Knowing God



This 1s life eternal to know

God
and Jesus Christ



“It 1s the first principle of the

Gospel to know for a certainty the

Character of God”
(TPJS p 345)



D&C 93:19.

[ g1ve unto you these sayings that you
may understand,
and
know how to worship,
and
know what you worship,
that
you may come unto the Father in my name,
and
1in due time receive of his fulness.



‘Our existence 1s like a very large book,
and our life on earth 1s only the ftitle
page. The first chapter does not begin
with our birth, but with our death.’

CS Lewis



Mortality 1s full of distractions
and like a dense fog, our
‘preferences’ often cloud the
view and understanding of our
‘purpose’ on earth






The Power of Faith and Hope 1n our salvation comes by
understanding future potentials. This understanding 1s
conveyed by the ordinances of a hope of a future reality,
a hope of what can happen. Real Hope like Faith are
based 1n eternal truths that are unseen, but are true.
Desperation comes when there are no expected

potentials and no vision or understanding for a purpose
of life.



A purpose for mortality requires
an Eternal Perspective.



A purpose for mortality requires
an Eternal Perspective.

A Perspective that 1s Perfect,
Immutable, Irrevocable
Unchanging, and Omniscient.
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This Eternal Perspective and Purpose for Life

can only —come from God,
1s only —provided by God,
found only in —the words of God

Prophets and Scripture






ty I'V

RGEIN



Y

Reality T

CS Lewis understood that we cannot take this life seriously until
we take our death seriously.
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CS Lewis understood that we cannot take this life seriously until
we take our death seriously.

Death like birth, 1s an event we live through
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It our Spirits are Eternal then:

There 1s a God

There 1s Life after Mortality
There 1s a Purpose for Life
There are Responsibilities

There will be Judgments

There will be Rewards



Joseph Smith said about the pre-earth

“At the first organization in heaven we were all
present, and saw the Savior chosen and
appointed and the plan of salvation made, and
we sanctioned it. ..

We came to this earth that we might have a

body and present i1t pure before God 1n the

celestial kingdom.”
(TPJS p 181)



Pre-earth

The purpose of every spirit that has come or will
come to earth, comes by choice. Every spirit that
enters mortality does so with the chosen and
known covenant that each made with God,
which was to do all in our power to return to the
presence of God and ‘present ourselves pure
before God in the celestial kingdom .



Pre-earth

24...We will go down, for there 1s space
there, and we will take of these materials,
and we will make an earth whereon these
may dwell,

25. And we will prove them herewith, to
see if they will do all things whatsoever

the Lord their God shall command them:;
(Abraham 3)



Pre-ecarth

Joseph Smith Stated:
“The first principles of man are self-existent with God. God himself,
finding he was 1n the midst of spirits and glory, because he was more
intelligent, saw proper to institute laws whereby the rest could have a
privilege to advance like himself. The relationship we have with God
places us 1n a situation to advance 1n knowledge. He has power to
institute laws to instruct the weaker intelligences, that they may be
exalted with himself, so that they might have one glory upon another,
and all that knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence, which 1s

requisite 1n order to save them 1n the world of spirits.” (TPJS p 354)



All of humanity that has, or ever will be born
on earth affirms that every temporal life,
every person’s birth and every individual’s

death has a spiritual purpose, as part of the
Work and Glory of God.



The fact that we are here on
earth, 1s an indication that we
made a covenant with God, to do
all in our power to return to His

presence, as Jospeh Smith stated.



God created our physical bodies, and Adam fell, therefore
God provides a power of resurrection that corruption may
put on 1ncorruption;

God did not create our eternal spirits but promised to
provide all we need to save them 1n the celestial world 1f
we choose.



God created our physical bodies, and Adam fell, therefore
God provides a power of resurrection that corruption may
put on 1ncorruption;

God did not create our eternal spirits but promised to
provide all we need to save them 1n the celestial world 1f
we choose.

God covenanted to provide all that would be required and
needed to develop the character necessary to dwell with Him
in His glory.



The Provision of God



The Provision of God

God provides everything
necessary for our salvation and exaltation by

the sacrifice of Christ

we cannot do for ourselves,
(Resurrection Atonement Holy Ghost)




The Provision of God

God provides everything
necessary for our salvation and exaltation by

the sacrifice of Christ

we cannot do for ourselves,
(Resurrection Atonement Holy Ghost)

God provides everything
necessary for our salvation and exaltation that
we must choose to do for ourselves,
through the teachings and Gospel of Jesus Christ
(prophets and scriptures)




What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior
A Resurrection



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior
A Resurrection
An Atonement



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior
A Resurrection
An Atonement

The Holy Ghost



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior
A Resurrection
An Atonement

The Holy Ghost
Families



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood

Ordinances
The Church



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances

The Church
Prophets



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances
The Church
Prophets
Scripture



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances
The Church
Prophets
Scripture
Trials



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances

The Church
Prophets
Scripture

Trials
Weaknesses  (spiritual and physical)



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection
An Atonement
The Holy Ghost
Families

The Gospel
Priesthood
Ordinances

The Church
Prophets
Scripture

Trials
Weaknesses  (spiritual and physical)
Commandments



What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

A Savior

A Resurrection

An Atonement

The Holy Ghost
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What God Provides for the Immortality and Eternal Life of Mankind

ﬁ IS{i\;L(i‘ll:e ction Whigh of these should be
An Atonement el.lmmated.because. of
The Holy Ghost T1m§ or Dlspensatolon,
Families Politics or Education?
The Gospel | |
Priesthood These assist us 1n
Ordinances - the character

The Church change necessary to
Prophets ‘work out our own
Scripture salvation 1n fear
Trials and trembling’.

Weaknesses (spiritugtand physical)
Commandments



Has the Work and Glory of God has
changed since creation?
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Has the Work and Glory of God has
changed since creation?

The Work and Glory of God will always be the
Work and Glory of God?

If God’s work and glory has not changed, we
then must ask what 1t means for us to have an
“eye single to the glory of God™?



“... All things whatsoever God 1n his infinite wisdom has
seen fit and proper to reveal to us, while we are dwelling 1n
mortality.... are revealed to us 1n the abstract, and
independent of affinity of this mortal tabernacle, but are
revealed to our spirits precisely as though we had no bodies
at all; and those revelations which will save our spirits will
save our bodies. ... for all the spirits who have not obeyed
the Gospel 1n the flesh must either obey 1t 1n the spirit or be

damned”.
(TPJS p 355)



There are two World Views:
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Secular World View



There are two World Views:

Secular World View

Scriptural or Spiritual World View



The Work and Glory of God and the
purpose of the Church 1s to provide all

that 1s needed to come back into the
presence of God.

All that 1s needed comes through Jesus
Christ.



Christ 1s not “a” way or “one” way to
come to God, He 1s “the” way, the
truth, the life, and no man can come to
the Father but through Him. There 1s no
other name by which man can be saved.



Tootsie Rolls



This 1s life eternal to know

God
and Jesus Christ



“It 1s the first principle of the

Gospel to know for a certainty

the Character of God”
Joseph Smith (TPJS p 345)



What are the Omniscient
Attributes of God?

There are over 75 separate passages of
Scriptures that talk about the Foreknowledge
and Omniscience of God.



Birds and Brains

The bird reads no books on how to relax,
work harder, dispel guilt, or gather wealth.
The bird doesn’t go to seminars or
conferences to learn how to increase the
harvest with the least amount of time and
work. The bird belongs to no MLM, nor
does 1t lay awake at night worrying about
where 1t will find the next meal.



The bird doesn’t work hard to store up
more worms or grain in the bird-bank
in order to have a larger nest-egg so
that 1t can afford to build a bigger
nest, buy bigger and faster wings, or

take a vacation. The bird 1s content
with what 1t has, and confident in the
responsibilities of life that have been
set and provided by God.



Without worry the bird lives day by day recognizing that the
responsibility of survival ‘day by day’ rests upon themselves not the

Aviary Government.

[t 1s estimated by scientists (and
National Geographic) that There are §
about 500 billion birds at any one
time 1n the world compared to 8
billion people that’s over 70 living
birds for every living person. The
average life span of a bird, without
diminishing numbers, 1s 2-5 years.
That would mean, (on a best-case
scenar10), there would be about 100
billion birds die each year.




There are about 400,000 human births each day 1n the
world, and 155,000 human deaths per day. About 275
million birds die each day, and yet not a bird falls to the
oground without the notice of God. Every bird eventually
dies, as does every human.

How many dead birds have you seen today? Of course,
we don’t see many because the FBAA. The Feline Bird
Abatement Agency which 1s on call 24/7.



If no bird falls to the ground without the knowledge of God, and the
bird “takes no thought of tomorrow” because of 1ts contentment and
faith 1n life itself, without worry; How much more aware would a
loving and watchful God be, to provide, protect, and notice those
who are created in His image?

When you look at the all the hard work and worry of man for the
pursuit of money, status, pride, and power, spending money we
don’t have to buy things we don’t need, to impress people we don’t
like, one question should be asked:

Who really has the bird-brain?



Our cousin Esther was told by uncle Mordecai,
that she was placed at that time 1n history, placed
1in that family, and given those experiences and
opportunities to make a difference for the

Work and Glory of God.

Have you discovered:

Why you are ! ‘
Where you are Y
o e

When you are ' | ~

To help in God’s Work and Glory.



God knows more about your tomorrow
and the rest of your life, than you can
remember about your yesterday

If God doesn’t know the end from the
beginning there can be no prophecy, no need
for prophets or any purpose for revelation.



Accidents & Acts of God

For an event to be considered an accident, it would mean
that some type of a mistake was made that resulted 1n an
uncontrolled consequence. An accident, cannot be known,
controlled, or stopped beforehand, otherwise 1t 1s not an
accident.



Accidents & Acts of God

For an event to be considered an accident, it would mean
that some type of a mistake was made that resulted 1n an
uncontrolled consequence. An accident, cannot be known,
controlled, or stopped beforehand, otherwise 1t 1s not an
accident.

There are no accidents to God, only to man on earth. God
knows the end from the beginning and there are no
surprise deaths that He has not prepared for.



‘I didn’t see that coming’

Death, no matter how 1t comes or when 1t happens, 1s no
more of an accident than your birth. Your departure from
spirit world was planned beforehand, just like your return to
the spirit world.
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Death, no matter how 1t comes or when 1t happens, 1s no
more of an accident than your birth. Your departure from
spirit world was planned beforehand, just like your return to
the spirit world.

Before you were born, the date and time were set, and the
assignments made for those that; did and will escort your spirit
when entering mortality, and when your spirit passes through
deaths door and enters the spirit world.
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‘I didn’t see that coming’

There are no surprises to God, He 1s aware of, and a
witness to every birth, every life and every death.

God leaves nothing to chance,
fate, folly, or fortune.

God has never said
‘I didn’t see that coming’



The Anger of God

Will an all knowing God be angry because of your choices, 1f

he knows everything you’re going to do, choose or think
before you were ever born?

He knows your every thought before you were able to think,

every spiritual weaknesses you will have and mark you will
miss.

God knew before you were born, the temptations that you
would have before you are tempted and what sin or righteous
path you would choose. (The adulterous woman)



The Anger of God

God knows what Satan and those that followed him are thinking and
planning, He knows what they are going to do betfore they do it.
(WoM). God has prepared all things, for all things. For this reason,
God 1s able say that there 1s “no temptation that 1s not common to man
and that you will be faced with ‘no temptation that you are not able to
overcome’. God has already seen your show before you ever entered
the stage. If God knows all and knows the end from the beginning, He
would have no regrets, no anger, no frustrations, maybe sadness. All

b/

things that happen are expected and planned for by God (Small

Plates).
God knows what we need before we ask.



When you read the word sin 1n scriptures you should read, in
your minds eye “to Miss the mark”. There are two type of
targets or marks tor which we should strive. Minor and Major.
The “minor” marks are obedience to the commandments
which are given as aids to hit the “‘major’ mark of the celestial
kingdom. The “Major mark™ 1s always the presence of God
and rece1ving the same glory as God”. The minor marks or
targets are all other gifts and blessings provided by God to

help us develop the character to obtain the major mark.



Cauliflower and Cake

Like telling your children ‘when you eat your cauliflower you
can have a piece of cake; the choice 1s theirs. The major goal 1s
the cake, the minor goal that makes one worthy to receive the
cake, 1s devouring the cauliflower. But they can choose tor
themselves without any wrath, anger, or judgement from the
loving parent. A person that may choose to miss the mark of the
cake, knowing and understanding full well the consequences ot

their choice, has chosen to reap the reward ot their choice.



Knowing the rules, and consequences betorehand makes the
outcome just. The real mark 1s to get the cake and eat it too. Joseph
Smith was questioned about the obedience of members and stated:
we “‘teach them the correct principles and they govern themselves”.
Missing the mark, 1s a freedom ot choice guaranteed to us by God
(nevertheless thou may choose tor thyselt, for 1t 1s given to thee™

‘but if you want to stay here don’t eat the fruit’. Its our choice.



To sin 1s to ““miss the mark™ by choice or by 1gnorance. Missing the mark
1s not a dire sin demanding immediate judgment, but a choice using
agency. “Without agency there 1s no existence’ (D&C 93). Christ did not
and could not condemn the woman taken 1n adultery because 1t was her
choice. Should God condemn one who uses the agency he guaranteed to
mankind? The war 1n heaven was about agency and the individual rewards
of choice. A third was cast out of the presence ot God who sought to take
away our ‘ability’ to choose to eat or not to eat the cauliflower.. A loving
God has prepared a happy place for everyone, a kingdom of glory tor
every choice of character that 1s created by agency just as ‘one star differs

from another star in glory’.



Agency reigns supreme! Exaltation in the celestial kingdom 1s a
choice, as are the telestial or terrestrial kingdoms. each kingdom of
glory 1s a chosen glory tor which we have prepared. D&C 88 states
that ““we will receive that which we are willing to receive because we
would not receive that which we might have received.”

God cannot condemn a person for using their agency to choose the
kingdom they desire. The real love of God 1s to prepare the whole
meal, every thing we need to receive the cake and reach the “major”
goal. God has provided everything we need to be introduced 1nto his
presence, and receive not only his glory, but "all that he hath.’



A loving God has provided the roadmap or manual 1n the scriptures,
provided prophetic teachers and councilors. God has given us targets or
‘marks’ to help us set goals, which targets we call commandments. These
commandments are the minor marks ot which we should obediently aim.
Eating the cauliflower commandments, no matter how distasteful, are
there and exist to help us in the ‘major’ quest of celestial (angel tood)
cake. Despite all that God has provided, the choice 1s all ours.

God provides all things necessary that we cannot provide for ourselves
by choice 1n order to receive the cake We cannot redeem ourselves from
the fall of Adam, so God provides a gitt of salvation we call ‘grace’. The
resurrection of our physical body we cannot do, but He has provided a
resurrection through Christ.



Having our confidence wax strong in the presence of God requires an
advocate that provides a Protection (Atonement and Mercy) from the
demands of Justice or Glory of God until we become like God. The only
way to receive that protection 1s by choice. Choosing to exercise taith in the
Savior, faith in the advocate to such an extent that we choose to become
like him through the process of character change, 1s what the word
repentance means. Repentance or to “take aim again™ 1s a continual effort 1n
trying to “hit the marks’. Those who are trying to hit the mark and ‘take aim
again’ each time the mark 1s missed, will be protected trom the demands of
Justice until they are able to hit the bull’s eye, or the major mark by their
agency, never missing again, becoming like God.



Those who chose not to hit the mark, are not required to do so. Thus, we
don’t sin against God, any more than we might sin against our parents if
we chose not to eat the cauliflower and torteit the cake. We sin against
ourselves, against our exaltation, against being with an eternal family,
against becoming like God, against a fullness of joy, but not against God.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ 1s the way back to the presence of God, yet,
many will choose not to be 1n the presence of God, unable to endure his
glory. Theretore, all of the marks that are missed are choices of agency,
which will be understood pertectly by the individual. The Judgment of God
1s always just, because our agency and choice will not be compromised by
God. We will choose our kingdom of glory, our happy place tor eternity.
However, to be with Him, we must become like Him.



The foreknowledge and power of God doesn’t diminish the

personal responsibility of man. Because 1t’s the individual
character that needs to be developed and that can only be
done by the agency of the individual. ‘God will not, and

Satan cannot control the agency of man’ (JS).



The Big Issue

That which mercy cannot rob and God cannot deny



The Big Issue

That which mercy cannot rob and God cannot deny

JUSTICE



The Big Issue

That which mercy cannot rob and God cannot deny

JUSTICE

The fundamental and eternal Constant and Law that lies at
the foundation of everything, (life, scripture,
commandments, gospel atonement resurrection etc.) 1s:



The Big Issue

That which mercy cannot rob and God cannot deny

JUSTICE

The fundamental and eternal Constant and Law that lies at
the foundation of everything, (life, scripture,
commandments, gospel atonement resurrection etc.) 1s:

No unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of God



The Big Issue

That which mercy cannot rob and God cannot deny

JUSTICE

The fundamental and eternal Constant and Law that lies at
the foundation of everything, (life, scripture,
commandments, gospel atonement resurrection etc.) 1s:

No unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of God

‘For God cannot deny Himself’
He cannot deny His Word or His Glory



NO UNCLEAN THING CAN DWELL WITH GOD

Alma 11:37

3’7. And I say unto you again that he cannot save them in their sins; for I
cannot deny his word, and he hath said that no unclean thing can inherit the
kingdom of heaven; therefore, how can ye be saved, except ye inherit the

kingdom ot heaven? Theretore, ye cannot be saved 1n your sins.

Alma 40:26

26. But behold, an awtul death cometh upon the wicked; tor they die as to
things pertaining to things ot righteousness; for they are unclean, and no
unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of God; but they are cast out, and
consigned to partake of the fruits of their labors or their works, which have

been evil; and they drink the dregs of a bitter cup.
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Judgment

No unclean thing can be 1n the presence of God.

God does not set 1n judgment of our sin or interpret the demands or
consequences of the broken law. We administer the sentencing at the
judgment bar of God.

[t’s not the broken laws that condemns the sinner, but the character
that 1s developed as a consequence of broken laws.

The scriptural meaning of the ‘judgment bar of God’ to which all
MUST stand, 1s so that we can perfectly see, know, and then justly
judge ourselves and our character compared to that of God.



Hell 1s Where you Don’t Belong

Mormon 9:3-5

3. Then will ye longer deny the Christ, or can ye behold the Lamb of God? Do
ye suppose that ye shall dwell with him under a consciousness of your guilt? Do
ye suppose that ye could be happy to dwell with that holy Being, when your
souls are racked with a consciousness of guilt that ye have ever abused his
laws?

4. Behold, I say unto you that ye would be more miserable to dwell with a holy
and just God, under a consciousness of your filthiness before him, than ye
would to dwell with the damned souls 1n hell.

5. For behold, when ye shall be brought to see your nakedness before God, and
also the glory of God, and the holiness of Jesus Christ, 1t will kindle a flame of
unquenchable fire upon you.



2 Nephi 9:46

46. Prepare your souls for that glorious day when justice shall be administered
unto the righteous, even the day of judgment, that ye may not shrink with
awful fear; that ye may not remember your awful guilt in perfectness, and be
constrained to exclaim: Holy, holy are thy judgments, O Lord God Almighty
—but I know my guilt; I transgressed thy law, and my transgressions are
mine;

Mosiah 2:38

38. Theretore it that man repenteth not, and remaineth and dieth an enemy to
God, the demands of divine justice do awaken his immortal soul to a lively
sense of his own guilt, which doth cause him to shrink from the presence of the
Lord, and doth fill his breast with guilt, and pain, and anguish, which 1s like an
unquenchable fire, whose flame ascendeth up forever and ever



The scriptures teach that,
The only power on earth and 1n heaven that 1s
able to separate a person from God and His
love, 1s the power of ‘free agency’

“...to enjoy that which they are willing to
recerve, because they were not willing to enjoy

that which they might have received.”
D&C88:32



If you Believe in God



[f you Believe in God

The Next Terrible Question 1s:



[f you Believe in God

The Next Terrible Question 1s:

Do you believe God?



