

name of Jesus Christ, Amen.   

 

 

 

The information, organization, and presentation of these materials are compiled as class notes by 

students and were taken during the discussion and presentation of class materials. As with all personal 

notes there may be misunderstandings, misinterpretations, omissions which may lead to incomplete 

thoughts and conclusions.  These notes are not reviewed by, nor prepared and distributed by the 

instructor.  These class notes are prepared by the students and distributed by the students to assist those 
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who may have missed classes or would like to combine them with their personal notes.  Any personal 

interpretation or conclusion derived from these notes are the sole responsibility of the student/reader 

and may or may not be the intended conclusion by the instructor.   

 

The concepts presented in these notes are not to be considered official doctrine or policy of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  The instructor does not represent the Church, nor is considered a 

priesthood leader or authority in the presentation of these materials and class information and 

instruction.  These notes are not meant to correct any one individual, priesthood leader or collective 

entity.  Copyrighted material that may have been presented is used for sources and reference material 

only.  These notes are to be used only as class and personal study aids, where instructional notes may 

be read and studied for individual understanding and clarity.  These class notes are not to be used for, 

or to be considered as a doctrinal source, nor should they be used for any financial gain.  
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